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H 0 ſeveral have already 
DT written the lives of the Phi. 
e Jo/opher's, it is to be hoped, 
bat this will meet with a 
favourable reception from the 
publick. The Manuſcript came from the 
hands of the Duke of C——. This 
nobleman has declared for certain, that 
it is the late famous M. de Fenelon's 
Arch-hiſhop of Cambray. So great a 
name does, as it were, anticipate its com- 
mendation; for, whatever flows from 
fo fine and correct a pen chalengeth at- 
tention; and I may ſay, even claims our 
thanks. There ſeems to be nothing in 
this abridgment below the reputation of 
the author; it is methodical, and all 
he circumſtances are properly related; 
the ſtile is natural, neat and 3 

we here [ee at one view, as in a picture 
in miniature, the birth, the education, 
the travels, the adventures, the phyſical 
principles, the moral and political ma- 
æims, and the aphoriſms of the ancient 
Greek philoſophers : all which are trea- 
zed of very exactly, methodically, agree- 
ably, and with abundance of variety. 


: We dont , by this di iſcourſe, preſumes uf- 


P 


The PREFACE. 
on byaſſing the gudgment of the knowing, 
The Publick hath its taſte; its criticiſms 
are commanding, and its cenfures are 

abſolute. The World will think what 
they. pleaſe both of the author and the 
Work z it is in vain to endeavour to 
Trapoſe upon them by a celebrated name, 
07 to dazzle them by previous commens 
dalious; every thing is called to their 
bar, and determined magiſterially. Our 
deſign is only to pleaſe them by pre- 
lenting them à little treatiſe which 
was uſeful in the education of a great 
Prince, and which is thought to be one of 
the pieces of that illuſtrious Prelate, 
whoſe memory will always be held ſa- 
cred in the commonwealth of Learning, 
as well as in the Church. „ 
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11 | ERRATA- - 
2 Diage 1. for Mitetum, read Miletus. p. 206, 
for em r. them. p. 206, for em r. ibem, 
6. for conſulting r. confuting. ib. aſter. fre 
dele here. p. 208 l. 3. dele in Water. p. 211, 
14 1.2. for ener. them. 216, I. 1. for able r. ut 
21 able. p. 267. for Cittia r. Cittiam. Ib. for 
1 . Pyrhea r. Pyræus. p. 280, I. 32. dele being. p.209. 
Fi for phileſepher r. the pbiloſcphers. Ib. tor to hi um 
17 r. of bim. p. 270. fur exprefſed x. eXpreſs. Ib. . 
1 33. for ye r. you. 276. for canoe r. Canopus, los 
k before c:1mitteth dele li- | 5 
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AL Es the Mileſian, origi- 
#1 nally of Phenicia, was de- 
ſcended from Cadmas the ſon 
of Agenor. His parents, being 
exaſperated againſt the tyrants 
of thoſe times; by whom all 


good men were oppreſs'd, forſook their 
country, and ſettled in Miletum, a city 


of Tonia, where Thales was born the firſt year 


of the thirty-fifth olympiad. He was the 
firſt whoſe merit procured him to be diſtin- 
guiſned by the glorious title of Miſeman; and 
Was the founder of the Ionicł philoſophy, fo 
called from the country where it took its riſe. 
He ſpent ſome time in publick affairs; and, 
after he had gone through the moſt conſi- 
derable employments with reputation, the de- 
ſire of ſearching into the ſecrets of nature, made 
bim rid himſelf of the fatigue of buſineſs. 
He then went into Egypt, Where at that time 
the ſciences flouriſned, and ſpent ſeveral years 
Itrconverfing with the prieſts, who were the 
profeſſors in that country: he inſtructed 
_ himſelf in the myſteries of their religion, and 
applied himſelf particularly to geometry and 
aſtronomy. He never. put himſelf under any 
maſter; and, excepting the intercourſe which 
he had with the Egyptian priefis, during his 
abode among them, he was obliged merely 
to his o experience and profound thought, 
for the great lights which he gave to philoſo- 
phy. | | SB 
1 2 Thales was a perſon of an exalted mind; 
1 he ſpoke little, and thought much; he was 
1 negligent of his own private intereſt, and ve- 
18.8 ry Zealous for that of the publick. Juvenal 
F ſpeaking of thoſe who thought revenge more 
deſirable than life it ſelf, ſays, that ſuch 
ſentiments are very different from thoſe of 
Chry/ippas, and the mildneſs of Thales, 


At vin licta bonum vita juoundins ipſ; 
C hryſippus non dicit idem, nec mite Thaletit 
Ingenium r IL DEG LS 7 ; 
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When Thales returned to Miletum, he lived 
after a very ſolitary manner, and had regard 
to nothing but the contemplation of divine 
things. His love of wiſdom made him prefer 
the ſweets of a ſingle life, to the cares that at- 
tend a married ſtate. He was not above 
twenty-three years old, when his mother Cle- 
obulina, preſſing him to accept an advantageous 


match that was propoſed to him, he replied, 


when we are young it is too ſoon to marry; 
when we are old it is too late ; and in the 
middle ſtate between thefe, he ſaid, a man 
ought not to be ſo much at leiſure, as to be 


able to make choice of a wife. Vet it is re- 


ported by ſome, that towards the end of his 
life he married an Egyptian, who wrote ſe- 
veral fine pieces. | | 
Certain ſtrangers of Miletum, as they paſſed 
through the ifle of Coos, having bargain'd with 
the fiſhermen for what they took inthe draught 


of. their nets,” which they had juſt caſt into 
the ſea, it happen'd that they drew up a tri- 
pod of maſſy gold; which, *tis ſaid, Helen in 


her return from Troy had formerly thrown in- 


to that place, on account of an antient oracle 


which ſhe called to mind. This at firſt cauſed 


a diſpute between the fiſhermen and the ſtrat 


gers, to whom the tripod ſhould belong: 
At length the cities intereſted themſelves in 
the matter, and took part with thoſe that ſe- 
verally belong'd to them. They were ready 


to come to an open rupture; when it was 


agreed on by both parties, to have the diſ- 
pute decided by the oracle; accordingly they 
ſent to Delpbos, where they received anſyer, 
That the tripod * be given to the chief 
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4 T HALLS 
of the wiſemen. Immediately it was car- 
ried to Thales, who ſent it back to Bias; he, 
out of modeſty, returned it to another; and 
that perſon to a third, who ſent it to Solon. 
Solon ſaid, Nothing was fo wiſe as a God, 
and ſo cauſed the tripod to be carried to Del- 
Phos,. and dedicated to Apollo. 
Some young men of Miletum telling him 
one day, by way of reproach, That there was 
very little in his philoſophy, ſince it left him 
in ſo poor a condition, Thales gave them to un- 
derſtand, That if wiſemen did not amaſs a- 
bundance of wealth, it was merely out of 
a contempt for riches, it being very eaſy 
to acquire them; but that they did not 
think them valuable. Tis ſaid, that fore- 
ſeeing, by his aſtronomical obſervations, 
that a certain year would be very fruitful, he 
bought up, before the ſeaſon, all the product 
of the olive trees about Miletum, which was 
very conſiderable; ſo that Thales made a great 
advantage by it: but, being a perſon entirely 
diſintereſted, he called together all the mer- 
chants, and diſtributed amongſt them what 
he had gain'd. | 9 K 
He us'd to thank the Gods for three things, 
viz. That he was born a reaſonable creature 
rather than a beaſt; a man rather than a wo- 
man; and a Greek rather than a Barbarian. 
He thought that the world was diſpoſed in 
the manner we now ſee it, by ſome Intel li- 
gence which had no beginning, and ſhould 
never have an end. N 
He was the firſt amongſt the Greeks who 
taught that ſouls were immortal. 


—_ 


CHE LWEW: 
Being ask'd whether we could conceal 
Hur actions from the Gods, he reply'd, 
that even our moſt ſecret thoughts could ne- 
ver be hid from them. - _. 3 

He ſaid, that the greateſt thing in the 
world was Space, becauſe it contain'd all be- 
ings within it ; that the ſtrongeſt wasNe- 
ceflity, becauſe it overcame every thing; 
that the ſwifteſt was the Mind, becauſe it 
could in a moment travel over the uni- 
verſe ; and that the wiſeſt was Time, becauſe 
it diſcovered the greateſt ſecrets ; but that the 
moſt pleaſant and defirable of all things, was. 
to act according to our inclinations. 
He often ſaid, that to talk much was no 
ſign of wit. That we ought to think 
of our friends, as well when preſent as ab- 
ſent. That we ought to affiſt our father and 
our mother, that we may deſerve to be affiſt- 
at ed by our children. That there was nothing 
ſo vexatious as to ſee a tyrant live to old age. 


4 That it is a comfort under ill fortune, io 
at bear that thoſe who diftreſs us are as unhap- 
- Py as ourſelves. Fhat we ought. not to do 
, that [which we find fault with in others. 
re That true happineſs conſiſted in enjoying 


- perfect health, with a competent ſubſiſtence; 
: and not in paſſing our lives in floth and ig- 
in norance. | 1 
* He thought nothing ſo difficult as to know 
ourſelves; which cauſed him to invent that 
excellent maxim, Noſce teipſum, kyow thy 
o eh, which was afterwards engraved upon a 
plate of gold, and dedicated in the temple of 
Apollo. | N | q £2 


EF 


the one rather than the other. 
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He was of opinion, that there is no diffe- 
rence between life and death; and when he 
Was ask'd why he did not kill himſelf, tis, 
{aid he, becauſe living and dying being the 
lame thing, nothing can determine us to chuſe 
He ſometimes diverted himſelf with poe- 
try; and *tis ſaid that he invented hexameter 
verſes. J) Thotiier <dr and; 
A man who was juſtly accuſed. of adulte- 
ry asking him whether it was. lawful to juſti- 
fy himſelf by an oath, Thales anſwer'd in a 
jeſting manner, Is perjury a leſs crime than 
adultery? | 
Mandretus of Pryene, who had been his 
ſcholar, coming to ſee him at Miletum, ſaid 


to him, what recompence, O Thales, ſhall 


I give you to teſtify the grateful ſenſe I 
have of the excellent precepts, which I re- 


ceived from you? When you have an oppor- 
tunity of teaching others, reply'd Thales, let 


them know that I was the founder of 
that doctrine; this will be a commendable 
modeſty in you, and a very valuable reward 
RSG 5 ere, wr 4 jt 
- Thales. was the. firſt of all the Greeks, who 


_ apply'd himſelf to phyſick and aſtronomy; he 


thought that water was the firſt principle of 
all things; that earth was only water con- 
denſed, and air water, rarified; that all 
things continually change one into another; 
but that at laſt all things ſhall be reſolved in- 
to water; that the univerſe. was animated 
and filled by inviſible beings, which inceſ- 
ſantly floated up and down; that the earth 
was in the middle of the world, and moved 
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round its on center, which was the ſame 
with that of the univerſe; and that the water 
of the ſea, upon which it was poiſed, Was 
the cauſe of its motion. | 

The ſtrange effects of the loadſtone and am- 
ber, and the ſympathy between things of the 
ſame nature, made him think that there Was 
nothing in this world but what was animated. 

He thought that the overflowing of the 
river. Nile, was occaſion'd by the eteſian 
winds, which, blowing from north to ſouth, 


ſtopp'd the waters that flow from the ſouth 


towards the north, and forced them to over- 
flow the country. 183 | 
He was the firſt who foretold eclipſes of 

the ſun and moon, and made obſervations 
upon the different motions of thoſe two pla- 
nets. He imagined the fun to be a-body-en- 
lightened of itſelf, the bulk of which was 


two thouſand times bigger than that of the 


moon; that the moon was, an opaque. body, 
which-was only capable of reflecting the light 
of the ſun from one half of its ſurface; upon 
which, ſuppoſition he accounted for the dif- 
fereat forms under which. the moon appears 
tO us. »T» ti!!! yoann 
He was likewiſe. the firſt who inquired in- 


to the original of the winds, the matter of 


thunderboits, and the cauſe of thunder and . 
lightning. + 45 ind 36959 2 2860 5 7 +5 
No body before him knew the merho& of 
meaſuring the height of towers and pyramids, 
by their ſhadows at noon, whilſt the ſun is 
in the equinox. 1 A | 
_ He. fix'd- the year at 365 days; ſettled 
the order of the ſeaſons ; and confined every 


8 1 HAL ES. 
month to thirty days; at the end of every 
twelve months he added five days to com- 
pleat the courſe of the year: this method he 
borrow'd from the Egyptia unn. 
- By him we came to the knowledge of the 
Urſa minor, or little bear, which the Phani- 
c1axs made uſe of in ſailing. - 
One day, as he was coming out of his 
lodgings, in order to contemplate the ſtars, 
he fell into a ditch ; and an old woman-ſer-' 
vant belonging to the houſe running imme- 
diately to his aſſiſtance, help*d him out, and 
ſaid to him in a jeer, Why, Thales, do you 
think to diſcover what paſſes in the heavens, 
when you can't fo much as ſee what is at 
your very feet. l | 
 Thales was held in very great eſteem, during 
his whole life, and was conſulted upon the 
moſt important occaſions. Crœſus, when 
he had undertaken the war againſt the Per- 
ſians, advanced at the head of a great army 
as far as the banks of the river Halis; which 
| he was very much perplex'd how to pals, 
' baving neither bridges nor boats, and the ri- 
ver not being fordable: but Thales, who 
happened then to be in his camp, aſſured him 
| that he would put him in a way how to paſs 
the river with his army, without either bridge 
or boats. Whereupon he forthwith cauſed 
them to make a great ditch in form of a cre- 
ſcent, reaching from one end of the camp 
to the other, by which means the river di- 
| vided itſelf into two arms, which were 
; | | both fordable; ſo that the army went over 
JJ without difficulty. Upon this occafion Tha- 
les would by no means ſuffer the Mzlefrans 


r 
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himſelf with ſeein 
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to make an alliance with Crœſus, who ear- 


neſtly defired it; which prudent act of his 


was the cauſe of the preſervation of his coun- 


try; for Cyrus having conquered the Lydians, 

deſtroyed all the cities which had enter'd in- 
to confederacy with them, and ſpared thoſe 
of Miletum, who would not be concerit'd _ 
againſt him. | - WY | 
Thales being very old, cauſed himſelf to 


be carried one day upon a terrafs, to divere 


== combats of the amphi- 


theatre; the exceſſive heat made ſo violent 


an alteration in him, that he died ſuddenly in 


the very. place where he was beholding the 
combats. This happen'd in the 28th olym- 
piad, and 92d year of his age; and the people 


abundance of magnificence. 
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of Miletum celebrated his funeral rites with | 
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at Salamis in the 35th olym- 


from king Codrus, and his mo- 
cher was couſin- german to the 


part of his youth in travel in Egypt, which 
was then reſorted to by all men of learning. 


After 3 himſeif of the nature of 


the govertiment, and whatever related to the 
laws and cuſtoms of the country, he return'd 


to Athens, Where his extraordinary merit and 


birth procured him the moſt conſiderable em- 
ploy ments. i 29 

Solon was a man of very great prudence, 
mix'd with a great deal of fire, reſolution and 
ſincerity. He was an excellent orator, poet, 
and law-giver, and withal a good ſoldier. 


During his whole life, he was very zealous 
for the liberty of his country, a great enemy 
to tyrants, and very little concern'd for the 


I. LON the Athenian Was born 


piad, his father Exceſtides ſprung 


== mother of P:/tratzs. He ſpent 
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aggrandizing his family. He never fix'd him- 
ſelf under à particular maſter, any more 
than Thales. He neglected enquiring in- 
to the cauſes of nature, that he might ap- 
ply himſelf entirely to the ſtudy of mora- 
lity and politicks. He was the author of 
this excellent maxim, viz. We ought to ob- 
ſerve a medium in every thing | 
As Solon was once at Miletum, whicher the 
great reputation of Thales had brought him, 
after ſome diſcourſe with that philoſopher, 
he ſaid to him, I wonder, O Thales, that you 
have never married, becauſe you might then 
have had children, whom you would delight 


rn in bringing up; to which Thales gave him no 
n- immediate anſwer; but ſome time after he 
ng ſent a certain perſon to viſit him, who pre- 


O- tended to be a ſtranger, and ſaid he was juſt 
he come from Athens: well, ſays Solon, what 
nt |} news have you from thence? Nothing, re- 
ch |} ply'd he, but the burial of a young Athenian, 
g. whoſe funeral was attended by the whole 
Of city, becauſe he was a perſon of great diſtinc- 


he tion, and the ſon. of one who is very much 
'd reſpected by the people: this man, added he, 
1d has been for ſome time from Athens; and his 
n- friends are reſolved to conceal this matter 


from him, for fear he ſhould die with grief. 
e, O wretched father! ery'd Solon, pray what 
ad is his name? TI have often heard it, reply*d the 
et, ſtranger, but don't remember it at preſent, 


cr. i tho' I know that everyone eſteem'd him a man 
us of great wiſdom. Solon, whoſe uneaſineſs in- 
ny creaſed, ſeem'd very much concern'd, inſo- 


he much that he could not forbear asking, whe- 
cher it was not Solon. The very ſame, cry'd. 


4 


all the uſual ſigns of one overwhelm'd with 


your ſelf, faid Thales, for a loſs which can- 


while between theAzhenians,and Megarenſiaus, 


„% &oon 
the ſtranger immediately; upon which So- 
lon was 10 extremely concern'd, that he be- 
an to rent his clothes, tear his hair, and ſtrike 
imſelf upon the head; and at length hegave 


tief. Why do you thus weep and torment 


not be repaired by all the tears in the world? 
Ah! reply'd Solon, that's the very reaſon of 
my grief; I bewail a misfortune that admits 
of no remedy... At laſt Thales began to laugh 
at the ſtrange effect his grief had on him, and 
ſaid, O my friend Solon, this is what made 
me fearful of marriage ; I was apprehenſive 
of the yoke, and I perceive by the concern 
of the wiſeſt of men, that the ſtouteſt heart 
cannot bear the afflictions which are incident 
to the love and regard we have for our chil- 
dren : diſquiet your ſelf no longer, what has 
been ſaid, was nothing but a fictitious 
. | | 
There had been a very hot war for a great 


— 


about the iſland Salamis; at length, after 
great laughter on both ſides; the Aiheniaus, 
who had been worſted, growing weary of 
ſpilling ſo much blood, ordered the firſt who If be 
ſhould dare propoſe a war fox the recovery of oe 
Salamis, which was in the Megarenſians pol : 
ſeſſion, tobe puniſh'd with death. Solon, fear- ap 
ing that if he ſpoke upon this occaſion, he II ar 
ſhould injure himſelf, and that bis filence ve 


might prejudice his country, reſolved to co 


counterfeit being a fool, that under that pre- 5, 
tence he might be able to ſay and do what- e, 


ever he had a mind with impunity : to this bo 


OCD MM 
purpoſe, he cauſed it to be reported through- 
out the city, that he had loſt his ſenſes; and 
then, having made ſomeelegiack verſes, which 
he got by heart, he went out of his houſe in 
a Giry garb all torn, with a rope about his 
neck, and a greaſy old cap upon his head. 
The people all gather'd about him; and he 
getting upon the ſtone from whence they 
made publick proclamations, recited verſes to 
them, which was notuſual with him. Would 
to the Gods, cry'd he, that Athens had not been 
my country ; ah! Thad rather have been born 
at Pholegandes or Sienca, or in ſome more 
horrid and barbarous place; at leaſt then I 
had not had the vexation to ſee my ſelf point- 
ed at, and hear it ſaid, there goes an Azhe- 
nian, Who has ſhamefully eſcaped from Sa- 
lamis. Let us forthwith revenge the affront 
which we have received; and recover fo a- 
greeable an abode, which our enemies un- 
juſtly detain from us. This made ſuch an 
impreſſion upon the minds of the Atheniaus, 
that they immediately revoked the edict which 
ny had made, and taking arms, reſolved to 

e war upon the Megareuſiaus. Solon, who 
was appointed to command the forces, em- 
bark'd with them on board ſeveral fiſher- 
boats, and being attended by a galley of thirty 
oars, he caſt anchor juſt before Salams. 
The Megarenſiaus that were in the city being 
apprehenſive of what might happen, ran to their 
arms in diſorder, and ſent out one of their 
veſſels to fee what was the matter. This ſhip 
coming too near their enemies, was takenb 
Solon, who immediately cauſed all the Mega- 
renſiaus that were in it tobe bound; and put on 
board in their ſtead, _ of the belt of the 
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Atbenians, commanding them to ſail to Sa- 
lamis,- diſguiſing themſelves as well as they 
could. Solon, with the reſt of his men, land- 
ed in another place, and went to meet the 
Megarenſians, who were come into the field; 


and whilſt he gave them battle, thoſe whom 


he had ſent in the ſhip, went and made them- 
ſelves maſters of the city. Solon having over- 
come the Megarenſians, ſent back without any 
ranſom all the priſoners that had been taken 
in the battle, and erected a temple in honour 
of the [god Mars, in the very place where 
he had obtain'd the victory. Some time af- 
ter the Megaren/rans vainly endeavour'd to re- 
cover Salamis; at length both parties agreed 
to ſtand to the arbitration of the Lacedemo- 


ian. Solon proved before the Spartan de- 


puties, that Philus and Euriphaces, children of 
Ajax king of Salamis, came and lived at 
Athens, and gave that iſland to the Athenians, 
upon condition that they ſhould make them 
Citizens of Athens. He caus'd ſeyeral tombs 
to be open'd, and ſhew'd that the people o. 


Salamis turn'd the faces of their dead the ſam: 


way as thoſe of Athens; whereas the Mega- 
renſians turn'd them quite contrary. and that 
they cauſed the name of the dead perſon's fa- 


mily to be engraved upon their coffin, which 
was peculiar to the Azhentans only. But the 


people of Megara did not long delay taking 


their revenge; for the differences which had 
been a 2 time on foot, between the de- 


ſcendants of Cylon and thoſe of Megacles in- 
creaſed to ſuch an height, that they had al- 
moſt entirely deſtroy'd the city. Cylon had 


2 formerly endeayour'd to gain the ſupreme 
power of Athens; but his conſpiracy being 


- - 
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diſoover'd, he was maſſacred with ſeveral f 
his accomplices. All that could eſcape, ſe- 
cured themſelves in the temple of Minerva. 
Megacles, who was at that time chief magi- 
ſtrate, influenced them fo far by his fair ſpeeches, 
that. he prevail'd with them to come out of 
the temple, and appear before the judges, 
holding a ſtring tied to the ſtatue of the god- 
deſs, that they might not loſe their privilege. - 
As they were coming down from the temple 
the ſtring broke, and Megacles ſaid, that it 
was a plain token, that the goddeſs refuſed 
them her protection; whereupon he ſeized 
ſeveral of them, who were immediately ſton d 
by the people: thoſe who return'd to the al- 
tars, were almoſt all maſſacred, without re- 
ſpect had to the place; a few only eſcaped, 
whom the wives of the magiſtrates interce- 
ded for, and procured to be ſet at liberty. 

So ill an action as this brought a great 
odium upon the magiſtrates and their deſcen- 
dants, who were from thenceforward very 
much hated by the people. Many years at- 
ter the family of Cylon became very power- 
ful; the hatred that was between the two par- 
ties kindled again daily more and more. Solon, 
who was then chief magiſtrate, being afraid 
leſt their diſſentions ſhould occaſion the de- 
ſtruction of tlie whole city, obliged both par- 
ties to leave the matter to be determined by 
certain judges, who decided it in favour of 
the family of Cylon. All the deſcendants of 
Megacles were baniſhed, and the bones of 


thoſe who were dead taken up, and caſt out 


of the territories of Athens. The Megarenſians 
making uſe of this Ts which was 
: 2 4 


ſovercign power. Even thoſe who were not 


13 Fodor 


favourable to them, took arms whilſt the di- 


viſions were at the greateſt height, and reco- 


vered Salamis. 


No ſooner was this ſedition quel ld, but there 
aroſe another, the conſequences of which ap- 
pear d to be no leſs dangerous. The poorer 
tort of people were grown fo much in debt, 
that they were daily aſſign'd as ſlaves to 
their creditors, who forced them to work, 
or fold them again at their pleaſure; where- 
upon a great number of the populace flock'd 
together, reſolving to chuſe themſelves 
a leader, to hinder any of their body from 
being made ſlaves for the future, on failure 


of paying their debts at the day appointed, 


and to oblige the magiſtrates to divide the 
eſtates equally amongſt them all, as Lyczrgzs 
had done at Sparta. The diſorder was ſo 
great, and the ſeditious were ſo exaſperated, 
that they were at a loſs what remedy to make 
uſe of. Solon was choſen by the conſent of 
both parties, to put an end to the diſputes in 
an amicable manner; at firſt he was very un- 
willing to accept of ſo troubleſome an em- 
ployment, and nothing but the deſire of ſer- 


ving his country, made him conſent to it; 


he had before this been openly heard to tay, 
T har equality hinder'd all diſputes. Every one 
interpreted this ſaying to his own advantage; 


the poor fancy'd that he would make all men 
equal; the rich on the contrary thought that 
heè intended to meaſure all things according 

to mens birth and quality. By this means he 
became ſo acceptable to At 


parties, that 
they were urgent with him to accept of the 


$@L0N:, : 
concern'd in theſe diſputes, not knowing any 
better way to put an end to them, willingly 
conſented to have one for their maſter, who 
was eſteem'd the beſt and wiſeſt man in the 


| whole world. Solon was very averſe to it, 


and plainly declar'd, that he would never 
conſent ; ſo that his beſt friends could not 
but blame him. You are very unwiſe, ſaid 
they: What, under the pretence of an imagi- 
nary name of tyrant, do you refuſe a mo- 
narchy, which afterwards will be very law- 
fully acquired? Was not Timondas for- 
merly declared king of Eubœa? and does 
not Pittacus now reign at Mytilene? Solon 
was not to be moved by this. Lawful 
authority and tyranny over others, anſwer'd 
he, is indeed a very pleaſant ſituation for a. 
man to be in, but it is on all ſides ſorrounded 
with ſo many precipices, that there is no way 
left to get ont when once you are enter'd. 
So that he could never be Venen upan to 
accept this advantageous offer, that was made 
him ; and all his friends took'd upon him 
as one that was out of his ſenſes. Solon, 
however, apply'd himſelf in earneſt to quiet 
the diſorders that were in Athens: he began 
with making an order, that all former debts 


_ ſhould be entirely remitted, and no perſon 


make any demand upon his debtors ; and to 
give an example to the reft, he forgave adebt 
of ſeven talents, which was due to him b 

his father's inheritance: he declared thok 
debts to be of no force, which ſhould be here- 
after contracted under any corporal peunley, 


in order to prevent, for the future, that mi 


chief which had en all their diſorders. 


So OL O N. 


At firſt both parties were pretty much diſſa- 


tisfied-with his determination: the rich were 
angry at lofing what belong'd to them, and 
the poor were no leſs diſpleaſed, that the 
eſtates had been equally divided: but in the 
end, they were both ſo far convinced of the 


uſefulneſs of theſe regulations of Solon, that 


they choſe him again to appeale the diſorders 
that were occaſion'd by three different fac- 
tions which divided the city of Athens, and 
gave him power to reform the laws at his 
pleaſure, and to eſtabliſh what ſort of go- 
vernment he thought fit. 1 

That part of the people which lived upon 
the hill, would have the management of af- 
fairs entirely in the people; thoſe of tbe plain 
alledged, that it belong'd only to a certain 

number of the moſt conſiderable citizens; 
thoſe of the ſea- coaſt would have the magi- 
ſtrates choſen out of both theſe. Solon, whom 
they had appointed chief arbitrator of this mat- 
ter, began with aboliſhing the laws of his 
predeceſſor Draco, becaule they were too ſe- 
vere: for the ſlighteſt faults were puniſh'd 
with death, as well as thegreateſt crimes ; and 
it was no leſs dangerous to be convicted of 
idleneſs, of ſtealing fruit or herbs, than of 
the greateſt ſacrilege, murder, or the moſt 
wicked offence that can be imagined; which 
gave occaſion for ſaying, that thoſe laws 
were written with blood. Draco being ask'd, 
why he had order'd all ſorts of crimes 
to be indifferently puniſh'd with death: be- 
cauſe, ſays he, the leaſt faults deferve this 
- puniſhment; and I know of nothing more 


ſevere for the greateſt crimes. 


9 
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Solon divided the citizens into three diffe- 
rent ranks, according to the eſtate which 
every one was then poſſeſs'd of. He ad- 
mitted all the people in general into the 
publick affairs, excepting only ſuch tradeſ- 
men as lived merely by their labgur. Theſe 
were excluded from offices, and did not en- 
joy the ſame privileges as the reſt. . 

He order'd, that the chief magiſtrates ſnoud 
be always choſen from amongſt the citizens 
of the firſt ranx. e 
That in a ſedition, he, who had not ſided 
with any party, ſhould be branded with in- 
famy.  - 

That if a man who had married a rich 
heireſs ſhould appear to be impotent, his 
wife might converſe with whom fhe plea- 
{ſed of her husband's neareſt relations. 7 

That wives ſhould bring no other por- 
tion to their husbands, but three robes, and 
{ſome houſhold goods of ſmall value. 

That an adulterer might be kill'd with. 
impunity, when taken in the fact. | 

He moderated the expences of the ladies, 
and aboliſh'd ſeveral ceremonies which they 
uſed to obſerve. BESS 

He forbad ſpeaking ill of the dead. 

He allow'd thoſe, who had no children, 
to appoint whomever they pleaſed for their 
heirs, provided they were in their right 
ienies when they made their will. * 
He order'd him that had ſquander'd a- 
way his eſtate, to be branded with infamy, 
and deprived of all privileges, in the ſame 
manner as one that did not ſupport his fa- 
cher and mother in their old age: but a 
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ſon was not obliged to maintain his father, 
unleſs he had brought him up to ſome trade 
in his youth. | 1 A 

That no ſtranger. ſhould be made a citizen 
of Athens, unleis he was baniſh'd for ever 
from his own country, or came to ſettle 
_ with his family, in order to follow ſome 
calling. 
| — much leſſen'd the rewards that 
uſed to be given to the wreſtlers.  _ 

He enacted, that the children of thoſe 
who died fighting for their country, ſhould 
be brought up at the publick expence. 

That a guardian ſhould not live with the 
mother of his wards; and that the next heir 
ſhould never be choſen guardian. | 
That all thieving ſhould be puniſh'd with 
death; and that whoever put out the eye of 
any one ſhould be condemn'd to loſe both his 
own. 5 

All Solon's laws were engraven upon tables. 

—Thoſe who were of the council, ſwore to the 
obſervation of them themſelves, and that they , 
would cauſe them to be punctually obſerved 
by, others; even thoſe, to whoſe care they , 
were committed, ſwore ſolemnly, that if any © 
of them fail'd in it, they would be bound to 
Preſent a ſtatue of gold of their own weight IW , 
to the temple of Apollo. There were judges 
appointed to interpret the laws, in caſe any 

difference ſhould. ariſe amongſt the people Nb 

about them. 5 
One day, whilſt Solon was compoſing his p 

laws, Anacharſis ridiculed his undertaking, 

What, ſays he, do you think to reſtrain the WW .. 

injuſtice and paſſions. of men by writings ? 


| chey have agreed on amongſt them 


So LOR us 


guch ordinances, added he, may properly be 


6 


flies. = n 
Men readily obſerve thoſe things, which 
ſelves, re- 

ply'd Solon? and I will frame my laws in 
ſuch a manner, that all the citizens ſnall be 
convinced, that tis more to their advantage 
to obey than violate them. 


- 


compared to ſpiders webs, which only catch 


Being ask'd, why he had made no Jaw 
againſt parricide; he anſwer'd, becauſe I did 
not imagine that there could be any one ſo 
wicked, as to kill his father or mother. 
He uſually told his friends, that a man of 
threeſcore years old ſhould no longer de afraid 
— death, nor complain of the misfortunes of 
life, e | 
That courtiers were likethe counters made 
vie of in reckoning ; they ſtanding for more or 
leſs, according to the pleaſure of the prince. 
That thoſe who were about princes, ought 
10t to adviſe them to what was moſt pleafing, 
but what was moſt uſeful to them. 1571 
That we have no better guide to conduct 
us than our reaſon; and that we ſhould never 
ſay or do any thing without firſt conſulting it. 
That a man's honeſty was much more to 
be depended upon than his oath. e S008. 
That we ſhould not readily make any one 
our friend; but that it was very dangerous to 
break a friendſhip, when once made. wn 
That the moſt ſpeedy and ſure way to re- 
pay an injury, was to forget it. 
That we ſhould never take upon us to com- 
mand, without having learn'd to obey. 
That every body ought to abhor a lye. 


22 SOL. ON. 
That, in ſhort, we ought to honour the 
gods, reverence our parents, and have no in- 
tercourſe with the wicked. | 12255 
Solon perceiving that Piſiſtratus form'd a 
conſiderable party in Athens, and took mea- 
ſures in order to obtain the ſovereign power, 
did his utmoſt to oppoſe his deſigns: he 
aſſembled the people in the publick place, 
where he appear'd in arms, and diſcover” 
Piſiſtratuss enterprize. O Athenians! cry'd 
he, I am wiſer than thoſe who know not the 
wicked- deſigns of Piſiſtratus, and have more 
courage than thoſe who knowing them, out 
of fear or cowardice do not oppoſe them; I 
am ready to march at your head, and fight 
generouſly in defence of liberty. But the peo- 
ple, who favour'd P:/;ftratxs, look'd upon 
Solon as one out of his ſenſes. A few days 
after Piſiſtratus wounded himſelf, and was 
carried in a chair into the publick place all 
over blood, and ſaid that his enemies coming 
traiterouſly to ſeize him, had put him into 
that wretched condition in which they ſaw 
him. The people immediately roſe, and 
were ready to take arms: in defence of P:- 
Janes. Whereupon Solon ſaid to him, 
ſon of Ipocraſus] you repreſent but badly 
the part of Ces; he disfigured himſelf to 
deceive his enemies, but you wound yourſelf 
to impoſe upon your fellow-citizens. The 
people aſſembled themſelves together, and 
50% ratus deſired to have fifty guards al- 
low'd him: Solon ſtrenuouſly repreſented to 
them all the dangerous conſequences of ſuch 
an innovation; but he could not prevail with 
the enraged populace, who permitted Pi- 


SOLON. 23 
tratus to- take four hundred guards, and to 
raiſe troops in order to make himſelf maſter 
of the fort. The chief of the city were very 
much ſurprized; and every body thought of 

retiring one way or other, tho” Solon did not 
ſtir at all: but after having reproach'd the 
citizens with their ſtupidity and cowardice, 
he ſaid to them, formerly it was more eaſy 

for you to hinder this tyranny from being 
form'd ; but now, that it is eſtabliſt'd, it will 
be more: glorious for you to aboliſh and 
extirpate it entirely. hen he found, that 
what he ſaid could not recover the citizens 
from the conſternation they were in, he went 
to his houſe, and taking thence his arms, went 
and ſet them before the door of the 1ſenate- 
houſe, crying out, O my dear country! I have 
{ſupported thee as long as I could, both by my 
words and deeds: I call the gods to witneſs, 
that I have omitted nothing for the defence 
of the laws and liberty of my country. O 
my dear country! I am going to leave thee 
for eyer, becauſe I am the only; perſon who 
declares himſelf an enemy to the tyrant, and 
all the reſt areinclined to receive him for their 
maſter. S in ne $1 
Solon could never be induced to obey Pi- 
iſtratus; and being moreover afraid that the 
Athenians would force him to alter thoſe 
laws which he had ſworn to obſerve, he choſe 
rather a voluntary exile, and to have the plea- 
ſure of travelling, in order to acquire a know- 
ledge of the world, than to live in an unſatiſ- 
factory manner at Athens. Accordingly, he 
went into Egypt, where he lived ſome time 
at the court of Amaſis. Piſiſtratus, who had 
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24 OLD 
2 very great value for Solon, was very much 
concern'd at his going, and wrote him this 


kind letter, to try to bring him back. wo 


« 
&; 


E not the only one amongſt the Greeks, 


who has ſeized upon the ſovereignty of 


&« his country: I do nothing contrary to the 


laws, nor againſt the gods, becauſe I am 


deſcended from Coarus, and the Athenians 
have ſworn that they would preſerve the 


kingdom to his family : I am very careful 


to have your ordinances: obſerved with 
greater exactneſs, than if the government 
was in the people. I content myſelf with 
the tribute that I found ſettled, and, except 
certain honours which are due to my dig- 
nity,. [ have nothing that diſtinguiſheth me 
from the leaſt of the citizens. 1 entertain 
no enmity againſt you for having diſcover'd 
my deſigns; I am perſuaded, that it was 
more out of loye to your country than ha- 
tred to me, becauſe you didnot knowafter 
what manner I ſhould behave myſelf, and 
if you had known it, perhaps you would 
not have diſapproved my enterprize. Re- 
turn then upon my ſecurity, and be per- 
ſuaded, upon my word, that Soloa has no- 
thing to apprehend from Piſiſtratus, be- 


cauſe I would not ſo much as injure thoſe 


who had always been my declared enemies. 


I will look upon you as my belt friend, and 
you ſhall enjoy all manner of ſatisfaction 
with me, becauſe I don't think you capa- 


ble of being unfaithful. If you have any 
reaſons that hinder you from coming to 


HAibent, you may live wherever elle you 


GLX ws 


4 pleaſe; I ſhall be ſatisfied, provided I am 
—— | 


not the cauſe of your exile.““ 

Solon return'd him this anſwer. | 

] am ſatisfied, that you would not do 
« me any injury, for I was one of your 
friends before you became a tyrant, and I 
„ ovght not to be more odious to you than 
others, who hate tyranny. I leave every 
„one at liberty to judge for himſelf, whe- 
ether it is more for the advantage of Arhens 
to be govern'd by one abſolute maſter, or 


© ſeveral magiſtrates. I acknowledge you to 


© be the beſt amongſt the tyrants, but don't 
think I ought to return to Athens; for after 


_ © having eſtabliſh'd there a free government, 
and refuſed the chief adrhiniſtration which 


+. was offer'd me, if they fee me return, they 
« will have reaſon to blame me, and to think 
that I approved your enterprize.“ 


Solon wrote another letter in theſe terms 


to Epimeniden. | 
« As my laws were not likely to bring a 
* great advantage, ſo the breaking them 
© has been of no great uſe to the city. Nei- 
ther gods nor lawgivers can at all benefit 
© the cities, but may very much advantage 
© thoſe who influence the people as they 
e pleaſe, provided they have a good intention: 
my laws have indeed been of no uſe, but 
* thoſe who violated them have entirely over- 
„ turn'd the commonwealth, by not hinder- 
* ing Piſiſtratus from ufurping the ſupreme 
authority. I foretold all that would hap- 
pen; but they would not believe me: P;- 
* fiftratus, who flatter'd the Athenians, ſeem'd 
to them more faithful * I, who told them 
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the truth. I'offer'd to put myſelf at the 
head of the citizens, in order to prevent 
the misfortunes which have happen'd; they 
look d upon me as one out of his ſenſes : 
they granted guards to Piſiſtratus, who 
made uſe of them to reduce the city to ſla- 
very; and, for my part, I thought it beſt 


* 


eee, t $166 | | 
Creſus, king of Lydia, made all the Greeks 
of Aſia tributary to him. A great number of 
the moſt conſiderable men of that age quitted 
'. Greece for ſeveral reaſons, and retired to Sar- 
dis, the chief city of Crœſus's dominions, 
which flouriſh'd mightily at that time both in 
honour. and riches, and every body there 
ſpoke ſo advantageouſly of Solon, that Craſas 
became very deſirous Oi ſeeing him: accord- 
ingly he ſent to deſire him to come, and take 
up his abode at his court; and Solon return'd 
this anſwer. 811106 e 
4 very much value the friendſhip which 
4 you have expreſſed for me; and I take 
the gods to witneſs, that if I had not been 
e reſolved long ſince to live in a free ſtate, | 
% ſhould rather live under your governmen' 
than at Azhexs it{elf, whilſt Piſiſtratus ther hi 


* 
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. & exerciſes his tyrannical power: but ac- ſi 

3 „ « cording to the courſe of life which I have te 
| % choſen, it is more ſatisfaction to me to be by 
jn a place where every one is equal; how- tr 

ever, Idefign to come and ſee you, that! tt 

% may have the pleaſure of living ſome time * 

with you.” f a — 
; Solon went accordingly to Sardis at the re 20 
queſt of Craſus, Who expreſs'd an extraom d- 7 


nary deſire to ſce him. As he crofs'd Lydia, 
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he met ſeveral nobles with great attendance 
and magnificent equipages, whom he {till 
imagined to be the king. At length he was 
brought into Crœſus's preſence, who received 
him, ſetting upon his throne, adorn'd in the 
richeſt manner poſſible. Solon did not ſeem 
ſarprized at the ſight of ſo much magnifi- 
cence. Crœſus, calling him his gueſt, ſaid to 
him, I have heard of your great reputation 
for wiſdom; I know that you have travell'd 
much; but did you ever ſee any perſon dreſs*d 
ſo magnificently as I am? Tes, anſwer'd 
Solon, pheaſants, peacocks, and ſome other 
birds are deck'd with ſomething more magni- 


ficent, becauſe all their ſplendor is natural, 


without their being at any trouble to adorn” 
themſelves. So unexpected an anſwer very 
much ſurprized Craſus : he commanded his 

avs vr to open all his treaſures, and to expoſe - 
to Solon's view the moſt valuable furniture in 
his palace. Then he cauſed: him to come be- 
fore him a ſecond time, and ſaid to him, did 


you ever ſee an happier man than I? Ves, 


anſwer' d Solon, Tellus, a citizen of Athens, 


who lived as became an honeſt man, under a 


well-order'd commonwealth; he left behind 
him two ſons in good repute, with an eſtate 
ſufficient to ſupport them, being ſo happy as 
to die at length himſelf, with his arms in his 
hand, having obtain'd a victory for his coun- 
try. The Azhentans built a tomb for him in 


the very ſame place where he loſt his life, and 


have done great honours to his memory. 


Cræœſus was no leſs ſurprized than before, 


and thought Solon to be a man void of ſenſe. 
Well; ſaid he again to _ who is the happieſt 
| 2 
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man next to Tellus? There were heretofore, 


anſwer' d he, two brothers, the name of the one 


was Cleobis, and the other Byton; they were fo 
ſtrong, that they came off conquerors in all 
engagements, and they had a perfect love one 
for the other. Upon a certain feſtival, the 
prieſteſs of Juno, their mother, for whom 
they had a great affection, being under a ne- 
ceſſity of going to the temple to offer a ſacri- 
fice, and the oxen that ſhould draw her not 
coming in time, Cleobis and Byton yoked them- 


ſelves to her carr, and drew her to the place 


Whither ſhe was going: the people call'd to 
the gods to bleſs them, and their mother tranſ- 
ported with joy, pray'd to Juno to give them 
what ſhe thought molt beneficial for them. 
When the ſacrifice was ended, and they had 
feaſted very plentifully, they went to bed, and 


both died that ſame night. At this relation, 
Crœſus could not forbear ſhewing his re- 


ſentment. What, reply'd he, do you not 


count me in the number of the happy? O 
king of the: Hydiaus, anſwer'd Solon, you 
poſſeſs abundance of riches, and are maſter of 
a great number of people; but life is ſubject 
to ſo many changes, that we can pronounce 
no man happy till he has finiſh'd his courſe: 


time daily produeeth freſh: accidents, which 
could not be expected; we can never be ſure 
of victory till the battle is ended. Crœſus was 


greatly diſpleaſed; and ſent away Solon with- 
out ever deſiring to ſee him again. $i 


Aſop, who was: then at Sardis, being ſent 
for thither to divert Cræſus, was concern'd at 
the ill reception which the king had given: to a 
man of ſuch extraordinary merit. O Son, 


4 wyS „ . , ee e mw ee e . Wl | . . on a. 


as. v4 4 ans nd ko 


« ©, obs R89v wa bw 


Fob OE 
ſaid he to him, we either muſt not come near” 
princes, or ſay nothing but what is agreeable 
to them. On the contrary, anſwer'd Solon, 
whenever we approach them, we ought al- 
ways to give them the beſt counſel we can, 
and never ſay any thing to them but the 
Cyrus kept Aſtyages, his mother's father, 
priſoner, and had deprived him of all his 
territories; at which Creſus being offended 
took Aſtyages's party, and made war upon 
Perſia, As he poſleſs'd immenſe riches, 
and was at the head of a people which were 
eſteem'd the moſt warlike in all the world, he 
thought that nothing was impoſſible to him; 
but he was unfortunately overthrown, and re- 
tired to Sardis, where he was beſieged, and 
made priſoner after fourteen days reſiſtance. 
He was brought before Cyrus, who loaded 
him with chains; and then they carried him to 
the top of a funeral pile, where he was ty'd 
up in the midſt of fourteen Lydian children, 
in arder to be burnt there in the fight of Cy- 
ras and all the Perſians. As they were ſet- 
ting fire to the pile, Crœſus, in that deplora- 
ble condition, call'd to mind the diſcourſe 
which he formerly had with Solon, and cry'd 
out with a ſigh, O Solon] Sglon ] Solon! This 
ſurprized Cyrus, who ſent to enquire whether 
it was ſome god whom he invoked in his dif- 
treſs: Crœſus made no anſwer; but at length 
being forced to ſpeak, he told them, almoſt 
overwhelm'd with ſorrow, Alas! I was naming 
a man, whom kings ſhould always have about 
them, and whoſe converſation they ſhould 
value more than all their treaſure and magni- 
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-ficence. Being preſs'd to. give a farther ac- 
count of him; he is a wiſeman of Greece, 
continued he, whom I formerly ſent for on 
_ purpoſe to make him admire my profperous 
condition, and he told me unconcernedly, as 
it were to ſhew me that it was all but a fooliſh 
_ vanity, I ſhould wait till the end of my life, 
and that I-ſhould not depend too much upon 
a ſtate which was liable to ſo many calami- 
ties: now I am convinced of the truth of 
what he before ſaid to me. Whilſt Crœſus 
was ſpeaking, the fire being already put to the 
bottom of the pile, was now aſcending to the 
top: but Cyrus was very much affected with 
what Creſas had ſaid; the deplorable condi- 
tion of a prince who had been ſo powerfu] 
made him reflect upon himſelf: he was afraid 
leſt ſome ſuch diſgrace ſhould happen to him 
ſelf hereafter, ſo he order'd tlic fire to be 
immediately put out; and cauſing the chains, 
with which Creſus was loaden, to be taken 
off, he ſhew'd him all poſſible reſpect, and 
made uſe of his adyice in affairs of the greateſt 
importance. | . 

Solon, after he left Creſas, tetired into C- 
licia, where he built a city, and call'd it Solos, 
after his own name. There he was inform'd, 
that Piſiſtratus ſtill maintain'd the power 
which he had uſurp'd, and that the Atbenians 
repented of not having oppoſed his uſurpation. 

Solon wrote to them in theſe words. 
„Lou are much to blame in accuſing 
e the gods on account of your ill for- 
“ tune; if you now ſuffer, you ought only 
eto charge it on your own levity and folly, 
* in not giving credit to thoſe who meant 


% well to their country, but ſuffering your 


« ſelves to be impoſed upon by the fair, 


«© ſpeeches and crafty deſigns of a man, Who 
«© was ſeeking to deceive you. Youallow'd:- 
nim to raiſe guards, which will ſerve to 
% keep you in flavery. all the reſt of your. 
CY N | 
Periander, tyrant of Corinth, having in- 
form'd Solon of the ſtate of his affairs, and 
defired him to give him his advice, Solon ſent 
him this anſwer. _ 

Lou wrote me word that a great many 
« people conſpire againſt you: if you ſhould 
rid your ſelf of all your enemies by 
putting them to death, you will be very 
& little the better; thoſe whom you do 
not ſuſpect, will lay traps: for you; 
«© ſome body who is afraid upon his own 
account, or who does not approve your 
„proceedings, or, in ſhort, who thinks he 
„ does good ſervice to his country: the 
«beſt thing you can do is, entirely to re- 
nounce the power you have ufurp'd. If you 
cannot reſolve to do that, ſend for foreign 
troops enough to keep your country in ſub- 
jection, that you may be no longer under. 

<« apprehenſions, and no more obliged to ſend. 
% men into baniſhment.” ; 

_ Afterwards Solon went into Cyprus, and 
contracted. a friendſhip with Phzlecypras the 
prince of Oepia. That city was built in a 
very barren place; Solon adviſed him to re- 
build it in a better country: accordingly, he 
made choice of a very fruitful plain for that 
purpoſe, and managed the whole buſineſs him- 
ſelf, which ſucceeded admirably well; and 
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Philocypras out of gratitude, would have the 
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Solon never was an enemy to pleaſure; he 
loved good living, muſick, and Whatever 
contributed to render life agreeable. He 
hated thoſe repreſentations, or plays, where 
nothing is ſaid but what is fictitious; becauſe 
he thought them injurious to the State, and 
that from thence numberleſs ſeditions might. 
be raiſed. Whilſt he was in great authority 
at Athens, Theſpis began to act the tragedies 
himſelf, which he had compoſed; this plea- 
ſed the people wonderfully, on account of the 
novelty. Solon, who loved to divert him 
ſelf, came thither one day ; and when all. 
was over, he called Theſp;is. Are not you 
aſhamed, ſaid he, to tell lies before all the 
World? There is no harm in it, anſwered 
Theſpis, ſince *twas only for ſport. That 
may be, reply'd Solon, ſtriking a ſtick which 
he had in his hand againſt the ground; but if 
we approve ſuch lies in jeſt, we ſhall not be 
long before we find them in our publick 
_ tranſactions, and in the. moſt ſerious. mat- 
ters. And for that reaſon it was, that whilſt. 
P:ſiſtratus cauſed himſelf to be carried in 
his bloody condition into the publick place, 
Solon cried out, fee there the miſchievous 
conſequences of theſe illuſions. _ 5H 
Some aſcribe to Solon the eſtabliſhment of 
the Areopagus, Which was a counſel compo- 
ſed of thoſe who had paſled through all of- 
fices in Athens. Solon being ask d upon a. 
certain time, what was the moſt politick 
State; he anſwered, That in which thoſe 
who have never been injured, endeavour to 
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revenge thoſe who have, with as much ear- 
neſtneſs as if it was their own caſe. About 


work: this happened in the 55th olympiad, » 
about the 8oth year of hisage. He order dhis- 


WA 2 8 
N 1 
e 
= Nd — 22 ff. 7 
p 77 


US > „e 
p 


PITTACUS. 


ITT A CUS, ſon of Hirradias 
of Thrace, was born at Myti- 
dil /ezze, a ſmall town in the ifle 
of Lesbos, about the 29th o- 
lympiad. In his younger days 
he was very enterprizing, a 
brave ſoldier, a great commander, and al- 
ways a good citizen. It was his maxim, That 
we ſhould ſuit ourſelves to the times, and make 
uſe of | an: > TOTO RT 

His firſt enterprizewas entering into a league 
with the brother of Alcers, . the tyrant 
Melancher, who had uſurp'd the ſovereign 
power of Lesbos, and accordingly he routed 
him; by which he acquired a great reputation 
for courage. There had been for a long time 
a fierce war between the Mytilenians and Athe- 
zians, about the poſſeſſion of a certain tract 
of land, call'd Achillicides, and the Mytile- 
niaus Choſe Pittacus to command their for- 
ces: when the two armies were in ſight of 
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each Other, and ready to give battle, P:izra- 


cus propoſed to decide the quarrel by ſingle 


combat; and he challenged Phryno, general 
of the Athenians, who had been victorious 
in all ſorts of combats, and had ſeveral times 
carried the prize at the olympick games: 


- Phryno accepted the challenge; and it was 
agreed, that he who vanquiſhed, ſhould re- - 


main poſſeſs'd of the territory in diſpute, 
without farther oppoſition. Theſe two ge- 
nerals came forth alone, in the midſt of the 
two armies; Pittacus had conceal'd a net 
under his buckler, and watch'd his oppor- 
. tunity ſo well, that he unexpectedly enclo- 
ſed Phryno, and cried out, I have not caught 
a man, but a fiſh; then he kill'd him in the 
view of the two armies, and remain'd ma- 
ſter of the territories. From hence comes 
the cuſtom which has been ſince practiſed, of 
Introducing nets upon the ſtage to divert the 
people. $rfs | a 3 
Pittacus's fire was at length very much a- 
bated by age, and he began by degrees to 
_ reliſh the pleaſures of philoſophy. The 
people of Mytilene, who had a very great 
value for him, conferr'd on him the chief go- 
vernment of their city. The long and pain- 
ful experience which he had had, made him 
look upon the different turns of fortune with 
an extraordinary greatneſs of mind; there- 
fore when he had regulated the common- 
Wealth after a very good method, he volun- 
tarily renounced the government, which he 


had held for twelve years, and withdrew al- 


together from publick affairs. 
He exprels'd a great contempt for the 
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gifts of fortune, tho". he had formerly very 
much defired them. The Mytileniuus, in 
conſideration of his great ſervices, offer'd 
him a very pleafant ſeat, water'd with ri- 
vulets, and ſurrounded with woods and 
Vineyards, with ſeveral demeſnes, the re- 
venues of which were 1ufficient to enable 
him to live after a very fplendid manner 
in his retirement; but Pittacus taking his 
ſpear, threw it with all his might, and was 
contented with ſo much land in length and 
breadth, as the dart which he had thrown went 
. over. The magiſtrates, ſurprized at his mo- 
deration, deſired to know the reaſon of it: 
to which he anſwer' d, without farther expla- 
5 3 That a part is more uſeful than the 
- whale. [Dag 


1 writing to him, on a certain time, 


to deſire he would come and ſee his riches, 
he gave him this anſwer. 
** You would have me come to Lydia 
to ſee your treaſures: without having 
© ſeen them, I make no queſtion but that 
(the ſon of. Haliattes, is the moſt power- 
% ful king in the world; but tho? I had all 
you poſlefs, I ſhould not be richer than I 
„ am: I have no manner of occaſion for 
© riches ; I am ſatisfied with the little that 
„ ſerves to ſupport myſelf and a few friends; 
however, to ſatisfy your defire, I will 
come and ſee you.. | 
Craœſus, when he had ſubdued the A/zatick 


Greeks, reſolved to equip a navy to make 


himſelf maſter of the iſles. At this time Pit- 
tacus coming to Sardis, Crafſus ask'd him 
what news he brought from Greege : vir, 
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faid Pittacus, the iſlanders have bought up 
10000 horſes, with a reſolution to make war 
upon you, and come and attack Sardis. Cra-. 
ſas took this ſeriouſly, ſaying, Would to the 
gods the iſlanders were to attack the Lydians 
on horſe-back ! It ſeems, reply'd Pittacus, 
that you have a mind to ſee them with their 
cavalry on the main land; you are in the 
right: but don't you think that the iſlanders 
will likewiſe be mightily diverted, when they 
know that you deſign to lead naval forces 
againſt them? They would be overjoy'd to 
meet you and the Lydiaus at ſea, that they 
may have an opportunity of revenging the 
misfortune of thoſe Erecians, whom you have 
reduced to ſlavery. Cræœſus thinking that Pit- 
tacus had received inſtructions for what he 
had but juſt then invented, quitted his de- 
ſign of equipping a navy, and made an alli- 
ance with the Greeks of the iſles. 

Pittacus was ſomewhat deform'd in his 
perſon, had always fore eyes, was very 
tat and ſlovenly, and had an ill gate, by 
reaſon of ſome infirmity in his feet. He 

had married the daughter of Draco the le- 
giſlator; ſhe was a very paſſionate woman, 
always intolerably inſolent, had her hus- 
band in great contempt, on account of his 
ill appearance, and becauſe ſhe valued her 
{elf for being nobly deſcended. One day 
Pittacus had invited ſeveral philoſophers, 
that were his friends, to dine with him; when 
every thing was ready, his wite, who was 
always out of humour, cameand threw down 
the table, and all the meat that was on it: 

ittac us, without ä any diſorder, on- 


38 PITTACUS. 
ly ſaid to his gueſts ; She is a fool, you muſt 
. excuſe her weakneſs. And this miſunder- 
Nanding, which had always been between 
him and his wife, gave him a great averfion to 
unſuitable marriages. Aman coming to him, on 
a certain time, to know which he ſhould take 
of two wives whom he had his choice of, the 
one being in much the ſame circumſtances as 
himſelf, the other much more conſiderable 
for her fortune and family, Pittacus lifting. 
up the ſtick on which he lean'd, Go, ſays 
he, to the ſtreet where children are playing, 
and follow the advice which they ſhall give 
you in this caſe. Accordingly, the young 
man went ; and the children who were 
playing very earneſtly, {aid to one another, 
chuſe your equal. I'his made him leave all 
thoughts of the woman who was confidera- 
bly above him, and take her who was upon 
a level with him. Pittacus was ſo very ſober, 
that he ſeldom drank any thing but ſpring 
water, altho' there was plenty of the belt 
ſort of wines at Mytilene. 

He ſecretly adviſed Periander to abſtain 
from wine, it he had a mind to ſucceed in his 
_ deſign of making himſelf matter of Corinth, 
or woukd preſerve himſelf in his uſurpation. 

He order'd that a man ſhould be doubly 
puniſh'd, who committed a fault when he 
was drunk. f 

He uſually ſaid, that there was ſomething 
ſo powerful in neceſſity, that the gods them- 
ſelves were forced to obey its laws. 

- That it was in governing a commonwealth 
that a man ſhew'd the greatneſs of his capa- 
City | | we 
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That wiſe men ought to foreſee the evils 
that might happen, in order to preyent them, 


and that men of courage ought to undergo 


them bravely, when they happen'd. 

That it was no eaſy matter to be a man of 
worth. | 

That there was nothing better than always 


to endeavour to do that well which we are 


about. 


That in order to ſucceed, it was requiſite 
to conſider maturely, and perform ſpeedily 


whatever we deſign'd. 

That the moſt valuable victories were 
thoſe which were gain'd without bloodſhed; 
and that for the well governing of an em- 
pire, it was neceſſary for the king, and all in 
authority, to obey the laws, as well as the 
meaneſt ſubjects. | | 

When you would bring any thing about, 
{aid he to his difciples, never boaſt of it; for 
if through misfortune you ſhould not ſucceed, 
people will be apt to laugh at you. | 

Never upbraid any one with his ill fortune, 
leſt ſome time or other you ſhould happen to 
be in the ſame condition. 2 

Speak no ill of any one, not een of your 
enemies. - "7: vu 

Keep your friends, and live wich them as 


much reſerved, as if they were hereafter to 


become your enemies. | 2 
Love chaſtity, frugality and truth. 
Reverence the gods. „ | 
Reſtore faithfully whatever ſhall be en- 
truſted with you, and never reveal a ſe- 
eret. 
He made certain vn in which he ſaid, 
2 


— 
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that we would take our bow and quiver te 

Kill a wicked man, wherever wefound him, 
becauſe being always double-minded, his 

mouth never utter'd any thing that could 
be depended upon. | 

C're&/zs fent him a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney in his retirement; but Pittacus would 
not receive it, coldly anſwering, Iamricher 
by half than I deſire; for my brother died 
Without leaving any children, and his inheri- 

tance comes to me. 

Putacus uſed to make very quick and ſpright- 
ly repartees; and was never at a lots for an 
anſwer, whatever queſtion was put to him. 

Being ask'd, what was moſt changeadle? he 
anſwer'd, the courſe of waters, and the tem- 
pes of a woman. 
What was that which a man ſhould defer 
doing as long as he could? borrowing mo- 
ney of his triend. 

W hat was that we ſhould do at all times 
and in all places? make uſe of the good and 
evil which happens. | 

Being ask'd what was the moſt agreeable 

thing? he ſaid, time. | 1 
I he moſt ſecret? futurity. The moſt faith- 

ful? the earth. The molt unfaithful? the les. 

Phocaicus telling him that he had a mind to 
apply himſelf to an honeſt man, abous ſome- 
thing which he had in his mind: you do well 
to ſearch, reply'd Pittacus, but you will ne- 
ver find him. 

His ſon Zyrreus being one day in a barber's 
ſhop at Came, where young people uſual- 
ly met to hear and relate news, a work- 
man by miſchance let fall an ax, which 
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fell upon Tyrreus's head, and clove it in 
twain : the people of Cumæ ſeiz'd the mur- 
derer, and brought him before the father of 
the deceaſed. Pittacus, having made a ſtrict 
enquiry into all the circumſtances of the ac- 
tion, found that he who committed the fact, 
was by no means culpable: he therefore ſet him 
at liberty, becauſe, ſaid he, a fault commit- 
ted againſt our will, deſerves pardon, and he 
that revengeth it, becomes guilty, by unjuſt- 
ly puniſhing the innocent. : 

:ttacus ſometimes diverted himſelf with 
poetry ; and wrote his laws and ſome other 
pieces in verſe : his moſt uſual employment 
was to turn a mill for the grinding-of corn. 
He was maſter to Pherecides, whom many 
havereckon'd amongſt the wiſemen of Greece, 
and whoſe end was very extraordinary. 

*Tis ſaid, that whilſt the war between the 
Epheſiaus and Magnenſians was at the height, 
Pherecides, who was very zealous for the 
Epheſians, meeting a perſon on the road, 

ask'd him what countryman he was? As 
ſoon as he knew that he was an Epheſian, 
Take me by the legs, ſaid he, and drag me 
into the country of the Magneuſiaus, and go 
immediately and tell the Epheſiaus, how Phe- 
recides order'd you to treat him; and charge 
them not to neglect burying me, as ſoon as 
they have obtained the victory. The man did 
as he was deſired, and went immediately 
and related the matter at Epheſus. The 
Epheſians being encouraged by this, gave 
battle the next day, and gain'd a conſide- 

rable victory over their enemies ; then they 
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went immediately to the place, where they 
were informed Pherecides was, and finding 
him dead on the ground, they carried him 
thence, and performed his funeral rites at- 
ter a pompous manner. 

Pittacus died in the iſle of Lesbos, at above 


ſeventy years of age, and in the fitty-ſecond 
olympiad. 


„ IA of Priene, a little town 
8 VE3 in Caria, was very famous 
* lin Greece, in the reign of 
AHaliattes and Crœſus, kings 
2 j of Lyaia, that is, from the 
— torticth olympiad to his death. 
He was a good citizen, an admirable poli- 
tician, and an honeſt man, and one who was 
by no means influenced by ſelf-intereſt. He 
lived after a very plain manner,tho' he wasborn 
to great riches; and ſpent all his eſtate in re- 
lieving the neceſſitous: he was counted the 
beſt orator of his time; and he employ'd his 
skill in defending the poor, and all that were 
in diſtreſs, without reaping any advantage by 
it, but the glory of ſerving his country. He 
never undertook any cauſe, but What he 
thought ſtrictly juſt ; ſo that it became a. 
proverb throughout the country ; for when 
they would intimate that a cauſe was ꝑerfect- 
ly good, they ſaid it was ſuch a one as Bias 
would undertake: and in order to commend 


2 


an orator after an extraordinary manner, 
they would ſay, he even excell'd Bias. N 
Certain pirates having landed in the Pelo- 
penneſus, near Meſſene, and taken away ſeve- 
ral young women, whom they brought to 
fell at Prieus, Bias bought them, and car- 
ried them home, taking care of them, as 
if they had been his own children; and 
making them preſents, ſent them home 
to their parents : the generoſity of this ac- 
tion acquired him ſo great a reputation, that 
ſeveral perſons {tiled him, the prince of the 
wiſemen. | „ | | 
Some time after the fiſhermen belonging to 
Meſſene found a golden veſſel in the belly 
of a large fiſh, inſcrib'd with theſe words: 
To THE wISES T. The ſenate of Meſſeue 
aſſembled to conſider to whom it ſhould be 
given; the young women, whom Bias had 
treated ſo civilly, came to the affembly with 
their parents, and cry'd out all together, that 
no body was wiſer than Bias. Whereupon, 
the ſenate ſent him the veſſel; but Bras exa- 
mined it, and when he had read the inſerip- 
tion, retuſed to accept it, ſaying, that that 
title belong'd to none but Apollo. " 
Some are of opinion, that this veſſel is the 
fame with the tripod, mention'd in the life of 
Thates, and that this ſtory has no other grounds 
but its being ſent to Bias; and fome even al- 
ledge that he was the perſon to whom it was 
firſt brought. 805 
Haliattes, king of Lydia, having deſtroy'd 
ſeveral cities of the Afratick Greeks, came to 
befiege Priene. Bias was at that time chief 
magittrate of the city, and made a ſtout reſi- 
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ſtance for a long while; but perceiving that 
Haliattes reſolved to perſiſt in his enterprize 
to the laſt, and the city being reduced to great 
extremities for want of proviſion, Bias cau- 
ſed two fine mules to be made fat, and drove 
them out towards the enemy's camp, as if 
they had eſcaped of their own accord. Ha- 


' {attes was ſurprized to ſee theſe creatures in 


ſo good caſe, and from thence began to fear 
that he ſhould not be able to take the place 
by famine. He therefore deviſed a pretence 
for ſending a man into the city, to whom 
he gave ſecret orders to obſerve what condi- 
tion the beſieged were in. Bias ſuſpecting 
his deſign, cauſed great heaps of ſand to be 
ſtrewed over with meal, and ſo ordered the 
matter, that the perſon ſent by Haliattes, ſaw 
all this ſeeming plenty, without its appear- 
ing a contrivance: Haliattes, deceived by this 
ſtratagem, immediately reſolved to raiſe the 
ſiege, and leaving the Prieniaus at peace, he 
made an alliance with them. He was defi- 
rous of ſeeing Bias, and ſent to him to come 
and viſit him in the camp: Bias reply'd to his 
- meſſengers; Tell the king that this is my a- 
bode, and that Icommand him to eat onions, 
and weep all the reſt of his days. 

Bias was a great lover of poetry : he com- 
poſed above two thouſand verſes, in which 
he laid down precepts, to inſtruct the world 
how every one might live happily,and for well 
governing the common-wealth, both in peace 
and war. ; „ 

He uſed often to ſay; endeavour to pleaſe 
every body: if you are ſucceſsful in this point, 
you will meet with innumerable ſatisfactions 
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in life; for the diſdain and contempt which 
we ſhew for other people, never was pro- 
ductive of good. 1 
Love your friends with diſcretion ; conſi- 
der they may become your enemies. 
Hate your enemies with moderation ; for 
- is poſſible they may be your friends here- 
ter. Es, 
Chuſe with deliberation thoſe whom you 
would make your friends; have affection for 
them all, but make a difference with regard 
to their merit. | | | 
- Imitate thoſe, the choice of whom is an 
honour toyou; and depend upon it, that the 
virtue of your friends will add not a little to 
your own reputation, | 
Be not too eager to ſpeak ; it is a ſign of 


oy. ; 
{ndeavour to get wiſdom whilſt you are 
young, it will be all the comfort you have 
when you are grown old ; it is the beſt pur- 
| Chaſe you can make, being the only thing 
which we are fecure of poſſeſſing, and which 
can never be forced from us. 
Anger and raſhneſs are two things which 
are very contrary to prudence. - £ 
Honeſt men are very ſcarce; but the wicked 
and fooliſh are very numerous. | 
Be ſure to obſerve punctually whatever 
you have promiſed. | 
Speak of the gods as becomes their digni- 
ty; and give them thanks for all the good 
deeds you perform. 5 
Never be importunate: it is better to be 
obliged to receive a thing, than to force others 
to give. | COAL ECG 


I 


r 


Never undertake any thing raſhly; but 


perform with your might whatever you have 


undertaken, . N | 
Be very careful of commending a man for 


his riches, if he has no other merit. 


Always live as if you were to die every 
moment, and yet as if you were to continue 
a great while upon the earth. | 

A good conſtitution is a gift of nature; 
riches are commonly an effect of chance ; 
but it is wiſdom only that makes a man ca- 
pable of giving good advice to his country. 

"I is a diſeaſe of the mind, to wiſh for im- 
_ poſſibilities. == 8 

Being ask'd, What flatter' d men moſt? it 
is hope, reply'd he. | | 

What pleaſed them moſt ? gain. 


What was moſt difficult to undergo ? the 


ſhocks of fortune. 


He ſaid, that a man was very unhappy - 


that could not ſupport himſelf under diſgrace, 
when it happen'd to be his lot. 


As he was in a ſhip with certain wicked 


perſons, there ſuddenly aroſe ſo violent a 
_ ſtorm, that the veſſel was every moment in 
danger of ſinking, upon which thoſe wicked 
wretches being {track with the apprehenſions 
of death, began to call upon the gods. Hold 
your tongues, ſaid Bias to them, leſt they 


perceive you to be here; for then we ſhall in- 


evitably perith. 


Another time a wicked man asked him, 
what fort of devotion ſhould be paid to the 
gods: Bias made no reply; but the man ur- 

ing him to tell him the reaſon of his filence ; 
t is, anſwered he, becauſe you ask me 
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about matters which you are not concer- 
ned in. rs | 
He ſaid, he had much rather be judge of a 
difference between two of his enemies, than 
between two of his friends; becauſe we moſt 
commonly diſoblige that friend whom we 
pronounce ſentence againſt, and we may hap- 
pen to reconcile ourſelves to that enemy, in 
whole favour we determine. 
Bias being obliged once to judge one of his 
friends, who was to be puniſh'd with death; 
before he pronounced ſentence, he wept be- 
fore all the ſenate. Why do you cry, ſaid 
ſome body to him; ſince it depends upon you 
either to condemn or clear the criminal? I 
' weep, reply'd Bias, becauſe nature forces 
me to compaſſionate the miſerable, and the 
law orders me to have no regard to the im- 
pulſe of nature. | 
Bias never thought any of thoſe things 
truly good for us, which depend upon for- 
tune; he look?d upon riches as amuſements 
which we might well be without, and which 
often ſerved to lead us out of the paths of 
virtue. | 


He happened to be at Priene, the place 
of his 1 Critter that unfortunate place 
was taken and  deſtroy'd : all the citi- . 
Zens be on what they could, and fled to G 
- thoſe places where they imagined they could | 


beſtow it with ſafety ; Bias alone remain'd 
unconcern'd amidſt this great deſolation, 
without being affected any more than if he 
had been entirely inſenſible of the misfor- 
tunes of his country; and being ask'd why 
he did not endeayour to ſave ſomething as 
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well as the reſt > Why, 1 do, reply'd Bias; 
for all that I have I carry about me. x 
The laſt action of Bias is no leſs remark- 
able than the reſt of his life. He had cau- 
ſed himſelf to be carried into the ſenate, 
where he maintained the cauſe of one of his 
friends with abundance of zeal ; but bein 
now very old, hefound himſelf fatigued, and 
lean'd his head upon the boſom of his daugh- 
ter's ſon, who attended him: when the ora- 
tor, who was on the oppoſite ſide, had end- 
ed his diſcourſe, the judges pronounced ſen- 
tence in favour of Bras, who thereupon im- 
mediately expired in thearms of his grandſon. 
The whole city celebrated his funeral with 
great pomp, and expreſs'd an extraordi- 
nary concern for his death, erecting him a 
ſtately tomb, whereon theſe words were 


Written. | 


\ 


Priene was the country of Bias, who was. 
formerly the ornament of alllonia, and who had 
ſentiments ſuperior to all the reſt of the Philo- 
ſephers, | 1 BE e 


His memory was held in ſo great vene- 
ration, that a temple was dedicated to him, 
in which the people of Priene paid him ex- 
traordinary honours, 


» 
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is ſomewhat extraordinary, 
that the Greeks ſhould give the 
title of wiſeman to one ſo 
fooliſhas Periander; they were 
probably dazzled by the un- 
common luſtre of his maxims, 


without regarding his diſorderly way of living, 


which he perſiſted in all his life long. He 
always ſpoke like one that was truly wiſe, 
yet lived like one that was mad: for a long 
time he held criminal converſation with Cra- 
tea, his own mother, without being aſhamed 
of thus diſnonouring himſelf. . He once made 
a vow, that if he gain'd the prize in the olym- 
pick games, he would cauſe a golden ſtatue 
to be erected in honour of Jupiter; accord- 
ingly, he was victorious in the next games 
that were celebrated; but not having money 
to make good his promiſe, he took away all 
the ornaments of the ladies, who were adorn- 
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ed magnificently, in order to aſſiſt at a cer- 
tain feſtival, and by this means got where withal 
to perform his vow. „ 1 8 
Periander was fon of Cypſelus of the fami- 
ly of the Heraclides, and he exerciſed a ty- 
rannical power at Corinth, the place of his 
birth, during the reign of Halyattes, king of 
Lydia: he married Lyſis, daughter of Pro- 
ow, prince of Epidaurus. He always ex- 
preſs'd a great deal of paſſion for her, and 
changed her name from Lyſis into Meliſſa: 
he had two ſons by her; Cypſe/as, the elder, 
was of a very heavy diſpoſition, and ſeem'd 
almoſt ſtupid ; but Lycophrooz the younger, 
bad a very exalted genius, and was very fit 
to govern a kingdom. | | 
Certain concubines endeavouring to make 
Periauder uneaſy about his wife Meliſſa's 
conduct, who was then with child, reported 
certain things to him, which made him ex- 
tremely jealous; ſo that meeting her at that 
juncture, as ſne was going up ſtairs, he gave her 
ſuch a kick on the belly, that he threw her from 
the top to the bottom of the ſtair-caſe, and 
killed both the mother and the child ſhe was 
big with. He immediately repented of what 
| he had done; and as he loved her extreme- 
ly, he threw himſelf upon the dead body, 
and through paſſion and deſpair, committed 
the moſt brutal action poſſible: after wards he 
vented his rage upon the women who oc- 
caſion'd his ſuipicions, and commanded them 
to be burnt. - As Toon as Procleus heard of 
the barbarous manner in which he had trea- 
ted his beloved daughter, he ſent for his two 
grandſons, tor e had all the affection 
2 
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imaginable, and kept them with him ſome 
time, in order to comfort him; and when 
he ſent them back, he ſaid, embracing them, 
You know, my children, the murder of your 
mother; the eldeſt had no regard to the mean- 
ing of this, but the younger was ſo much af- 
fected with it, that when he return'd to Co- 
rinih, he would never ſpeak to his father, 
nor make anſwer to what he ask'd him: Pe- 
riander being enraged at his ſon's ill humour, 
turn'd him out of his houſe; and ask*d Cyp- 
ſelas, his eldeſt ſon, ſeveral queſtions, in or- 
der to find out what Procleus had ſaid to 
them; but Cypſe/zs, who had forgot it all, 
only gave him an account of the good treat- 
ment they had met with. This did not ſatisfy 
Periander, who ſuſpected that this was not 
all which had paſſed; and he at laſt urged C'yp- 
ſelus fo much, that he called to mind, the 
laſt words which Procleus had ſaid to them, 
when they came away, and related them to 
his father. Periander immediately gueſs'd 
what was the deſign of ſaying this to his 
children, and endeavour'd to put his other 
ſon under a neceflity of having recourſe to 
him, forbidding the people where he lodged 
to entertain him any longer in their houſe. 
Lycophroon being now driven from the place 
where he had taken up his abode, endeavour- 
ed to get admittance inte ſeveral other houſes, 
but was every where refuſed, becauſe of his 
father's threatenings : however, at laſt he 
found ſome friends, who took compaſſion 

1 on him, and received him into their houſes, 
even at the peril of diſobeying the king; who 
thereupon gave out, that whoever receiyed, 
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puniſhment deterr'd all the Corinthians, fo 
that none of them durſt haye any farther 


intercourſe with him. Lycophroon ſpent whole 
nights abroad under the porches of houſes; 


and every body ſhunn'd him as if he had been 
a wild beaſt. Four days afterwards, Perian- 
der finding him almoſt dead with hunger and 
miſery, was moved with compaſſion, and go- 
ing to him, ſaid, O Lycophroon! which is the 
moſt deſirable ſtate, to live in miſery as you 


now do, or to diſpoſe of my authority, and. 


be entire maſter of all the treaſure I poſſeſs ? 
You are my ſon, and prince of the 1 


city of Corinth; if an accident has happen'd, 


my concern for it is ſo much the greater by 
my having been the cauſe of it myſelf; for 
your part you have brought yourſelf into this 


condition, by provoking him whom you ought 


to reſpe& : but now, that ycu have experi- 


_ enced what it is to contend with a father, I 


give you leave to return to my honſe. Lyco- 


phroon, as inſenſible as a ſtone at what Pe. 


riander faid to him, anſwer'd coldly, Lou 
yourfelf deſerve the puniſhment with which 


you threaten'd others, becauſe you have 


ſpoken to me. Periander finding it altoge- 
ther impoſſible to overcome his ſon's obſti- 


nacy, thought it beſt to remove him out of 
his fight; accordingly he baniſh'd him to Core 


os, which” was a place under his juriſ- 
diction. | | : ; 

Periander was very much exaſperated a- 
painft Procleus, whom = look*d upon as the 
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or ſo much as ſpoke to him, ſhould be put 
to death: the apprehenſion of 1o ſevere a 
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cauſe of the miſunderſtanding between him 
and his ſon, and therefore railing troops, he 
went at their head, and made war againſt him. 
Every thing ſucceededto his wiſhes ; and after 
having made himſelf maſter of the city of 
Epidaurus, he took him priſoner, but kept 
him without putting him to death. 

Some time after, Periander, who now be- 
gan to grow old, ſent to Corcyra for Lyco- 
phroon, to ſurrender to him the ſovereign 
power, in prejudice, of his elder brother, who 
was not "ery capable of the management of 
affairs; but Lycophroon would never make any 
reply to him, whom his father ſent with this 
news. Periander, who lov'd his ſon very 
tenderly, was not diſcouraged at this; but or- 
der'd his daughter to go to Corcyra, imagi- 
ning that ſhe would have a greater influence 
over her brother, than all the ſtratagems that 
he had hitherto made uſe of. As ſoon as ſhe 
arrived, ſhe intreated her brother, by what- 
ever ſhe thought would be molt likely to over- 
come his jor, rang Would you rather, ſaid 
fhe, have the kingdom fall to a ſtranger than 
yourſelf? Power is an inconſtant miſtreſs, that 
has many ſuitors; our father is old, and near 
his death; if you don't ſpeedily return, our 
family will be ruin'd ; have a care then of 
abandoning to others that greatneſs which is 
offer'd you, and which of right belongs to 
you. Lycophroon aſſured her he would ne- 
ver return to Coriath, whilſt his father was 
there. When the princeſs return'd, and re- 
lated to her father what reſolution Lycophroon 
had made, Periander ſent to Corcyra the 
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third time to acquaint his ſon, that he might | 
come when he pleaſed, and take poſſeſſion of | 
the kingdom of Corinth, and that for his part = 
he was reſolved to go, and end his days at 
Corcyra. Lycophroon agreed to this; and 
they were both Preparing to change countries; 

when the people of Corcyra being inform'd 
of it; were fo much afraid, that they maſſa- 

_ cred Lycophraon, leſt Periander ſhould. come 
and live amongſt them. Periander, in de- 
ſpair, at the death of his ſon, immediately 
cauſed three hundred children of the beſt fa- 
milies in Corcyra to be ſeized, and ſent them 
to Halyattet to be made eunuchs; the ſhip in 
which they were carried, was obliged to put 
in at Samos: when the Samiaus heard the rea- 
ſon why they were to be carried to Sardis, they 
had compaſſion on them, and gave them ad- 
vice ſecretly to get into the temple of Diaua; 
and when they were got in, they would nat 
ſuffer the Corinthians to take them out, al- 
ledging that they were under the protection 
of the goddeſs : they found means to ſup- 
port - them, without declaring themſelves 
enemies to Periander; for every night they 
ſent all the children of Samos both boys and 
girls to dance together round the temple, 
giving them cakes made with honey, which 
they threw into the temple, as they danced 
round, and the children of Corcyra gather'd 
them up, and ſubſiſted on them. Theſe dances 

J being repeated every day, the Cormthians be- 

. came weary of ſtaying, and ſo return'd back. 
Periauder was ſo vex'd, that he could not 

revenge his ſon's death as he would, that he 
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reſolved to live no longer; but as he would 
not have any one know the place where his 
body was to lie, he had this contrivance to 
conceal 'it : he cauſed two youths to be 
brought to him, to whom he ſhew'd a by- 
Way, commanding them to walk there the 
following night, and kill the firſt perſon they 
met with, and I his body immediately; 
then he diſmiſs·d theſe, and ſent for four 
others whom he order d to walk in the ſame 
place, and to be ſure to kill two youths whom 
they would meet together, and bury them im- 
mediately; when they were gone, he ſent for 
a greater number, Whom he like wiſe com- 
manded to murder theſe four, and bury them 
In the place where they kill'd them, After he 
bad thus order'd matters to his mind, he went 
at the time appointed into the by-road, where 
he was accordingly murder'd by the two firſt 
who met him. The Corinthians ſet up a 
tomb for him, on which they engraved an 
epitaph in honour of his memory. _ 
_ » Periander was the firſt who cauſed him- 
Jelf to be attended by guards, and alter'd the 
title Magiſtrate unte I ant ; and he would not 
allow every body without diſtinction to live 
in the cities that belong d to him. T hraſibulus, 
whoſe advice he very much follow'd, on a 
certain time wrote him this letter. 5 88 
I have conceal'd nothing from the per- 
„ ſon you ſent to me; I carried him into 
qa corn field, and cut down before him 
all the ears that grew higher than the reſt. 
„Follow my example, if you defire to main- 
< tain y bur authority; deſtroy the chief of 
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© the city, whether friends or enemies; for 
e an uſurper ſhould ſuſpe& even thoſe who 
appear to be his beſt friends.” ? 
Periander ſaid, that there was nothing but 
what by thought and labour might be brought 
to paſs, becauſe means had been found out 

to remove an iſthmus. ! i | 

That we ſhould never propoſe to ourſelves 
gold or ſilver as a reward for our actions. 

That princes could have no fecurer guard 
than the affection of their ſubjeQs. 

That nothing was more valuable than 

quiet. oe 

That popular government was better than 
being ſubject to a ſingle perſon. | 

And being ask'd, why he always kept the 
government of Corinth, which he had uſurp'd: 
becauſe, ſaid he, when once we have ſeized 
it, there is as much danger in-quitting it vo- 
luntarily, as in being forced to it. 

He was of opinion, that we ought not 
only to puniſh thoſe who did evil; but thoſe 
alſo whom we knew intended to commit it. 

It was his ſaying, pleaſures are tranſient, 
but glory d l. 

We muſt be moderate in proſperity, and 

prudent in adverſity. 

Never reveal any ſecret you have been in- 
truſted with. | 

Never conſider whether our friends be in 
good or ill circumſtances, and have always 
the ſame regard to them in both condi- 
tions. | 

Periauder loved men of learning. He 
wrote to the other wiſemen of Greece to 
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38 PERIANDER. 

come and ſpend ſome time at Corinth, as 

they had done at Sardis. He received them 

kindly, and did his utmoſt to give them ati 
faction. 

He reign d forty years, and died about the 
42d olympiad. 

Some think that there were two Perian- 
dert, and that they attributed to one of them 
the words and actions of both. 


- 


——— LO flouriſh'd at Lacedemon 
about the 52d olympiad : he 
was a man of a {teddy and re- 


him, and could not forbear ſhewing his re- 
ſentment: Chilo reply'd to him without any 


heat, they have choſen me, becauſe they 
thought me moſt capable of bearing the in- 
Jury they-do me, in depriving me of my quiet, 
and 2 me a ſlave, by involving me in 
- publick affairs. 5 | 
i He was of opinion, that we ſhould not entire- 
z:1y explode the art of divination ; and that a man 
dy the ſtrength of his mind might have know- 
&ledge of ſeveral things to com. 
ippocrates having ſacrificed one day du- 
ring the COR games, as ſoon as the 
fleſh of the victims was put into the kettles 
that were full of cold water, the water grew 
hot all of a ſudden, and began to boil ſo faſt 
that it ran over, tho? there was no fire under 
it. Chilo, who was preſent, conſidering this 
prodigy with a great deal of attention, ad- 
viſed Hippocrates never to marty, and if he 
was ſo unfortunate as to be married already, 
to divorce his. wife without delay, and kill all 
his children: Hippocrates laugh'd at his ad- 
vice, and married notwithſtanding, and his 
wife brought him the tyrant Pſiſtratus, who 
uſurp'd the ſovereign power of Athens, his 
. a 3 {| 
Another time, Chilo taking particular no- 
tice of the nature of the ſoil, and the ſitua- 
tion of the iſland Cythera, cry'd out in pub- 
lick; Ah! wou'd to the gods this iſland had 
never been, or that the ſea had overwhelm'd 
it as ſoon as it firſt appear'd;; for I foreſee that 
it will be the ruin of the Lacedemonuiaus. 
Chilo was not miſtaken, for that iſland was 
taken ſome time after by= the Atheniaus, 
which gave them an opportunity to lay 
walte the country. 53 


. 


He uſually ſaid that three things were diffi- 


cult, keeping a ſecret, bearing of injuries, and 


ſpending the time well. Chilo was very 
ſhort and cloſe in all his diſcourſes; ſo that 
his way of ſpeaking became a proverb. 


He ſaid, That we ſhould never threaten any 


body, becauſe that ſhew'd the penn of 4 
woman. 
That the reateſt wiſdom was to hold one's 
tongue, and eſpecially at a feaſt. 
I hat we ſhould never ſpeak ill of any one; 
for otherwiſe we were continually liable to 


create ourſelves enemies, and to hear what 


was diſagreeable to us. 

That we ſhould rather viſit our friends whilſt 
they were in diſgrace, than in favour. 

That it was better to loſe, than to gain by 
un Juſt and diſhoneſt means. 


hat we ſhould never flatter any one that 


Was under misfortunes. 
That a man of courage ſhould always be 
meek, and cauſe bimſelf to be reſpected ra- 
ther than fear'd. 


That the beſt policy in a ſtate was to teach 


the citizens how to govern well their private 
families. 

' That we ſhou'd marry a plain woman, and 

not ruin ourſelves in celebrating our nuptials. 
That gold and ſilver were try d by a touch- 

ſtone; but that the hearts of men were try d 

by them. 

That we ſhould uſe every thing with mode- 
ration, left the being deprived of any thing 

ſhould too ſenſibly affect vs. 


Love and hatred, faid he, laſt not ſor ever; 


cherefore weſhouldnot love any. perſon othei- 
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wiſe than as one we may poſſibly hate here- 
after; and never hate any, but as though we 
might love them ſome time or other 
| lle cauſed it to be engraved in golden let- 
1 ters in the temple of Apollo at Delphos: That 
I we ſhould never deſire things too much above 
|| us; and that he Who was reſponfible for an- 
11 other perſon never fail'd of loſing. 7 
Periunder did his utmoſt to induce him to 
come to Corinth, that he might make uſe of 
his advice, iu order to maintain himſelf in his 
uſurpation. Chz/o gave him this anfwer : You 
would engage me in the troubleſome affairs 
of war, and baniſh me far from my own coun- 
try, as if that would enable you to live in 
ſafety: but aſſure yourſelf that nothing is leſs 
ſecure than the grandeur of kings, and the hap- 
Pieſt tyrant is he who has the good fortune to 
die in his bed. gf | | 
Chil finding himſelf near his end, looking 
_ his friends that were gather'd about him : 
.You know, my friends, 1aid he, that [have 
done and ſpoken a great many things during 
my long abode in the world; I have recol- 
' lected every thing at leiſure, and find not that 
I have ever been guilty of any one action 
"whereof torepent, unleſs perhaps in this par- 
ticular, which J ſubmir to your determina- 
tion to know whether Thave done well or ill: 
it happen'd once, that I was the third perſon 
appointed to judge one of my friends, who 
according to the laws was to be puniſh'd with 
death; I was very much perplex'd, becauſe I 
muſt of neceflity either violate the laws, or 
| cauſe the death of my friend: but after having 
i very well conſider d the matter, I found this 
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expedient, vix. Iſo artfully repreſented the beſt 
arguments which the acguſed urged in his de- 
fence, that my colleguès made no difficulty 
of acquitting him; and, for my part, I had 
condemnꝭd him without "ſaying any thing to 
them: ſo I perform'd my duty both as a friend 
and a judge. However, I feel ſomething, I 
know not what, in my conſcience, Which 
makes me ſcruple whether my counſel was 
not criminal. | 
Chile, in a very advanced age, died with 
excels of joy at Piſa, as he was embracing 
n, who had juſt gain d the crown at the 
pick games. © if 
r his death, a ſtatue was erected to him 
acedemonians. 
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LEOBULUS was one of 
the moſt inconſiderable, but 
moſt happy amongſt the wiſe- 
men. He was ſon of Exago- 

G deſcendant of Hercules, 

— and born at Lindus, a mari- 
: time town of the iſland Rhodes, where he flou- 
riſn'd in the reign of Craſas, king of Lydia. 
He ſhew'd great ſigus of wiſdom from his 
very childhood; he was very handſome, his 
ſtature was comely, and his ſtrength ſur- 
priſing: he ſpent his youth in travel in Egypt, 
in order to learn philoſophy according to the 
cuſtom of thoſe times. After his return, he 
married a very virtuous woman, and lived 
very happily in his family. From this mar- 
riage came the famous Cleobulina, who ac- 
quired ſo much knowledge by her own ap- 
plication, and her father's good inſtructions, 
that ſhe puzzled the ableſt philoſophers of her 
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time, eſpecially by enigmatical queſtions: ſhe 
was moreover ſo good-natur'd, and inchird 
to do good, that ſhe herſe!f took care to waſn 
the feet of ſuch friends and ſtrangers as at any 
time came to an entertainment of her fa- 
ther's. 8 3 | 
Cleobulus was made choice of to govern 
the little ſtate of the Lindiaus, which office 
he diſcharged with as much eaſe, as if he had 
bad the management but of one family: he 
removed whatever might be the occafion of 
war, and cultivated a good underſtanding as 
well between the citizens, as with ſtrangers. 
His greateſt excellency in matters of learning 
was explaining and propoſing all ſorts of enig- 
matical queſtions after a ſubtle manner. It 
was he who brought into repute in Greece the 
uſe of enigma's, or riddles, which he learn'd 
from the Egyptians. He was the author of this, 
212.1 am a father who have twelve ſons, each 
of whom hath thirty daughters; one part of 
them have fair, the other very black faces ; 
they are all immortal, and yet they die eyery 
day. This figuifies the year. 

e alſo made the epigram, which is upon 
Midas s tomb, in which he extremely com- 
mends that king: ſome have, unwittingly, 
aſcribed it to Homer, Who was much antienter 
than Midas. e „„ 
Cleobulus made virtue chiefly conſiſt in the 
avoiding of injuſtice, and other vices; and it 
is with this view that Horace ſaid, | © 


Os 


Virtus oft vitium fugere, & ſapientia prima . 


_ Stultitia caruiſſe -- 


Do nothing by violent means. 


«.CLECTFUEDS: 
He commonly ſaid, that we ſhould obſerve 
order, time, and meaſure, in all things. 
That in order to baniſhaway the prodigious 
folly chat was predominant in all govern- 
ments, every citizen ſhould be gbliged to live 
according to his circumſtances  _ 
That nothing was ſo common in the world, 
as ignorance and great talk ers. 
Endeavour, ſaid he, always to have noble 
ſentiments, and never be ungrateful nor un- 
faichful. Do good both to your friends, and 
to your enemies; by this means you will 
keep the former, and perhaps win over the lat- 
ter. 1 
Before you go out of your houfe, always 
conſider what you are going about; and 


as ſoon as you return, examine your ſelf, 


and reflect upon whatever you have done. 
| Speak little, and hear much. 

| eyer ſpeak evil of any body. 
Always adviſe that which appears to you 
moſt reaſonable. Opn hg 

* Abandon not your ſelf to pleaſures. 

_ -. Agree with your enemies, if you have any. 


Make it your buſineſs to give your children 
STR... ĩͤ 

Make not a jeft of the unfortunate. 

If fortune ſmiles on you, become not proud 
of it ; but, however. be not caft down when 
ſhe turns from you. 5 | 

Marry always according to your condi- 
tion; for if you marry a wife ſuperior to 
you in birth, you will have as many maſters 
as ſhe hath relations. | a 
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He ſaid, we ought to be particularly care- 
ful of girls; and never marry them, but when 
they were girls in years, and women in con- 
duct and diſcretion. . „ 
That a man ſhould never either careſs 
or quarrel with his wife before ſtrangers; 
tha 8 being a ſign of weakneſs, the other 
8 When.Cleablks Was inform'd, that, Solo 
had entirely left his country, he endeavour'd 
all he could to induce him to live with him, 
and for that purpoſe wrote this letter. 
Lou have many friends, who all have 
« houſes at your ſervice; however, I believe 
© you can be no where more to your ſatiſ- 
faction, than at Lindus e it is a ſeaport town 
entirely free; where you 23 nder 
« apprehenſions from Pſiſtralus, and where 
« all your friends may come to ſee you in 
* ſafety.” e 
Cleobulus knew how to make the beſt of 
every thing in a moderate condition, which 
was free from the troubles of the world. He 
was happy as a father, an husband, a citizen, 
and a philoſopher, and died at above three- 
ſcore and ten years of age, having been very 
much honoured, during his life. The pea- 
ple of Lindus expreſs'd abundance of con- 
cern at the loſs of him; aud erected a mag- 
nificent tomb for him, on which they cau- 
{ed an epitaph to be engraved in honour of 
| his memory, ; 43% 142% ö 
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[-abonr the ſame time that 25 
was in great reputation at A- 
thens ; he was a good man, 
. who lived after a very religious 
manner, and was thought to be the ſon of 
the nymph Bala. All the Greeks were of 
opinion, that he Was inſpired with a divine 
ſpirit, and often had divine revelations. He 
apply d himſelf entirely to poetry, and what- 
eyer related to the worſhip of the gods; he 
Was the firſt who erected temples, and puri- 
-fied countries and cities, and even private 
Houſes. He had no great eſteem tor the 
people of his own country. St. Paul, in his 
epiſtle to Titus, das cited one of his verſes, 
wherein ſpeaking of the people of Crete, he 
. were great Ivar, ſlothful, and brute 
aſts. 
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EPIMENIDES. 69 
Epimenides being ſent by his father one. 
day to fetch a ſheep in the fields, as he re- 
turn'd, he went a little out of the high road, 
and about noon went into a cave to' repoſe 
himſelf ſome time till the heat 'was over, and 
continued there ſleeping fifty ſeven years; 
When he awoke, not imagining that he had 
been long afleep, he look'd all about for his 
ſneep, and not finding it, he came out of the 
cave, greatly ſurprized to find things entirely 
changed. He ran, wondring greatly, to the 
place whence he had taken the ſheep, and 
tound another perfon maſter of the houſe, and 
that no body knew what he meant, upon 
which he return'd, very much affrighted, to 
noſſus, and every where met with faces un- 
known to him, which increaſed his wonder 
every moment. When he went into his 
father's houſe, they ask'd him who he was, 
and what he would have; at laſt, with much 
ado, he made himſelf known by his younger 
brother, who was but a child when he went 
away, and whom at his return he found al- 
ready worn out with old age. So extraordi- 
nary an accident made abundance of noiſe 
throughout the country ; immediately every 
one look'd upon Epimenides as the favourite 
of the gods. Thoſe who could not be per- 
ſuaded that Epimenides had ſlept ſo long, 
were of opinion that he employ'd thoſe fifty 
ſeven years in travel in foreign parts, and 


that he apply'd himſelf to the knowledge of 


ſimplas. 0 wit: 1 Spoons 

After Megacles had cauſed thoſe that were 
of: Solox's faction to be maſſacred even at the 
very altars, the Aihenians were ſeized with a 


7 EPIMENTIDES. 
tear that increaſed daily. Beſides the plague 
which laid waſte all the country, they ima- 
gined that ſpirits appear'd all over the city ; 
upon this, they conſulted the diviners, who 
knew by the ſacrifices, that ſome abomina- 
tion had been committed, by which all the 
city was defiled. Immediately. they ſent 
Nycias into Crete, and gave him a veſſel 
to bring with him Epimenides, whoſe repu- 
tation was already ſpread throughout Ereece. 
As ſoon as Epimenides arrived at Athens, he 
took a certain number of black and white 


ſheep, and carried them into the Areopagus; 


from whence letting them go looſe, he caus'd 
them all to be follow'd, and order'd thoſe 
whom he had appointed for that purpoſe, to 
facrifice them every one in honour of ſome 
particular god, in that very place where they 
happen'd to ſtop. This is the reaſon, that in 
Laertius's time, there was till to be ſeen 
round about Arhens ſeveral altars conſecrated 
to gods, whoſe names were unknawn. His 
orders being faithfully executed, the plague 
immediately ceas'd, and no body was troubled 
by the ghoſts any more. | 
Ezpimoenidet, upon his coming to Athens, 


enter'd into an intimate friendſhip with Solon, 


and was very aſſiſtant in ſettling his laws. 
He convinc'd every body how. uſeleſs thoſe 
darbarous ceremonies were, which the wo- 
men uſed! at funerals. He accuſtom'd the 
people by degrees to give themſelves to 
prayer, and offering of ſacrifices; and by this 
means diſpoſed them to live according to the 
laws, and not rebel againſt the magiſtrates. 
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Once having look'd with attention on the 
Munychian gate, he ſaid to thoſe that were a- 
bout him; Men live very much in the dark, as 
to what relates to futurity. Alas! did the 
Athenians but know how much evil that 
gate will occaſion to thei country, they 
would immediately eat it u. 

When Epimenides had lived ſome time at 
Athens, and was preparing to return, the 
Athenians cauſed :a veſſel to be got rea 
for him, and preſented him with a talent of 
their money for his trouble; but he thanking 
them very civilly, would by no means accept of 
it; contenting himſelf with defiring their friend- 
ſhip, and ſettling: a very ſtrict alliance between 
the Arhenians and Enoſſiaus; and before he 
went, he cauſed a-fine temple to be built at 
Athens in honour of the Faries. | 

Epimenides endeavour'd to perſuade the 
people that he was Eacus, and often roſe a- 
gain. He was never ſeen to eat; but tis 
ſaid he was fed by the Nymphs, and that 
he kept in an ox's hoof the food which they 
brought him; and that all that food converted 
itſelf into his ſubſtance, without any excre- 
ment ever coming from him, 

He foretold the Lacedemortans of the ſer» 
vitude which they ſhould undergo from the 
Arcadians. © | THIRDS 

Onedayas he was building atemple, which 
he deſign'd to dedicate to the Nymphs, a voice 
was heard from heaven, which ſaid to him; 
O Epimenides do not dedicate a temple to 
the Nymphs, but to Fzpizer himſelf. 

When he heard, that Solon was gone from 
Athens, he wrote him this letter, in order 
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72 EPIMENTIDES. 
to comfort him, and induce him to come to 
Crete. e, An ene 
Be of good courage, my dear friend: if 
* Pi/iſtratus had prevail d over people us'd 
* to {layery, or who had never lived under 
good laws, perhaps his authority might 
* laſt long; but as he has to do with free- 
“ men, who want not courage, they will 
* ſoon call to mind Solon's precepts; they 
will be aſhamed of their chains, and will 


„never endure to be kept much longer in 


* flavery by a tyrant. In ſhort, tho* Piſtra- 


tus ſhould remain their maſter all his life, 


“ his kingdom can never deſcend to his chil- 
< dren; for it is impoſſible that people uſed 
to live in freedom under good laws, ſhould 
e reſolve to live in perpetual ſlavery. For 
* your own part, I entreat you not to con- 
* tinue wandring from place to place; make 


© haſte and come to us in Crete, where there 


„ is no tyrant to diſturb any one. For I am 
much afraid, that if the friends of P:/:ſtra- 
« tus ſhould» meet with you in their way, 
“as it may happen, they would offer ſome 


injury to you.” 


Epimenides ſpent all his life in the exer- 


ciſe of holy things ; and as he loved poetry, 


he wrote ſeveral pieces in verſe. Amongſt 
the reſt, he wrote a poem upon the original 
of the Curetes and Corybantes, and another 
upon the expedition ta Colchos. He alſo 
compoſed a treatiſe in proſe upon the ſa- 
ctifices of the commonwealth of Crete, and 
another, the ſubject of which was Minos and 
Rhadamanihus, He died at 157 years of 
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EPIMENTITDES. 73 
age, tho? others ſay 299. As the whole life 
of Epimenides was a myſtery, ſome report 
that he grew old within the ſame number of 
days as he had ſlept years. The people of 
Crete offer'd him ſacrifice as to a god, and 
uſually call'd him Cxretes. The Lacedemo- 
niaus preſerv'd his body very carefully a- 

mongſt them, on account of an antient 
oracle, which gave orders to that 'purpole.” 
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ANACHARSIS.| 


—aeal ACHARSTS, a native of 

Sch bia, was look'd upon as 
one of the: firſt rank of the 
wiſemen; he was brother to 
Caduidas, king of Saythia, and 
— Udon of Gurus, by a Grecian 
woman; by whoſe means he became maſter 
of both the languages. He had abundance 


of vivacity, was very eloquent, and bold 


and reſolute in whatever he undertook. He 
always wore a coarfe double garment, 
and lived only upon milk and Sheets. The 
ſtile of his diſcourſes was cloſe and ner- 
vous; and as he was not to be repulſed, he 
never fail'd of ſucceeding in whatever affairs 
he undertook. His bold and eloquent way 
of ſpeaking became a proverb; and when 
any one imitated him, *twas ſaid he ſpoke after 
the Scythian Manner. . 
Anuac harſis leaving Scythia, came and lived 
at Athens; where, as Ioon as he arrived, he 


went to Solon's houſe, and knocking at the 
door, bid the perſon, who came to open it, 
go and tell Solo that he was there, and that 
he came on purpoſe to ſee him, and be his 
gueſt for ſome time. Solon anſwer'd, that 
we ſhould not ſeek friends any where but 


in our own country, or thoſe places that be- 


mm to it. Whereupon Anacbarſis came 

: Well, ſays he to Solon, ſince you are in 
your own country, and in your own houſe, 
that is at preſent your buſineſs; make me there- 
fore your friend. Solon, furpriz d at the 
quickneſs of his reply, conſented with plea- 


ſure to make him his gueſt, and enter'd into 


a very intimate friendſhip with him, which 
laſted all their lives. 

Anacharſis was a great lover of poetry; he 
wrote the laws of Scythia in verſe, With a 
treatiſe upon war. 


He commonly ſaid, that vines bore three 


ſorts of grapes, pleaſure; drunkenneſs, and 
repentance. 

He wonder'd, that in all the publick aſ- 
ſemblies at Athens, the wiſe men only pro- 
| poſed what was to be done, and left the de- 
termination to fools. But he could not con- 


ceive what ſhould be the meaning, that they 


puniſh'd thoſe who gave ill language to one 
another, and that the wreſtlers and players, 
who ſtruck one another ſo hard, ſhould be 
greatly rewarded by them. 
He was no leſs ſurprized, that the Greeks 
at the beginning of their fealts, made uſe of 
ſmall glaſſes, and had larger at the end „when 
they were almoſt drunk. 
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76 ANACHARSTS. 

He could not endure the liberty which 
people uſually take at feaſts. 

Being asked, What was to be done to hin- 
der a Man from drinking wine? There is no 
better remedy, anſwer'd he, than to ſet a 


drunken perſon continually before him for 


his obſervation. . 

Being ask'd, Whether there were muſical 
inſtruments in Schythia? No, reply'd he, 
we have not ſo much as vines. 

He called the oil with which the wreſtlers 
rubb'd themſelves before they fought, the 
preparation for an outragious folly. 


Upon conſidering the thickneſs of the 


planks of a ſhip: Alas! cry'd he, thoſe who 
go to ſea are but four fingers breadth from 
deſtruction. | 1 

Being asked, what ſort of ſhip was moſt 
fecure? That, anſwer'd he, which is got into 
port. | TER: 

He uſed frequently to ſay, that every man 


ought to make it his buſineſs to get the maſs 


tery over his tongue and his belly. 

When he ſlept he al ways laid his right hand 
upon his mouth, to ſhew that there is no- 
thing which we ſhould be ſo careful of as 
our tongue. 


An Athenian reproaching him one day, 
with being a Scythian: My country, reply'd 


he, is adiſhonour to me; but you are a diſho- 
nour to your country. | | 
Being ask d. what was the beſt and worſt 
thing in a man? He anſwered, the tongue. 
It is better, ſaid he, to have but one friend, 
provided he be fincere, than to have many 
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ſuch as are ready to fly with fortune upon 
every occaſion. | 
Being ask'd, whether the living or dead 
were moſt in number ? Amongſt which, an- 
_— he, do you reckon thoſe that are at 
6. WE 
| He faid, markets were places which men 
eſtabliſh*d for the cheating of one another. 
As he paſſed the ſtreets one day, an impu- 
dent young man, offer*d an affront to him. 
Anacharfis looking upon him, {aid calmly ; 
Young man, if you are not able to carry 
wine whilſt you are young, you ll have enough 
to do to carry water when you are old. 
He uſually compared the laws to ſpiders 
webs, and laugh'd at Solon, for pretending to 
reſtrain the paſſions of men by a few writings. 
He was the inventor of the method of - 
making earthen pots with a wheel. 
Anacharfis going one day to enquire of the 
prieſteſs of Apollo, whether there was any 
one wiſer than he? Yes, anſweted the Ora» 
cle, a certain man, called Miſo of Chenes. 
Anacharſis was very much furpriſed, that he 
had never heard of him, and went to ſeek him 
in a vitlage where he had retired, and found 
him mending his plow. O Miß, cry'd he, 
there is no need for you to plow any longer. 
On the contrary, reply'd Mo, it is even 
needful for me to mend my plow, when any 
thing belonging to it is broken, This Ms: 
Was reckon d by Plato amongſt the wiſemen 
He had withdrawn to a ſolitary place, where 
he paſſed all his days without having inter- 
courſe with any one, becauſe he had a- na- 
tural averſion to = men, Being found one 
3 
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78 ANACEAR SIS. 
day in a very by-place, laughing very hear- 
tily; ſome body went up to him, and ask'd 
him, why he laugh'd ſo much, fince there 
was no body with him? He reply'd, that 
that was the very reaſon of his laughter. 

Creſus, who had heard much of the repu- 
tation of Auacharſis, ſent to offer him money, 
and to deſire him to come and ſee him at 
Sardis. Anacharſis gave him this anſwer. 

I] came into Greece, O king of Lydia, 
*© to learn the languages, manners, and laws 
© of the country. I have no need of gold 
or filver; and ſhall be very well ſatisfied, 
* if I return to Scyzhia wiſer than when 1 
& came from thence; however, Iwill come 
“ and ſee you, becauſe I am very deſirous 
* of being reckon'd in the number of your 
friends. 

After Anacharſis had ſtaid a long time in 
Greece, he prepared to return home. As he 
paſſed by Cyzicus, he found the inhabitants 
celebrating the feſtival of the mother of the 
gods, with great ſolemnity. Anacharſis made 
a vow, to Offer her the ſame ſacrifices, and 
eſtabliſh the ſame feſtival, in honour of her, 

in his own country, if he returned thither in 
ſafety. When he came into Scythia, he en- 
. deayour'd to change the old cuſtoms of the 
country, and eſtabliſh the laws of Greece 
there; which very much diſpleaſed the Scy- 
t | 

On a certain day, Azachar/ss went ſecret- 
ly into a thick wood in the country of Hylea, 
in order to accompliſh the vow which he had 
made to Cybele without being perceived; 
and performed all the ceremony with a drum 


—— 
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ANACHARSIS. 79 
in his hand, before an image of the goddeſs 
made after the Grecian manner; but being 
diſcover'd by a Scythian, he went and inform- 
ed the king of it; who came immediately into 
the foreſt, and ſurpriſing his brother Azachar- 
fs in the fact, ſhot a dart at him, by which 
being pierced through, he expired on the ſpot, © 
crying out, I was undiſturbed in Greece,whi- 
ther I went to inſtruct my ſelf in their man- 
ners and language, andIamdeſtroy'd through - 
envy in mine own country. There were'ſe- 
veral Statues erected to him after his death. 
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Here is a famous diviſion of 
philoſophy into the Ionicꝶ and 
Italic: Thales the Mileſian, 
was Chief of the Tonick ſect, 
and = of the Fra- 


ariſtpp pus, t ho Gy Corenian, re orts, that this 
philoſopher was ca fied Pythagoras, becauſe, 
whatever he Haid = as Fa to be depend- 
ed upon, as the Pythian oracles. He was 
the firſt who, out 5 modeſty, refuſed the title 
of Wi iſeman; and contented himſelf with that 
of Philoſopher. | 

Pythagoras is moſt generally thought to be 
of Samos, and the ſon of Maueſarcus an engra- 
ver; though others affirm, that he was a Taſ⸗ 
can, "and born in one of thoſe ſmall iſlands 
which the Athenians had made themſelves 
— of in the coaſt of the Tyrrhenian 
ea. 


menider. From thence he returned to Samos, 


STT HAC ORA. r 


He underſtood his father's profeſſion, and 
had in his youth wrought with his own 
hands three ſilver cups, which he preſented 
to three Egyptian prieſts. He at firſt was ſcho- 
lar to Pherecides, to whom he adhered very 
cloſely; and Pherecides, on the other ſide, 
had a very great love for Pythagoras. On 
a certain time, Pherec:des being in great 
danger of death, Pyzhagoras would come 


Into his chamber, to ſee in what condition 


he was: but Pherecides being apprehenſive 
of his diftemper being infectious, immediate- 
ly ſhut the door againſt him, and thruſting 


his fingers through a chink; Look, ſays he, 


and judge what a condition I am in by my 
fingers, which, you ſee, without any fleſh 
on them. | . ; | 

After the death of Pherecides, Pythagoras 
ftudy'd ſome time at Samos, under Hermo- 
damantus: after which, as he had a very 
great defire to inform himſelf of the man- 
ners of foreigners, he forſook his country, 
and all that he had, in order to travel. 
He ſtay'd a conſiderable time in Egypt, to 
converſe with the prieſts, and to pry into 
the moſt ſecret matters of religion. 


Polycrates wrote in his fayour to Amaſis 
king of Egypz, that he might be treated after 


a more than ordinary manner. Pythagoras 
went afterwards into the country of the 
Caldeans, to inſtruct himſelf in the learn- 
ing of the Magi. At length, after having 


travell'd out of curiofity, through ſeveral 
parts of the eaſt, he came into Crete, where 


he contracted a very great intimacy with Epi- 


82 PIYTHAGORAS. 
where the concern that he had at finding his 
country groaning under the tyranny of Poh- 
_ crates, made him form a reſolution of going 
voluntarily into exile. Accordingly, he went 
into Italy, and ſettled at Croton, at the houſe 
of Milo, where he taught philoſophy ; from 

whence the ſect of which he was the foun- 
der, was called [:alick. 

Pythagoras's reputation ſoon ſpread 
throughout all /zaly, and above three hundred 
diſciples put themſeves under him, and com- 
poſed a ſort of republick, which was very 


Well govern'd. Several writers aſſert, that 


Numa was one of them, and that he actual - 
ly lived at Croton with Pythagoras at the 

ame time that he was choſen king of Rome: 
but the beſt chronologers tell us, that that is 
alledged without any other foundation than 


ſome of Pythagoras's ſentiments being agree - 
able to thoſe of Nama, who lived a long 


time before him. 1 07 
Pythagoras ſaid, that all things were com- 
mon amongſt friends; and that friendſhip 
- made all people equal: His diſciples had no 
private poſſeſſions, and put all that they had 
in common, and made but one purſe. They 
ſpent their firſt five years in hearing their 
maſter, without ever opening their mouths 
to utter ſo much as a word. After that long 
and ſtrict probation, they were allowed to 
ſpeak; to viſit Pythagoras, and converſe with 

him. 6 N 
Pythagorat had a very majeſtiek air, an ex- 
tremely handſome face, was of a becoming 
e, and well made. He wore at all times 


of the year a ſine robe, made of white Wool. 


PITHAGORAS. 83 
which was very neat. He was ſubject to 
no paſſions, and always obſerved a very ſeri» 
ous deportment. „ | 
He was never ſeen to laugh, or heard to 
ſay any thing by way of mirth: he would 
never have any one n an- 
gry, not even to A [CIP] 
him for Apollo; and people came in crowds 
from all parts to hear him diſcourſe, and ob- 


ſerve him amongſt his diſciples. Above fix 


hundred perſons of different countries came 
every night to Croton; and they look'd upon 


it as a great mark of diſtinction, if they could 


have the honour to converſe with Pyrbago- 
ras, though but for a moment. 
Pythagoras, at the requeſt of ſeyeral peo- 


ple, preſcribed Taws to them; and he was ſo 
much admired by every body, that they made 


no diſtinction between his ſayings, and the 
oracle of Delphos. He expreſly forbad ſwear- 


ing, and calling the gods to witneſs upon any 
matter; ſaying, that every one ought to en- 


deavour to be ſo honeſt, that no one might 
ſeruple to believe him on his bare word. 
Pythagoras heldthe world to be intelligent 
and animated, and that the foul of this great 
machine was the tber, from whence all 
other particular ſouls were derived, as well 
thoſe of men, as brutes : he was not ignorant 
of their immortality, but thought that they 
wander'd up and down in the air, and ſeized 
the firſt body they met with, without diſtinc- 
tion. That a ſoul, for inſtance, going 


out of a man's body, enter'd that of an 
horſe, an aſs, a wolf, a mouſe, a partridge, 


or a fiſh, or any other animal, as well as that 


ave. His difciples took 
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8 PZTHAGOR AC. 
of a man, without making any difference; 
fo that a ſoul coming out. of any creature, 
no matter what, went indifferently into the 
body of a man or a beaſt. For which rea- 
ſon Pythagoras expreſly forbad the eating of 
any living creatures; and thought it no leſs a 
crime to kill a fly, a worm, or any other 
inſect, than a man, becauſe he look'd upon 
the ſouls of all living creatures to be the ſame. 
Pythagoras, in order to perſuadethe world 
of his doctrine of the tranſmigration of ſouls, 
Cor Metemꝑpſicaſis) ſaid, that he had formerly 
been Azhalides, and had been look'd upon as 
the ſon of Mercury: at which time it was 
that Mercury bid him ask for whatever he 
would, excepting immortality, and it ſhould 
be granted. Pythagoras deſired, that he might 
have an exact remembranceof whateyer hap- 
pened in the world; whether whilſt he was 
alive, or after his death; and accordingly he 
ſaid, that he perfectly well remember d all 
that had happen d, 22. That ſome time af- 
ter his being Athalides, he became Euphorbus; 
that he went to the ſiege of Troy, and was 
dangerouſly wounded. by Menelaus; that at- 
terwards his ſoul enter'd into Hermotimus; 
and that then to convince people of the pitt 
which Mercary had granted him, he went 
into the country of the Branchides; and go- 
ing into the temple of Apollo, he ſhew'd his 
buckler all over ruſt, which Menelaus, as he 
return'd from Troy, had conſecrated to that 
god, in token of his victory. 
After Hermotimas, he became Pyrrhus 
the fiſher:nan, and laſtly Pythagoras the 
philoſopher; to ſay nothing of his having 
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PYTHAGORAS. 85 
been a cock belonging to Mycile, and a, 


peacock to ſomebody elſe whole name we 
know not. 
He alledged for certain, that in the ſe- 


veral journeys which he had gone into 


Hell, he obſerv'd the ſoul of Heſiod the 
poet faſten'd with chains to a column of 
braſs, where it was greatly tormented. 

That as for Homer's, he ſaw it tied to 
a tree ſurrounded by - ſerpents, becauſe 
of the many fictions which he had invent- 
ed and attributed to the gods. And, that 
the ſbuls of ſach husbands, as had lived in 
diſagreement with their wives, were grie- 


 vouſly tormented in thoſe regions. 


Another time Pythagoras cauſed a deep 
his houſe ; and it is 
ſaid, that defiring his mother to write 
an exact account of whatever happen'd 


during his abſence , he ſhut himſelf up 


in the cave, and after ſtaying there a whole 


year, came out thence dirty, lean, and 
frightful to look at. Then he gather'd the 
people together, and ſaid; that he came 


from Hell; and in order to make them 
credit. what he endeavonr'd to perſwade 


them of, he began to relate to them all 
that had happen'd during his abſence, at 


which they were very much affected: where 


upon fancying that there was ſomething 
divine in him; they all began to weep and 
cry out bitterly, and the men deſired him 
to inſtruct their wives; from whence the 


women of Croton were called Pythagore- 
aus, 1 :: | 
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8 PTTHAGO RAIN. 
Pythagoras being once preſent at ſome 
publick games, by means of a certain call, 
cauſed an eagle, which he had before made 
tame, unknown to any one to come to 
him, at which they were all ſurprized; and 
Pythagoras, to raiſe their ſurpriſe the more, 
Thew'd them he had got a golden thigh. 
Pythagoras never ſacrificed any thing 
but loaves, cakes, or ſome ſuch things, 
ſaying, that the. gods abhorr'd bloody ſa- 
crifices, and that they might incur their 
indignation who thought to honour: * 
by ſuch oblations. 
It is. very probable, that 13 In 
all his maxims, endeavour'd to perſwade 
people from luxury, and to recommend 
living after a ſimple manner, becauſe we 
are then in the beſt ſtate of health, and 
the mind is moſt free and able to per- 
form its offices: to give an example of 
this himſelf, he very rarely drank any 
thing but water, and never eat any thing 
but bread, honey, fruits, and pulſe; beans 
he would not touch, tho tis not known 
What reaſon he could have for reſpecting 
that plant. 
Pythagoras ſaid, that life was like a fair; 
for as ſome come 'thither to exerciſe them- 
ſelves in fighting, ſome. to traffick, and o- 
thers only to be ſpectators; ſo in life, ſome. 
axe born {laves to glory, ſome to ambition, 
and others only are defirous to kum the 
tewb of things. 
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He would never have us ask any thing 

for our ſelves, becauſe we are all ignorant 

of What is beſt for us. by | 
He divided the age of man into four 


equal parts; ſaying, that we were children 


till twenty; young men till forty; men 
till ſixty, and old men till fourſcore; after 
which he did not think a man was to be 
reckon'd amongſt the living. 

He was a great lover of geometry and 
aſtronomy; and firſt made the obfer- 


vation, that the morning and evening ſtars 


were the fame; and tha in a rectangle 
jypothenuſe is e- 
qual to the ſquare of the two other ſides. 
It is ſaid, that Pythagoras was fo tranſ- 
ported at finding out this theorem, that 


think ing himſelf obliged to the gods for 


it, he would needs expreſs his acknow- 


ledgment by an hecatomb, which is a ſa- 
eri fice of 100'oxen : this is related in ſe- 
veral places, tho' very contrary to the 


doctrine of Pythagoras; but it might be- 

the likeneſs of oxen made with honey and 
flower, which the Pythagoreaus uſed to 
offer: ſome writers even aſſert, that he 
died with joy; bur it does not appear from 


Laertius, that there is any ground for it. 
- Pythagoras was very careful to keep up 


friendſhip and a good underſtanding amongſt 
his diſciples, often making uſe of certain 
parables for their inſtruction; he ſaid, for 
inſtance, That we ſhould never jump over 


2 ballance ; thereby ſhewing them, that 


1 2 
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they ſhould never tranſgreſs the bounds of 
juſtice. 


That we ſhould not fit down contented 


with the proviſion of one day; to obſerve 
to us, that we ought never to be ſo taken up 
with the preſent as not to provide for the 
future. 

He adviſed his diſciples to paſs ſome time 
every day alone, and fay to themſelves, 
How have you ſpent the day ? Where have 


you been? What have you done that you | 


ought ? What that you ought not to have 
done? 

He recommended to them, to appear al. 
ways modeſt and compoſed, without being 
tranſported with joy or ſorrow ; to have 
a tenderneſs for their parents, and to re- 
ſpe& the aged; to uſe exerciſe for fear of 


growing too fat, and not to waſte all 


their lives in travelling; to be very care- 
ful of honouring the gods, and to pay them 
the adoration that is due to them. 
Eamolxis the Scythian, Pythagoras' « five. 
made ſo good uſe of his maſter's precepts, 
that when he return'd into his own coun- 
try the Scyzhians offer'd ſacrifices to him, 
and placed him amongſt the gods. 
Pythagoras thought, that unity was the 
frſt principle of all things, and that from 
thence proceeded numbers and points ; 
from points lines ; from lines ſuperficies ; 
from ſuperficies ſolids ; and from ſolids 
the four elements, fire, air, water and 
earth, of which the whole world was 
compoſed : ; and that theſe elements chang- 
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PYTHAGORAS. 89 
ed continually into one another; and 
that nothing in all the univerſe ever pe- 
riſh'd ; and that whatever happen'd, was 
nothing but a continual change of things. 

He ſaid, That the earth was round, and 
placed. in the middle of the world; that 
it was every where inhabited, and conſe- 
quently that there were antipodes, who 
went with their feet directly oppoſite to 
ours: That the air which ſurrounded it, was 
groſs and almoſt immovable, and that, that 
was the reaſon, why all creatures, that in- 
habit the earth, are mortal and ſubje& to 
decay: That on the contrary, the air a- 
bove the heavens was very ſubtile, and in 
a continual agitation, which was the cauſe 
why all the creatures that fill'd it were 
immortal, and conſequently divine; that 
moreover, the fun, the moon, and all the 
reſt of the ſtars were ſo many gods, be- 


_ cauſe of their being in the midſt of that 


ſubtile-air and actuating heat, which is the 
principal of life. 

There are various conjeQures abont the 
death of this philoſopher ; ſome aſſert, that 
certain diſciples, whom he would not ad- 


mit, were ſo. enraged at his refuſal, that 


they ſet fire to the houſe of Milo where 
he lived: others aſſure us, that it was the 
people of Croton who deſtroy'd him, be- 
cauſe they were appreherifive that he de- 
ſign d to uſurp the fovereign power of their 
country : be it as it will, when Pyrba- 
goras perceived that they were all in 


I 3 


flames, he 5 in haſte with forty of his 
diſciples. Some are of opinion that he 
eſcaped into a wood ſacred to the Muſes, 
at Metapontum, where he ſtarved himſelf 
to death: others aſſure us, that he met 
in his way a field of beans, which he muſt 
neceſſarily go over, and that Pyrhagoras 
could never prevail upon himſelf to do it; 

It is better, ſaid he, to die here than to be 
the death of ſo many harmleſs beans : 

whereupon he quietly ſtaid for the people 
of Croton, who maſſacred him with moſt 
of his diſciples : others, after all, report,that 
this was not done by the people of Crotou; 
but, that war being declared between the 
people of Agrigentum and Syracuſe, Pytha- 


goras going to the aſſiſtance of the Agri. 


_ gentines, his allies, they were put to flight; 

and that it was there that Pyzhagoras, as he 
was retreating, met in reality with a field of 
beans, which he would not go over, but 
Choſe rather to give up himfelf to the Syracu- 
fans, who ſtabb'd him in ſeverai Places: the 
greateſt part of his diſciples, who attended 


him, were likewiſe maſſacred, and but ve- 


ry few eſcaped ; amongſt whom was Ar- 
ehytas of Tarentum, who was eſteem'd the 
greateſt geometrician of his time. 
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EVE) = ERACLITUSs of E pheſus, An 
of B, fourihvd" in the 69th 
olynipied : he was uſually cal- 
led the dark philoſpoher, be- 
cauſe he never ſpoke but by 
way of znigma. Laertius ſays, that be 
was a man full of himſelf, and one that 


_ deſpiſed almoſt all the reſt of the world. 


He ſaid, that Homer and Archilocus ought 


to be driven from every place by main 
| force. | 


He could never forgive the Epheſians, 
for having baniſh'd his friend Her midorus. 


openly declaring, that all the 'men of 


that city deſerved to be put to death, and 
the children to be all baniſh'd, to expiate 
what they. had been guilty of, by ſhame- 
fully baniſhing their beſt citizen, and the 
greateſt man in all their commonwealth. 
Heraclitus never had any maſter, and his 


great ability was entirely owing to his own 


extraordinary application. He contemn'd 
what other men commonly did, and was 


ſenſibly affected with their ignorance : this 


ee. 
made him ſo melancholy, that he al- 
Ways wept. Juvenal put this philoſopher 
in oppoſition to Democritus who continu- 
ally laugh'd; ſaying, that the vices and 
follies of the age might eaſily be reprehend- 
ed by a ſatyrical laughter; but he wonder- 
ed what ſpring could ſupply water ſuffici- 
ent to produce. the tears which continual- 
ly flow'd from the eyes of Heraclizas. 
Hleraclitus's ſentiments were not always 
the ſame; for whilſt he was young, he 
faid he knew nothing, and when he grew 
farther advanced in years, he was confi- 
dent that he knew every thing, and was 
ignorant of nothing. All mankind were 
diſagreeable to him; he avoided their com- 
pany, and went and play'd at cockle- ſhells 
and other innocent diverſions, before the 
temple of Diana, with all the little chil- 
dren of the city. The Epheſians gather- 
ing round him to ſee the ſight ; Wretches, 
faid Heraclitas to them, why are ye 7 
prized at ſeeing me play with the little 
children ? Is not that much better than to 
be concern'd with you in the ill manage- 
ment of the affairs of the commonwealth ? 
Tue Epheſians once deſired him to pre- 
ſcribe them laws ; but Heraclitus would 
not, becauſe the manners of the people 
were already ſo corrupt, that he could not 
deviſe any means to make them alter their 
courſe of Like. | 
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He ſaid that people ought to fight as ear- 
neſtly for the preſervation of their laws, 
as in defence of their city walls. 

That we ſhould be more eager to ſtifle a 
reſentment than to extinguiſh a fire, be- 
cauſe the conſequences of the one were 
infinitely more dangerous than the other: 
that a fire never went farther than the 
burning down of a few houſes ; whereas 
a reſentment might occaſion ſuch cruel 
wars, as from thence might enſue the ruin, 
and ſometimes the utter deſtruction of 4 
people. 

There aroſe one day a ſedition in the 
city of Epheſas ; and Heraclitas being de- 
fired by ſome, to declare before all the 
people how ſeditions ſhould be appeaſ- 
ed, he went up into a chair that was raiſ- 
ed above the reſt, and ask'd for a glaſs 
which he filled with cold water, and 
mixing therein a few wild pulſe, he drank 
off the compoſition, and retired without 
ſaying any thing ; thereby giving them to 
underſtand, that to prevent ſeditions, 
they ſhould baniſh luxury and voluptuouſ- 
neſs out of the common wealth, and ac- 
cuſtom the citizens to be content with a 
little. | 
Heraclitus wrote a book upon Nature, 
which he put into the temple of Diab. 
It was written in a very obſcure manner, 
that none but men of ability might read 
it, leſt the common people liking it, it 
mould become too common, and for that 


of HERICEAITUS. 
reaſon be deſpiſed. This book became 
very famous, becauſe, ſays Lacretias, no 
body underſtood what he meant. Darius, 
king of Perſia, hearing of it, wrote to the 
author, to induce him to come and live in 
Perſia and explain it to him, offering him 

a great reward, and an apartment in his 
palace; but Heraclitus refuſed it. 

This philoſopher hardly ever ſpoke, and 
being ask'd the reaſon of his filence, he 
.anſwer'd, in a peeviſ manner, Tis to 
make yon ſpeak. He contemn'd the Azhe- 
nian Who greatly reſpected him, and choſe 
to live at Epheſus, Where lie was deſpiſed 
by every body. 

He could never look upon any. perſon 
without weeping for the infirmities of 
-mankind ; and becauſe of the vexation he 
was under, that nothing went according to 
his mind. The averſion which he had for 
all the world, made him reſolve to ſepa- 
rate himſelf from it altogether; he retired 

into deſert mountains, where he ſaw no 
body ; he paſs'd all his time in ſighs, and 
eat nothing but herbs and pulſe. 

SH Heraclitus thought fire to be the firſt 

1 principle of all things. 

LH He alledg'd, that this firſt element being 
condenſed, changed into Air; that this 
likewiſe condenſt ing became water ; that 
at length water became earth after the ſame 
manner ; and that by a retrograde motion 

_ thro? the ſame Degrees, the earth being ra- 
rified, changed into waten water into air, 
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and air into fire, which was the firſt Prin- 
ciple of all things. 

That the univerſe was complete ; ; that 
there was but one world; that it conſiſted 
of fire, and in the end would be rute 
by fire. 

That the whole world was fall of pi. 
rits, and genii. 

That there was no providence of the 
gods, but that every thing that happen'd 
in the world, was to be aſcribed to fate. 

That the Sun is no bigger than it ap- 
pears to us to be. That there was in the 
air above us a ſort of boats, with their con- 
cave part turn'd towards us, by which 
means all the vapours ariſſ ing from por 
earth aſcended thither: that all thoſe, 
call ſtars, were nothing but ſo many little 
veſſels full of fiery vapours, which ſhin'd 
after the manner that we ſee them. That 
eclipſes of the ſun and moon happen'd 
when thoſe veſſels turn'd their concave 
part from the earth; and, that the rea- 
ſon of the different phaſes or appearances 
of the moon was her veſſel's Arturning but 
by ſlow degrees. 

As for the nature of the ſoul, he ſaid, 
it was altogether loſing of time to amuſe 
our ſelves in enquiring about it, becauſe 
it was ſo concealed, that it is abſolutely 
impoſſible ever to diſcover it. 

The fevere life which Heraclitus led, 


brought a grievous diſtemper upon him, for 
he grew dropſical : whereupon he returned 
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to Epheſus to have advice about it, and went 
to the phyſicians; but, as he never ſpoke 
but by way of enigma, he ſaid to them, 
alluding to his diſtemper, Do you know how 
to change a rainy ſeaſon into dry and clear 
weather? The phyſicians not underſtand. 


ing what he meant, Heraclitus went and 


ſhut himſelf up in a ſtable where oxen 


were kept, and cover'd himſelf over in the 


dung, that the watry humours which cau- 
ſed his diſtemper might evaporate ; but he 
plunged in ſo far that he never. could get 


out again. Some report, that he was ea- 


ten by dogs in the dung-hill ; others, that 
he died there, not being able to extricate 
himſelf from; thence. He was about 65 
years old at his death. 9 > 
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NAXAGORAS, the fon 
of Hegeſibulus, had a greater 
one of phyſicks than 
any of the philoſophers, his 
predeceſſors. He was of Clazo- 
mene, A City of Ionia, deſcended from a 
very illuſtrious family, as well in reſpect 
of its original, as the great wealth which 
they poſſeſs'd; he flouriſh'd about the 76 
olympiad. | 

He was ſcholar to Azaximenes, who 


had been ſb to Auaximander, and he to Tha- 


les, whom the Greeks acknowledged the 
chief of their wiſe men. Anaxagoras was 
ſo delighted with philoſophy, that he quit- 
ted all manner of affairs, both publick and 
private, that he might apply himſelf whol- 
ly to it: wherefore he forſook all that he 
had, leſt concern for his intereſt ſhould 
take him off from his ſtudies. His parents 
repreſented to him, that his eſtate would 
be loft through his negligence ; but that 


made no — upon him: for he 
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98 ANAXAGORAS. 
withdrew from his own country, and re- 
garded nothing but the finding out of 
truth: and when a certain perſon- upbraid- 
ed him with his unconcern for his coun- 
try, he reply'd, pointing towards the hea- 
vens with his finger, Ou the contrary, I 
eſteem it beyond expreſſi n. He went and 
lived at Azhexs, removing thither the ſchool 
of Tenick philoſophy which had been ſet- 
tled at Miletus ever ſince the time of Tha- 
les, who was the founder of that ſect, and 
began to teach philoſophy there at twenty 
years of age, which he continued for 
thirty years. | 
A ſheep, with one horn in the middle of 
the forehead, being one day brought to 
the houſe of Pericles. and the diviner Lam- 


pon, immediately declaring that this por- 


tended that the two factions which di- 
vided the city of Athens, ſhould be united, 


.and make but one body for the future ; 


Amnaxagoras told them, that the reafon of 

it was, becauſe the brains did not fill up 
the cranium, which was of an oval form, 
and ended in a fort of point at that part 
of the head where the horn took root : 
whereupon he diſſected the head of the 
ſheep before them all, and found it diſ- 


_ poſed as he had related. This was very 


much to the honour of Azaxagoras : nor 
was it leſs to the diviner Lampon; for 
ſometime after the faction of Thucidi des 
was entirely quell'd, and all the affairs of 
the government fell into the hands of Pe- 


reicles. 


ANAXAGORAS 99 

Some are of opinion, that Azaxagoras 
was the firſt among the Greeks who pub- 
liſhed a ſyſtem of philoſophy ; in this he - 
acknowledg'd infinity for the firſt principle, 
and an intelligence, by which matter 'was 
diſpoſed, and all beings in the world 
form'd ; for which reaſon the philoſophers 
of his time call'd him the Mind. He did 
not imagine that this intelligence had form'd 
matter out of nothing, but only had diſ- 
poled it. Iu the beginning, laid he, all 
things were mix'd together,” and had all | 
along remain'd in that confuſion, till ſe- 
| parated by an Intelligence, who placed every 
thing in the order in which we now ſee it. 
This notion of his is very well expreſſed 
by Ovid, in the beginning of his Metamor- 
phoſes. | 

Anaxagoras ackowledg'd no other deity 
befides this intelligence which made the 
world; and he was fo far out of conceit 
with the falſe gods, that were worſhip'd 
by the heathens in all ages, that Lucian 
feign'd him to be (truck by Jupiter with 
2 thunderbolt, for the contempt which he 
ſhew'd him and the reſt of the deities. 

He held, that there was no vacuum in 
nature, but that every place was filld ; 
and that all bodies, how ſmall ſever, 
were capable of being divided to infinity: 
ſo that, according to him, an agent, that 
was skilful enough to make a proper di- 
viſion of the leg of the leaſt worm or in- 
ſect, might from thence derive a number 
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of parts ſufficient to cover a hundred mil- 
lions of heavens, without ever exhauſting 
the parts that remain'd till to be divided, 
that is ſuppoſing an infinity * to re- 
main. 

He thought that all bodies were compo- 
ſed of certain little homogeneous particles, 
or ſuch as were of the ſame kind; as, that 
the blood, for inſtance, was made of little 
particles of blood ; the waters of little par- 
ticles of water, and thus of other things; 
and it was this ſimilitude of parts which 
he call'd homeomeria. This is the account 
which Laertias gives us of his Syſtem. 

All that they objected againſt Auaæago- 
ras was, that bodies muſt neceſſarily con- 
fiſt of parts that were heterogeneous, or of 
different kinds; becauſe the bones of ani- 
mals grew bigger without their ever eating 
any bones; the nerves grew without their 
eating any nerves ; and the blood increaſ- 
ed without their drinking blood ; he an- 
ſwer'd, that in reality no body 'whatſo- 
ever was form'd entirely of homogeneous 
parts: that, for example, in graſs there 
was fleſh, blood, bones and nerves, be- 
cauſe we find that animals live upon it: 
but that all bodies derived their name from 
that matter which had the greateſt ſhare 
in their compoſition. That, for inſtance, 
in order to call a certain body, wood or 
graſs, it was ſufficient that it conſiſted of 
a much greater number of particles of 
wood or graſs than of any thing elſe, and 
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that thoſe particles were moſtly diſpoſed 
towards the ſurface of ſuch body. 

He imagined the ſun to be nothing elſe 
but an hot iron, greater in bulk than all 
Peloponneſas ; that the moon was an opaque 
body; that it was habitable, and that it 
contain'd mountains and vallies like our 
world; that comets were a collection of 
ſeveral wandring ſtars, which came toge- 
ther by chance, and ſeparated again in a 
certain ſpace of time: that the wind was 
form'd by the hear of the ſun's rarifying 
the air: that thunder proceeded from the 
claſhing of the clouds, and lightning from 
their ſtriking againſt one another: that 
earthquakes were occaſion'd by the air be- 


ing ſhut up in ſubterraneous caverns ; and 


that the overflowing of the Nile was ow- 
ing to no other cauſe than the ſnow which 


fell in hzopza, and melting at certain 
times, thus cauſed an inundation of waters 
which came and diſcharg'd it ſelf towards 


the ſources of that river. | 
Anaxagoras fancy'd that the air cauſed 
the motion of the ſtars; and as to the ob- 
jection that was made on account of their 
progreſs and return between the two tro- 
picks, he anſwer'd, that that was cauſed by 
the preſſure of the air, which drove the 
ſtars backwards and forwards like a ſpring, 
when they arrived at a certain point in the 
heavens. | 


He imagined the earth to be flat, and 


| that as it was the heavieſt of all the ele- 
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ments, it was contain'd in the loweſt part 
of the world : that the waters which flow- 
ed about its ſuperficies were rarified by the 
hear of the ſun, which changed them into 
vapours and carried them up into the mid- 
dle region of the air, from whence they fell 
down again in ſhowers. 

In the night time when it is calm wea- 
ther, we obſerve in the sky a certain white- 
neſs in a circular form, which is call'd the 
via lactea or milky way; ſome of the an- 
_ cients fancy'd that this was a road which 
the leſſer deities paſs'd thro' as they went 
to the council of Jupiter maximus; others 
thought that it was the place where the 
| ſouls of heroes floated up and down after 
being ſeparated from their bodies; and Ana 
agoras Was miſtaken in this point as well 
as the reſt of the ancient philoſophers ; for 
he thought it to be nothing elſe but a re- 
flection of the light of the ſun which ap- 
pear'd thus to us, becauſe between the via 
lactea or milky way and the earth, there 
is no ſtar ſo bright as to eclipſe the light 
thus reflected. 

He was of opinion that the firſt living 
creatures were produced by heat and moiſt- 
ure, and had afterwards preſerved their ſpe- 
cies by the way of generation. 

A ſtone having fallen from the sky, A- 
naxagoras thereupon concluded, that the 
heavens muſt neceſſarily be made of ſtones : 
he thought that the violent motion of the 
heavens eye: IEEE the ſame ; and 


that, if that motion ceaſed but for a mo- 


ment, the whole machine of the world 


would inſtantly be overturn'd. 

He gave notice on & certain time, that a 
ſtone would fall from the ſun; according- 
ly it happen'd as he had foretold, and the 

ſtone fell near the river Ægos. 
Anaæxagoras imagined, that what is now 
dry land, would ſometime hence become 


ſea ; and that what is now ſea, would be- 


come land after the ſame manner. 


Being ask'd, whether the ſea would ever 


run over the mountain Lampſacus; Yes, 
replied he, provided there is time enough 
for it. 

According to him, the chiefeſt good con- 
ſiſted in contemplating the ſecrets of na- 
ture: for which reaſon, when he was ask'd 
To what end he came into this world ? he 


anſwer'd, To contemplate the sky, the ſun, 


the moon, and other ſuch wonders. 

Somebody asking him, who was the hap- 
pieſt man upon earth? None of thoſe, re- 
plied he, whom you imagine to be ſo; and 
he will never be found but amongſt thoſe 
whom you look upon as the moſt unhappy. 

Hearing a man one day bewail his dy- 
ing in a ſtrange country; What fignifies it, 
ſaid Azaxagoras, there is no place in the 
world, but where. you may find a way to 
the infernal regions. 


Word being brought him on a certain 
time, that his ſon was dead, he received 
the news with a great deal of indifference, 
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ſaying, I knew very well that I had begot 77 


but a mortal; and thereupon went and 
buried him himſelf. 

The eſteem which Azaxagoras was in 
at: Athens laſted but for a ſeaton, for the 
Athenians cited him before the magiſtrates 
and publickly accuſed him: The cauſes 
of his accuſation are variouſly reported ; 
but the molt common Opinion is, that 
he was accuſed of impiety, for having 
preſumed to aſſert, that the ſun, which 
was adored as a god, was nothing but a 
maſs of hot iron: others ſay, that beſides 
this crime he was accuſed of treaſon. 
When they came to tell him that the Azhe- 
niaus had condemned him to death, he 
ſeem'd no more concern'd than before, 
faying, Nature has long ſince pronoun- 
ced the fame ſentence againſt them. 

Pericles, who had been his ſcholar, took 
his part ſo zealouſly, that he procured the 
ſentence -to be mitigated ; ſo they only 
condemn'd him to pay a fine of five talents, 
and ſent him into baniſhment. Anaæxagoras 
bore his ſentence with abundance of reſo- 
lution, and paſs'd the time of his exile in 
travelling into Agypt and other parts, to 
converſe with men of learning, and in- 
form himſelf of the manners of foreigners. 
After he had ſatisfy'd his curioſity, he re- 
turn'd to Claxomenæ, the place of his na- 
tivity ; where finding his eſtate uncultiva- 
ted, and entirely deſerted, If all this, ſaid 
he, had not been 5 7 myſelf bad been 


hiſt 
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Anaxogoras had taken particular care in 
inſtructing Pericles, and had been of great 
ſervice to him in the management of pub- 
lick affairs.; for which Pericles had not 
all the gratitude that might have been ex- 
pected, and was accuſed of having at laſt 
in ſome meaſure neglected his maſter. 
Anaæagoras finding himſelf old, poor, 
and deſerted by his friends, wrap*d himſelf 
in his cloak, reſolving to die with hunger; 
of which Pericles being informed, was ex- 
cecdingly. afflicted, and went immediately 
to him, and earneſtly entreated him to al- 
ter his Reſolution ; ; bewailing the mit- 
fortune of the ſtate which would loſe ſo 
great a man, and his own misfortune in 
particular, in being depriv'd of fo faith- 
ful a counſellor : upon which Anaxagoras 
uncover'd his face to him, as he was ex- 
piring, ſaying, O Pericles ! They who have 
occaſion for a lamp, fhould take care to ſup- 
ply it with oil. 

of 96560 tells us, that Anaxagoras died 
at Lampſacus, and that, when he was juſt 
ready to expire, the chief men of the city 
coming to him, to know if he had no 
orders to leave with them, he commanded 
them to give the children a play-day, and 
allow them to take their paſtime every year 
on the ſame day in which he died : which 
_ cuſtom was obſerved for a long time at- 
terwards. Azaxagoras was above 72 years 
old at his death, which happen'd in the 
88th olympiad. 


HE philoſopher Democritus, 
according to the moſt com- 
mon opinion, was of Abae- 
rr; tho' others aſſure us, 
that he was of Miletus, and 
that he was called Abderita- 
245, only, becauſe he retired to that place. 
He ſtudied at firſt under certain Magi and 
Caldeans, whom king Xerxes had left his 
father, with whom he had lodged, when he 
came to the Grecian war. It was of theſe 

people that Democritus learned theology 
and aſtronomy : he afterwards put him- 
ſelf under the philoſopher Leucippus, 
who taught him phyſicks : and he was fo 
great a lover of ſtudy, that he ſpent whole 
days ſhut up alone in a little houſe, which 
he had in the middle of a garden. His 
father having one day brought him an ox 
to facrifice, tied him in a corner of his 
houſe; but Democritus, being very intent 
on his ſtudies, did not mind what his fa- 
ther ſaid to him, nor take any notice of 
the ox, that was tied by him, till his fa- 
ther came again, and put him out of the 


profound ſtudy he was in, and ſhew'd 

him the ox, that he was to ſacrifice. 
Democritas, when he had continued a 

conſiderable time under the direction of 


Leucippus, reſolved to go into foreign 


countries, to converſe with the learned, 
and endeavour to improve himſelf in all 
ſorts of uſeful knowledge. He ſhared 
his father's inheritance with his brethren, 
and took for his portion all that conſiſted 
of ready money, tho' it was the ſmalleſt 
ſhare, as being moſt convenient for him, 
becauſe of the expences he was at in tra- 
velling and making philoſophical experi- 
ments. His firſt journey was into Egypt, 


where he learned geometry; from thence. 


he went into Ethiopia, Perſia and Chaldea, 
and at laſt his curiolity carried him as far 
as India, to inform himſelf of the learning 
of the Gymnoſophiſte. He loved to know 
men of letters, but would be known by 
no body ; and *tis ſaid, that he lived ſome 
time at Athens, where he had ſeen Socra- 
tes, Without making himſelf known to 
him. It was his humour to live .con- 
ceal'd; for which reaſon he ſometimes 
went and lay in caves and ſepulchres, 
that no body might find out where he 
Was: however, he made his appearance 
at the court of king Darizs, and when 
that prince was greatly afflicted at the 
death of his beloved wife, Democritus, 


for his comfort, promiſed to bring her to 


life, in caſe Darius could procure him, 
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throughout his whole empire, three per- 
ſons, who had never known grief, in or- 
der to have their names engraved upon 
the tomb of the deceaſed Queen : but 
there was not to be found, throughout all 
Aſia, fo much as one perſon qualified as 
Democritus required: from whence the 
philoſopher took occaſion to repreſent to 
Darius, that he was much in the wrong 
to abandon himſelf to grief, ſince there 
was no body in the world exempt from 
troubles. „ 
When Democritas return'd to Abdera, 
he lived after a very retired and poor man- 
ner, becauſe he had ſpent all his ſubſtance 
in making experiments and in his travels; 
ſo that his brother Damaſus was obliged to 
allow him ſomething for his future ſub- 
ſiſtence. There was a Law in that coun- 
try which prohibited thoſe, who had 
conſumed their eſtate, from being buried 
in the tomb of their anceſtors; Democri- 
tus, who was liable to this ſtatute, and was 
unwilling to give his enemies any oppor- 
tunity of reproaching him, recited in the 
preſence of all the people one of his pie- 
ces, which was called Diacoſmus. This 
was ſo much approved by them, that they 
immediately exempted Democritus from 
the penalty of the law, preſented him with 
zʒoo talents, and ſet up ſtatues. of him in 
the publick market-places. 
Democritas laugh'd continually, and this 4 
laughter was occaſioned by ſeriouſly con- 
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templating the weakneſs and vanity of '$ 
human nature, which induces us to form 
abundance of ridiculous deſigns, in a place 


where he 'imagincd every thing to depend 


upon Chance, and the accidental conj unc- 


tion of atoms. Juvenal alluding to the 


city of Abdera, which was ſituated in a. 


very thick air, and whoſe inhabitants were 
very ſtupid, ſays, that the wiſdom of this 


philoſopher. is an evidence, that great men 


may be produced even in 'the moſt barba- 
rous places. The ſame poet ſays, that this. 
philoſopher laugh'd,as. well at men's be- 
ing ſorrowful as joyful; and he repreſents 
him as 4 perſon of à brave mind, whole 


reſoJution, nothing could. ſhake, and as one 


who held fortune in chains under his feet. 
The people of .Abdera, : who obſerved 
him to be always laughing, thought that 
he was out of his ſenſes, and ſent. to delire 
Hippocrates to; take hin under his care; 
he accordingly came to Abdera,. an 
brought medicines with him: the firſl thing 
that he offer'd Democritus was milk, 
which Democritus looking upon ſaid, This 
is the milk of a black goat who has been 


but once big with young; and it really was 


as he ſaid: LHippocrates, wonder'd how. he 
dame to know. it, and , converſing with 
him for ſome time, he was greatly ſurpri- 


zed at his extraordinary wiſdom and learn- 


ing, ſaying; that the people of 4bdera had 
occaſion for hellebore themſelves, and not 
the philoſopher, for + they would 
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have it preſcribed : ſo Hippocrates return'd 
with great aſtoniſhment. 

 Democrizas, following his maſter Lex- 
cippus, thought that atoms and a vacuum 
were the firſt principles of all things. 

That out of nothing there could no- 
thing be made; and that whatever was in 
being, could never be annihilated. 

That atoms were not liable to cor- 
Tuption, nor to undergo any other alteration, 
becauſe their invincible hardneſs ſecured 
them from all manner of change. 

He ſuppoſed that out of theſe atoms in- 
numerable worlds were form'd, all which 
were deſtroy'd in a certain ſpace of time, 
but that others were made out of their 
Bins. w—_ 

That the ſoul of man, which he i imagi- 
ned to be the ſame thing with the mind, 
was compoſed of a concourſe of atoms 
in the ſame manner as the ſun, the moon, 
and the reſt of the ſtars. © That theſe a- 
toms had a ſort of winding motion which 
was the cauſe of the production of all be- 
ings; and as that motion was always uni- 
form, Democritus was from thence indu- 
ced to admit a fate, and to think that all 
thin s were acted by neceſſity. 

picurur, who built upon the ſame prin- 
ciples as Democritas, but would not allow 
of this neceſſity, was forced to invent his 
motion of declenſion, which i is oxen of 


in his lite. 
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Democritus aſſerted that the ſoul was 


diffuſed through all parts of the body, 


and that the reaſon of our being ſenſible 


in all thoſe parts was, becauſe every atom 


of the. ſoul anſwer'd to every atom of 
the body. 
As for the ſtars, Democritus was of 0+ 


| pinion that they moved within certain li- 


mits that were entirely free, and conſe- 


quently that there were no ſolid ſpheres to 


which they were faſten'd; that they had 
only one ſimple motion towards the weſt; 


that they were all carried away by the ra- 
pid motion of a vortex, of which the earth 


was the center, and that every ſtar mo- 


ved ſo much the ſlower by how much it 
was nearer the earth, becauſe the force of 
the circular motion diminiſh'd gradually as. 
It approach'd the center ; that therefore 


thoſe ſtars ſeem'd to move towards the 


__ eaſt, which moved more ſlowly weſtwards, 
and that as the fix'd ſtars moving with great- 
er rapidity than all the reſt of the ſtars, 


finiſh'd their courſe in 24 hours; that the 
ſun, which moves more ſlowly, does not 
finiſh his under 24 hours and ſome min- 
ntes ; and the moon, which moves more 
flowly than all the ſtars, was almoſt 25 
hours in-finiſhing it: ſo that according to 
him, ſhe does not ftir from her proper 
motion towards the ſtars that are far- 
theſt eaſt ward, but is left behind by the 
ſtars that are fartheſt weſtward, who come 
up to her again * days aft e. 
| FOILED 
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'Tis ſaid, that the great fondneſs which 
Demecritas had for ſtudy, made him blind 
_ himſelf, that he might be uncapable of be- 
ing diverted to any thing elſe : this was 
done by ſetting” in his view, in the open 
air, a brazen veſſel which reflected the 
ſan- beams, to his eyes; and the heat of it 
at length cauſed him to. loſe his f ſight. 
When Democritus found himſelf worn 
out with age and ready to die, he obſer- 
ved that his ſiſter was very much con- 
cern'd, becauſe, ſhe was afraid he would 
die before the feaſts of Ceres, and ſo 2 
her mourning be hindred from affiſting 
the rites of that goddeſs; wherefore 
:mocritus cauſed hot loaves of bread to E 
brought to him, the ſmell of which re- 
_ Freſh'd him, and kept up his natural heat: 
but as ſoon as the three days of the feſtival 
were over, he had the loaves taken away, 
and immediately expired; being then, ac- 
cording to the common opinion, : an hun- 
dred and nine years old. | 
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DAE! MPEDOCLES, as is 
Eq mol commonly reported, 
was ſcholar to Pythagoras : 
the place of his nativity was. 
J Agrigentam in Sicily, and his. 
family one of the moſt conſidetable in all. 
the country: he was more particularly 
skill'd in phyſick; was a good orator- 
and moreover apply'd himſelf very much 
to poetry, with whatever concerned: 
religion and the worſhip of the gods. The 
people of Agrigentam had an extraordinary 
reſpect for him, and look'd upon him as. 
one exalted above the reſt of mankind: ſo. 
that Lucretius, after relating the wonders. 
that are to be ſeen in Szcily, ſays, that the 
people of the country declared, that no- 
thing was ſo glorious to their iſland, as it's. 
having produced ſo great a man ; and that- 
they valued his poems as fo many oracles. 
This was not without reaſon ; for ſe- 
veral circumſtances of his life conſpired i in 
procuring him the admiration of all the 
world; tho! ſome have ſuſpected him of 
magick: and Satyrus reports, that Gorgi- 
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as Leontinus, one of the chief diſciples 


of this philoſopher, commonly, ſaid, that 
he had often aſſiſted him in exerciſſ ing that 


art; and Empedocles himſelf ſeems to in- 
timate in his poetry, as if he had ſome 


private knowledge of that ſort, where he 
tells Gorgias, that he will teach none, but 
him, the ſecrets that were to be made uſe 
of for healing al! ſorts of diſeaſes, mak- 


ing the old young again, raiſing of. winds, 
aſſwaging of tempeſts, procuring rain and 


heat, and in ſhort, reſtoring the dead to 
lite, and bringing them * from the a- 


ther world. 


Ou a certain time the eaſtern winds 


blew ſo violently, that it was thought, 
all the fruits of the ground would be ine- 
vitably deſtroy'd ; whereupon Empedocles 
cauſed a number 'of aſſes to be flead, and 
ſtuffing of their skins placed them upon 


the top of the mountains and higheſt hills; 


and 'tis ſaid, the winds immediately'cea- 
fed and every thing became calm. 


Empedacles was very much inclin'd to 


the doctrine of his maſter Py:bagoras; and 
as the Pyibagoreaus abhorred bloody ſacri- 


fices, Embedocles having one day a mind 
to do ſacrifice, made an ox of hony 


and flower, and offered it to the Gods. 


In the time of Empedbcles, Agrigentum 


was a very conſiderable city, containing 
Eight hundred thouſand inhabitants; ſo 
that it was called the great city, by way 
. eminence; and the people were arri- 
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ved at the grea:eſt heighth of luxury 
and extravagance : Empedocles ſpeaking of 
them ſaid, that they feaſted as if their lives 
were to laſt but for a day, and yet they 
-built palaces as if they were to live for e- 
ver. He was a perſon very averſe to can- 
vaſſing for publick offices, and tho?” the 
people of Agrigentum frequently offer'd 
him the ſupreme government of the city, 
he would never accept of it, always pre- 
ferring a private life to worldly greatneſs, 
and the fatigue of buſineſs. He was very 
zealous for . and PEROT open 
ment | | 

Coming once to a feaſt, to which he 
had been invited; when ſupper time was 
come, and he perceived that it was not 
ſerved up, and yet no body complain'd 
.of it, he began to be uneaſy, and would 
have it immediately brought: but the per- 
ſon, who had invited him, cried, let us ſtay 
a little, for J expect the chief officer of 
the ſenate for one of my gueſts; as ſoon 
as he came, the maſter of the houſe, and 
all that were invited gave way to him, that 
he might have the moſt honourable place; 
and he was immediately choſen king of 
the feaſt; in which place he oould not for- 
bear ſhewing ſome ſigus of his impetious 
- temper and tyrannical diſpoſition ; com- 
manding all the gueſts to drink their wine 
without any manner of mixture, and or- 
dering, that whoever refuſed to drink 
thus, ſhould have A full glaſs thrown into 
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his face. Empedacles ſaid nothing at that 


juncture; but the next Day he cauſed the 


people to 'be aſſembled, and openly accu- 
ed both the perſon who had invited them, 
and he that had behaved bimſelf fo impe- 
. Fiouſly et the feaſt ; declaring to every 
body, that this was beginning a tyranny, 
and that ſuch violent proceedings were 
contrary to the laws and liberty of the 
publick : afterwards having cauſed them 
both to be condemn'd, he executed them 
on the ſpot. His power was ſo great, 
that he procured the diſſolution of the 
council of a thouſand; and us he favour'd 
the people, he got it enacted that the mag i- 
ſtrates ſnould be changed every three years, 
that every body might fucceed to the pub- 
lick offices in his turn. 
Arron, the phyſician, deſiring of the ſe- 
nate a place for erecting a monument in 
- honour of his father, who had excell'd in 
his profefſion, and was the molt famous 
- phyſician of his time; Empedoc les roſe up 
in the midſt of the aſſembly and prevented 
the people from granting what he deſired; 
- becauſe he thought it inconſiſtent with the 
equality which he was for having exactly 
bo - uae] in order to hinder any one from 
exalting himſelf above the reſt, which in 
his opinion was the Wee or the _- 
lick liberty. '. 
be city of Cunt: was tha wedialy 
time laid waſte by the plague; every body 
Was inflicted With it, and the very women 
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with child were deliver'd before their 
time. Empedocles underſtanding that this 
proceeded from no other cauſe bur the 
vaters of the river which ſerved the town 
5 being corrupted ; he at his own expence | 
alter'd the coutſe of two rivulets, turning | 
their ſtreams into the river of Selinus; this 
prevented the corruption of the waters, and 
immediately the plague ceaſed. The peo- 
ple made great rejoycings upon this occa- 
ſion, Empedocles at that time appearing a- 
? mongſt them; and aſſembling together, 
they ofter*d: ſacrifices to him atidipaid him 
divine BORON; which he "oy much af- 
feard() if 5 BY 

Empedocles oktowledg'd the four fe 
ments, viz. earth, water, air, and fire, to 
be the firſt ptincipie of all things. Wi 
-- . He imagined that there was à certain 
harmony between theſe elements - which 
united them together, and a certain diſegrd 
which ſeparated them aſunder; to- Which 

he added that they are fubject to a conti- 
nual viciſſitude, but that nothing ever pe- 
riſh'd 4 that this order of theirs had ſub- 
ſiſted from all eternity, and would always 
endure; that the ſun. Was a great maſs of 
fire; that the moon was, flat, and of the 

form of a diſh; that the skY Was form'd 
of a matter like unto criſtal. 

As for the ſoul, he fancy'd that it went 
into all: forts of bodies without diſtinction; 
and he alledged for certain that he perfect- 
ly remember'd his having been a little girl, 
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_ afterwards a fiſh, then a bird, and what is 
more, that he had even been a plant. | 
The death of this philoſopher is very 
= . differently related; the moſt common opi- 
1H nion is, that as he had a very great deſire 
to be thought a god, and found a great 
many people ſufficiently diſpoſed to believe 
it, he reſolved to maintain this high opinion 
that they had of him to the laſt : for which 
_ reaſon, when he began to be ſenſible of the 
inconveniences of old age, he had a mind 
to finiſh his life by ſome means that might 
appear miraculons. Therefore having cu- 
red a woman of Agrigentum named Pan- 
rhea, who was given over by all the phyſi- 
cCians, and was juſt at the point of death, he 
. Prepared a ſolemn ſacrifice, to which he 
invited above eighty perſons; and to make 
every body believe that he had vaniſhed a- 
Way, at the end of the feaſt, when the 
people were all gone to repoſe themſelves, 
ſome under trees, and others elſewhere, 
_ Empedecles went privately up to the top of 
mount tua, and threw himſelf into the 
. midſt of the flames. Horace, ſpeaking of 
| this his end, ſays, "31" | BZ TOON 1 
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be, immortalis babers 
11 Dam cupit Empedecles, ardentem frigidus Etnam 
| :  - Empedocles was a very ſerious man; he 
1 always wore long hair with a crown of 
| _ - laurel upon his head; and he never walk' d 
the ſtreets without a great many to attend 
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him. He cauſed reſpe& in all whom he 
met, and every body thought themſelves . 
happy if they had the fortune to meet him 
as he paſs'd. He uſed to wear ſandals of 
brafs upon his feet; and when he threw © 
himſelf into the flames, the violence of 
the fire caſt up one of them, which being 
found again by thoſe who follow'd him, 
diſcover'd the cheat. Thus wretched Em 
pedocles, for want of having taken proper 
precautions, inſtead of paſſing for a god, 
made it appear that he was nothing. but an 
impoſtor, 

Amongſt other excellent qualities! that 
he had, he was a very good citizen, and en- 
tirely difintereſted. After the death of his 
father Metro, ſome were for uſurping a ty- 
rannical power at Agrigentum; but Em- 
pedocles cauſing the people to be immedi- 
ately aſſembled, appeaſed the ſedition, and 
prevented the matter from ſpreading far- 
ther; and to ſhew how deſirous he was of 
keeping up an equality in the city, he ſha- 
red his eſtate with thoſe that had leſs than 
himſelf. 

This philoſopher Aouriſh'd about the - 
84th olympiad : the people of Agrigen- 
tum erected a ſtatue to him, and held his 
memory in very great veneration; he was. 
old when he died, but we are not exactly 
inform d of his ge. . 
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| OCRATES, whom all at ont 
a= AL quity allow be, the | 
f FR, 'virfuous Ae al, 
== the hcathen philoſophers, . Was, 
a citizen of, Athens, Of... 
town of ns He 'was born in the. 
4th year of the 75th olympiad; his. father. 
was Sopbroniſcus a ſtatuary, and his. mo- 
ther Phazarera àa mid wife. He at firſt ſtu- 
dy'd philoſophy under Anaxagoras, and. 
afterwards under Archelaus the phyſician ;/ 
but conlidering that all thoſe vain ſpeeula- 
tions upon natural things led to nothing 
that was uſeful, and did by no means ſerve 
to make a philoſopher a better man, he ap- 
ply'd himſelf to ſtudy what | related, to. 
manners, and” was, as, we. may ſay, the 
founder of” moral. p iloſophy. amongſt the 
Greeks, as Cicero obſerves, in his third. book 
of Taſculan queſtions. ' © 
He ſpeaks of him particularly and more 
at large in the firſt book, where he has theſe 
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words, It ſeems to me, and moſt peo- 


„ple are agreed in the ſame opinion, that 
Soc rates is the firſt, who, recovering phi- 


loſophy from the ſearch after the ſecrets 
of nature, to which all the philoſophers 


« before him had wholly apply'd them- 


&« ſelves, brought it back, and employ'd it 


„ in what concerns the duties of common 
life; ſo that all that he troubled himſelf 
« with, was to examine into virtues and 
“ vices, and -enquire what good or evil 
* conſiſted in; ſaying, that what related 
eto the ſtars was very much above our 
« knowledge, and that if it was more 
© within our reach than it is, our conduct 

could in no wiſe be regulated by it. 

Socrates therefore made that part of phi- 
loſophy his whole ſtudy which concerns 
the manners of men, and extends it ſelf 


thro' all ages and all conditions of life; 


and this new way of philoſophizing was 
the better receiv'd, becauſe he that was the 
inventor ot it, ſhew'd what it was by his 
-own example, making it his bufinels te 
diſcharge, with all poſlible exactneſs, all the 


duties of a good citizen both in peace and 


5 War. 2 7 


He was the only one of all the philo- 
ſophers of any note, who, as Lucian, in 
his Paraſi ite, remarks, was ever ingaged in 


War. He made two campaigns, and tho 
with ill ſucceſs;to his cauſe, in both ſhew'd 
himſelf to be a man of courage; for in 
the one he ſaved the life of Aenophon, who 
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having fallen from his horſe, as he was re- 
treating, would have been "killed by the 
enemy, if Socrates had not taken him on 
His ſhoulders out of the battle and carried 
_ Him ſeveral ſtadias, till the horſe which had 
gotten away was retaken : this is report- 
ed by Strabo. In the other, the Athenians 
Having been entirely defeated and put to 
flight, he was the laſt in retreating, and be- 
haved himſelf fo well that the purſuers, 
ſeeing him ready to face about every mo- 
ment, had not reſolution enough to attack 
him : "this we are aſſured of by Athenæus. 

Excepting in theſe two expeditions, So- 
erates never ſtirr'd out of Azhens; in 
which his conduct was different from all 
©ther philoſophers, who had all ſpent ſome 
part of their life in travel to improve 
their knowledge, by converſing with the 
learned of all countries: but as * kind 
of philoſophy, to which Sscrates confined 
Himſelf, made a man labour rather to at- 
tain to the knowledge of himſelf, than to 
burthen his mind with what was of nouſe 
as to the forming his manners, he thought 
himſelf exempt from taking thoſe great 
journeys, in which nething more was to 
be learned than what he could acquire at 
Athens amongſt his countrymen; for the 
reformation of whom he thought it more 


reaſonable that he ſhauld be employ'd than 


that of ſtrangers: and as moral philoſophy 
is a ſcience which inſtructs more by exam- 
ple than precepts, he laid it down as 4 
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rule to himſelf to practice whatever right 
reaſon and the moſt ſtrict virtue required of 
him. In purſuance of this maxim it was, 
that having been. admitted into the order 
of ſenators in the city, and taken an oath 
to give advice according to the laws, he 


poſitively refuſed to ſign an order by which 
the people contrary to the laws, had paſſd 


ſentence of death upon nine officers ; and 
altho* the people were offended at it, and 


ſeveral even of the moſt powerful greatly 


threat'ned him, he conſtantly perſiſted in 
his opinion, as not thinking it conſiſtent 
with the character of a man of honour 
to act contrary to his oath in compliance 
with the people. „ 

We dont find that he was in any office 
except this; but notwithſtanding his being 


but a private perſon, he acquired fo much 


eſteem at Athens by his integrity and good 
qualities, that he was more reſpected there 
than the magiſtrates themſelves. As to his 
perſon he took a proper care of it, blaming 
thoſe who had no regard to themſelves, or 
who affected a ſort of negligence in that 
particular. His garb was becoming, and 
always contrived for convenience and de- 
cency, keeping a juſt mean between what 
might ſeem clowniſh and unpolite, and 
what might ſavour of pride and delicacy. 


Tho? not very well provided with the 


oe of fortune, he always preſerved him- 

elf entirely difintereſted, receiving no- 

thing from thoſe W were his auditors; 
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by which conduct of his he condemn'd 


' thoſe other philoſophers who uſed to fel} 


their lectures and tax their ſcholars at a 


higher or lower rate according as they were 


more or leſs in. vogue. Therefore, as 
Xenophon reports, Socrates uſed to ſay, "that 
he wonder'd how a perſon who profeſt 
teaching of virtue could think of making 
any gain by it; as if procuring the friend- 
thip of an honeſt man, and making a friend 
of a ſcholar, was not the maſt valuable 
reward and moſt ſolid fruit that could be 
expected from our labours. 

It was on account of this difi ntereſted- 
neſs of Socrates, that Antipho, a certain 
ſophiſter, who had a mind to decry that 
morality which he was unwilling to prac- 
tice, told him one day, that he was in the 
right to take nothing from thoſe whom 


he inſtructed; fince he thereby ſhew'd 


that he was indeed an honeſt man: for, 
fays the ſophiſter, if you were about diſ- 
poſing of your houſe, your cloaths, or 
any of your goods, very far from giving 


them for nothing, you would endeavour 


to. ſell them at their full value, and not 
in the leaſt under price ; but as you your 
ſelf are ſatisfy'd that you know nothing, 
and conſequently. are uncapable to inſtruct 
others, you make a conſcience of being 
paid for whar you are not able to teach; 
Which is an inſtance of your: honeſty, tas 
ther than diſintereſtedneſs. 8 


— 
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But Socrates eaſily confounded him by 
ſewing that there are ſeveral things that 
may be made uſe of after an honeſt or diſho- 
neſt manner; and that there is a wide diffe- 
rence between preſenting a friend with: 
ſome fruit out of our garden, and ſelling it 
to him. But however, we muſt not ima- 
gine that Socrates kept a ſchool like the 
reſt of the philoſophers, who. had a certain 
place where their diſciples met together 
and were inſtructed at ſtated hours; for 
his way of philoſophizing was in common 
converſation with thoſe that happen'd to- 
be with him at any time or place whatſo- 
erer, | | 

One of the chief articles whereof Meli- 
tus accuſed Socrates, was, that inſtead of 
allowing thoſe to be gods that were ac- 
knowledged ſuch at Azhens, he brouglit im 
new deities amongſt them; but there ne- 
ver was a more falſe: and groundleſs accu- 
fation ; for the rule which Socrates had: 
both preſcribed to himſelf in this particu- 
lar, and given thſoe who ask'd his opinion, 
was to conform: themſelves to the ra- 
cle of Apollo, at Delphos, which, being 
conſulted about the- manner. in which the: 
gods ought to. be worſhipped, anſwerꝰd that 
every ane ſhould worſhip them according, 
to the cuſtoms and. ceremonies made uſe 
of in their own country. And this Socrates 
pertorm'd, making offerings and: Sacrifices 
to the gods out of the lite which he poſe 
{eld ; and. tho?” whit hs offer'd. was. in 
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md SOCRATES. 
conſiderable, yet he thought that he theres. 
by merited as much as thoſe that pre- 
ſented the richeſt gifts; becauſe in this he 
did according to his ability, and could not 
believe that the gods had more regard to 
the greateſt than to the: leaſt offerings :: on 
the contrary, he was of opinion, that no- 
thing was more acceptable to the gods 
than the ſacrifices of good men. 

Nothing is more ſimple, and at the ſame 
time more pious, than the prayer which he 
made uſe of, deſixing nothing particular in 
it, but beſeeching the gods to grant what 
they thought neceſſary and convenient for- 
him; for, ſaid he, to ask them for riches- 
or honours, is much the ſame, as if we 
were to deſire them to let us fight a bat-- 
tle, or play at dice, without: knowing. 
what may be the ſucceſs: 

He was ſo far from - perſuading. thoſe: 
that converſed with him againſt worſhip- - 
ing the gods, that on the contrary, he: 
made it his buſineſs to reclaim thoſe who: 
were irreligious. Fo this purpoſe, . eu- 
pbox tells us what method he made uſe of 
to inſpire with religious ſentiments a man 
call'd Ariſtodemus, who own'd, that he 
paid no manner of worſhip to the gods, and 
made a jeſt of thoſe who did facrifice to 
to them: when we read in Zenopbon all 
that Socratet upon this occafion ſays of the 
providence of the gods, it is ſurprizing. 
that a philoſopher, who always lived in the. 
midſt of paganiſm, ſhould have ſuch found: 


ture. muſt needs appęar. very extraordinary; 
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and proper notions of what relates to the 
divine Being, 

He was poor, but o ſatisfied with his- 
condition, that tho* it was his own fault 
that he was not rich by. accepting the pre- 
fents which his friends and ſcholars were 
for forcing him to receive; yetthe always: 
fent them back, to the great regret of his 
wife, who did not reliſh - ſuch philo- 
ſophy. His manner of living, in reſpe&- 
to food and cloaths, was ſo very ſevere,. 
that Antipho the. ſophilter, of. whom we 


have before ſpoken, told him ſometimes, . 


by way of reproach, that there was no 
ſlave ſo wretched as to be contented with 
it: for, ſaid he, your food is not only 
the worſt that can be, and your habit very 
mean, but you have but one robe both 
for ſummer and winter, and nothing be- 
fides it, and withal go barefoot. But So- 
crates gave him to underſtand that he was 


miſtaken, if he fancied that happineſs: was 


to be found no where but in riches and 


pleaſures; and that for his part, poor as 


he appear d to him, be was happier than 


be. Ir is my opinion, ſaid: Socrates; that 


as it is the peculiar privilege. of the gods to 
want nothing, ſo the leſs we need, the near 


er we approach to their nature. 


It was impoſſible but that fo ſincere a 
virtue, as Socrates was poſſeſsd of, muſt 
cauſe admirat ion, eſpecially in ſuch a City - 
as Athens, where an inſtance of this na- 
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for even thoſe, who have not the power to 
be virtuous themſelves, cannot avoid do- 
ing juſtice to thoſe that have it: the vir- 
tue therefore of Socrates ſoon procured 
him the general eſteem of his fellow ci- 
tizens, and brought him abundance of diſ- 
eiples both old and young, who prefer 
red the pleaſure of hearing and converſing 
with him to the moſt diverting entertain- 
ments; and he was the more acceptable, 
becauſe with the greateſt auſterity, in re- 
gard to himſelf, was join'd the greateſt 
ſweetnefs and civility in reſpect of others, 


Fhe firſt thing that he indeavoured to in- 


ſpire his young auditors with, was piety 
and reverence to the goods.; afterwards he 


inclined them as much as he eould to tem- 


perance, and an averſion to ſenſual de- 


lights, ſhewing them how they deprived a 


man of the moſt valuable thing he was 


maſter of, namely, his liberty. His me- 


thod of treating moral philoſophy was 
ſo much the more engaging, by being per- 


form'd only by way of converſation, and 


without any ſet deſign; for without pro- 
poſing any particular point to diſcuſs, he 
took the firſt which offer'd : he at firſt 
ask'd a. queſtion as a man that ſeeks. to be 
inform'd; and afterwards making uſe of 
what was. granted in thoſe queſtions, he Jed; 
people to the propoſition-that was. contra» 
diCtory to what they ſtated: in. the beg in- 
ning 0 the diſpute. Socrates ſpent: part 
Ok the d ay in. ſuch ſort of contcrences a- 
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bout morality, to which every body was 
welcome, and from which, according to 
Aeuophon, no body ever went away with- 
out becoming a better man. 

Altho' Socrates has left nothing in wri- 
ting; yet it is eaſy to judge of the ſubſtance 

of his morality, and his method of hand- 
ling it, by what we find in Plato and Xe- 
"waphon. The agreement, as to the manner 
of diſputing, which is obſervable in what- 
ever is related by theſe cwo diſciples of 
Socrates, is a certain demonſtration of the 
method which he follow'd : but the ſame 
cannot be ſaid for the ſubtance of his diſ- 
courſes, eſpecially in regard to Plato, who 
ſometimes fathers things upon him, as So- 
crates told him one day after having read 
his dialogue call'd Ly; but there is rea- 
fon to believe that Xenopbon was the moſt 
faithful of the two ; for what he reports 
of ſome part of a converſation, and diſpute 
between Socrates and another party, he de- 
Clares that he relates it as an hiſtorian, 
who delivers what he has heard. 

Tt is not eaſy to. comprehend how a man 
who exhorted every budy to honour the 
gods, and who preach'd, if we may ſo ex- 
preſs it, to young people to avoid vice, 
ſhould be condemn'd to:be put to death 
for impiety to the gods that were acknow- 
ledg'd at Arhexs, and for being a corrupter 
of youtn: but then this crying piece of in- 
juſtice was not committed bat in a time of 
confuſion, and under the tumultuous. gg=- 
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130 SOC RATE. 
vernment of the thirty tyrants; and the 
occaſion of it was this; 18 

Critias, the moſt powerful of theſe thirty 


tyrants, had been the diſciple of Socrates 
together with Alcibiades; but being both 


tired with a philoſophy, the maxims where- 
of did not ſuit with their ambition and in- 
temperance, they at length forſook him. 
Critias, for his part, from being the ſcho- 
lar of Socrates, became his greateſt enemy, 
becauſe he continually reproach'd him 


with a criminal paſſion ; and other particu- 
lars, in which he oppoſed him; ſo that 


when Cr:z:as became one of the thirty ty- 
rants, he had nothing fo much at heart as 
the deſtruction of Socrates, who, beſides 


abhorring their tyranny, ſpoke very freely 


againft them. For ſeeing them daily put 
to death ſeveral of the citizens, and thoſe 


of the principal men, he could not forbear 


ſaying in converſation, that if a perſon 


that was entruſted to keep cows, brought 


them daily home leaner and leſs in num- 
ber, it was ſtrange if he himſelf would not 
acknowledge that he was a bad cow—- 
keeper. Critias and Charicles, two of the 
chief of the tyrants, who eaſily perceived 
that the compariſon would be apply'd to 
them, immediately made a law that forbad 
teaching the art of diſcourſing in Athens; 
and tho? Socrazes had never profeſs'd that 
art, yet it was very Viſible that he was the 
perſon aim'd at, and. that by that means 


they intended to deprive him of the liberty 
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of conferring, - as he uſed to do, upon 
points of morality with thoſe who con- 
verſed with him. | 

Socrates went himſelf to the contrivers 
of the law, to deſire them to explain it; 
but they being perplex'd by the ſubtlety of 
his queſtions, told him plainly, that they 
prohibited him from holding converſation 
with the youth of the city; and he there- 
upon asking them how far that age ex- 
tended, they declared, that they underſtood 
by youth all that were under thirty years 
of age. But, ſays Socrates, may I not an- 
ſwer if any one by chance aiks me, where ts 
Charicles or Critias? Yes, ſays Charles ; 
but, continued Critias, you are more parti- 
cularly barr'd from a company of tradeſmen, 
who are tired out with your harangues. 
But, reply'd Socrates, ſhall I not anſwer 
thoſe who come to ast me what ts piety and 
Juſtice ? Tes, anſwer'd Charicles, and the 
cow-keepers too will take care that you 
ourſelf do not leſſen the number of cows. 

here needed no more to let Socrates ſee 
what he might expect from thoſe two ty- 
rants, and that his compariſon of the cows 
had exaſperated them to the greateſt degree 
imaginable. | 5 | 

But becauſe it would have brought too 
great an odium upon them to attack Socra- 
res and bring him to judgment, conſidering 
his great reputation for virtue, they thought 
it beſt to begin with diſcrediting him in 
publick ; and this is what they endeavout d 
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to do by the comedy of Ariſtophanes, 
which is called zhe cloudt, in which So- 
crates is repreſented as one that teacheth 
the art of making things appear juſt that 
are unjuſt. The comedy having ſo far 
ſucceeded as to make Socrates appear ri- 
diculous, Melitus came and made an in- 
formation againſt him for capital crimes, ia 
which he accuſed him. 2. Of not ac- 
knowledging the gods that were worſhipped 
at Athens, and introducing others. 2. Of 
corrupting the youth, by teaching them not 
to reverence their parents nor the magi- 

| ſtrates; the accuſer demanded that for theſe 
two crimes he ſhould be condemn'd to be 

. put to death. _ 

Notwithſtanding all the reſentment of 
the thirty tyrants, and eſpecially of Critias 
and Charicles againſt Socrates, it is very 
certain that they would have found it a dit- 
ficult matter to condemn him if he had 
been ever ſo little affiſtant to himſelf : but 
there were ſeveral circumſtances that con- 
tributed {till more to exaſperate the tyrants 
and farther his condemnation ;: for. he bore 

i this accuſation with. ſuch intrepidity and 
| Fil greatneſs of mind, that he refuſed even to 
pay any fine, thinking it a ſort of acknov- 
ledgment of guilt; and what is more, he 
ſpoke to his judges with the, greateſt reſo- 
1 lution, when they call'd upon him to de- 
| clare what puniſhment he himſelf was of 
If opinion that he ought to be condemn'd 
| to; telling them boldly, that he thought 
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that for the remaining part of his life he 
deſerved to be maintained at the publick ex- 
pence. A very eloquent philoſopher, whoſe 
name was Lyſias, had compoſed a defence 
for him to ſpeak before the judges; which 
Socrates having heard, reported and al low'd 
it to be very good; but return'd it to him 
again ſaying, chat it was not proper for 
im. But why, reply'd Lyſias, is it not 
proper, ſince you allow it to be good? 
Ab] my Friend, anſwer'd Socrates, May 
uct cloaths and ſhoes be very good, and yet 
not fit for me? That is, tho” the defence was 
very fine and in ſtrong terms, it had ſuch 2 
turn as was not ſuitable to the integrity and 
candour of Socrates. Socrates being con- 
demn'd to death was carried to priſon, 
where they put an end to his life by obli- 
ging him to take hemlock, which at that 
time was the way of executing thoſe who 
were condemn'd to die amongſt the Azbeni- 
ans. | | 
Diogenes Laertius ſuppoſeth Socrates to 
have been twice married; but we have 
an account only of hiswife Xaztzppe, who 
brought him one ſon named Tamprocles, 
and who made her ſelf famous for her ill 
humour, and exerciſing the patience of So- 
crates; he ſaid that he married her, becauſe 
he was perſwaded that if he could but 
bring himſelf to bear her ill temper, 
then nothing elſe would be intolerable to 
ä 


SS BCE eee ere _ ——— 


C C˙˙7˙C˙CcccccCcccc - 
* I RR — 
—— — 


277 —— — 2 — 


ꝓ—— Is nent P 


mw IJOCRATES _ 

Socrates pretended to have a genius that 
directed him by ſecret inſpirations on cer- 
rain occaſions, this is mention'd by Plato, 
Aenophon, and other authors; and Pla- 
earch, Apuleus, and Maximus of Tyre, 


Have each of them profeſſedly wrote a 


book upon this genius or demon. Socrates 
died the firſt year of the 95th olympiad, 
being 68 ycars old. 5 
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LAT O, the ſublimity of 
wlll whoſe doctrine cauſed him to 
be ſirnamed the divine, was of 
one of the greateſt families of 
Azhens, where he was born in 
the 88th olympiad : he was deſcended from 
Coaras by his father, whoſe name was A 
riton, and from Solon by his mother, who 
was called Parectonia. Plato was at firſt 
named Ariſtocles; but afterwards, becauſe 
he was tall of ſtature and ſomewhat fat,. 
but eſpecialty becauſe he had a large fore- 
head and broad ſhoulders, he was ſurna- 
med Plata, f which firname he always re- 
tain'd, 

Whilſt he was yet in the cradle, a ſwarm 
of bees are reported to have ſhed their ho- 
ney on his lips; which was look'd upon 
as an omen of that ſurprizing eloquence, 
by which he diſtinguiſh'd himſelf above all 
the reſt of the war” In his youth he ap- 
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From Na, which in Greek ſignifieth broad. 
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ply'd himfelf to poetry, and wrote two 


tragedies, and ſome elegies; but he com- 
muted all theſe to the flames, as foon as 


he had form'd a reſolution of applying 


himfelf to philoſophy. He was twenty 


years old when his father carried him to- 


Socrates for his Inſtruction ; and on 
the preceding night Socrates had a dream, 
in which he thought he had in his boſom 
a young ſwan, which, as ſoon as his fea- 
thers were grown, expanded his wings, 
and taking flight, ſoar'd very high in the 
air, ſinging with an unſpeakable melody. 
Socrates made no doubt but that this dream 
related to Plato, to whom he apply'd it, 
and that it was a preſage of the great repu- 
tation to which his pupil ſhould afterwards 
attain. He continued faithfully attach'd 
to Socrates as long as he lived; but after 
his death, he adhered to Cratylus, who fol- 
 Jow'd the opinions of Heraclitus, and to 

Hermogenes, who follow'd thoſe of Par- 
wenides. When he was twenty eight 
years old, he went to Megara to ſtudy un- 
der Euclid, with the other diſciples of Sa- 
crates; from- thence going to Cyrene, he 
ſtudy'd mathematicks under Theodorur. 


He afterwards went into /zaly to. hear the 
three famous + pam eee of that time, 


who were Philolauc, Archytas of Tarentum, 
and Eurytus. Not being ſatisfied with. all 
that he could learn from theſe great ma- 


ſters, he went afterwards into Egypt, to be 


inſtructed under the profeſſors aud prieſts 
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of that country; and he had an intention: 
of going even to India to conſult the Ma- 
gi, if the wars that were then in Aſia had 
not hinder'd him. 1 

Returning again to Athens after theſe 
travels, he ſettled his abode in a quarter 
near the city call'd Academia, an unhealthy. 
place, which: he made choice of on pur- 
poſe as a remedy againſt his being too cor- 
pulent and healthy. The remedy had in- 
deed its effect, for he immediately had a 
quartan ague, which continued upon him 
a year- and half; but by means of his ſo- 
briety and diet, he overcame it, and his. 
health was afterwards better and leſs un- 

A | 
He was: thrice engaged in the army; firſt. 
at Tanagra, ſecondly at Corinth, and laſt- 
ly at Delos; and in this expedition his party 
obtain'd the victory. He was alſo three 
times in Sicily; firſt out of curioſity, and 
partly to be himſelf a witneſs of the burn- 
ing of mount. Ar. He was forty: 
years old when he went to the court of 
the elder Dionyſius the tyrant, who had ex- 
preſs'd a deſire to.ſee him: but the liberty, 
with which he ſpoke to him on the ſubject. 
of tyranny,.almoſt. coſt him his life, which 
he had loſt, if Dion and Ariſtomenes had 
not interceeded for him. However, the 
tyrant deliver*d him to Polides, the ambaſ- 
ſador reſiding with him from the Lacæde- 
moriant, whom he order'd to ſell him for 
a:ſlaye.. This * carried him to 
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ZEgina, the people whereof had made a 


law that forbad, under pain of death, any 
Athenian to come into their iſland; under 
which pretence it was that a certain perſon, 
named Charmander, accuſed him of having 
committed a crime which deſerved death; 
but ſome alledging that the law was made 
againſt men, and not againſt philoſophers, 
they were ſatisfied with this explanation, 
and thought it ſufficient to fel} him: An- 
wicerrs of Cyrene happening, very fortu- 
nately for him, to be in the country at 
that time, bought him for twenty minas, 

and ſent him back to his friends at Athens. 
As for Polides the Lacedemonian, who was 
the firſt that ſold him, he was defeated by 
Cabrias, and periſhed afterwards in the 
waves, as a puniſhment for what the phi- 


loſopher Plato had ſutfer'd by his means, 


which,”tis ſaid, he was warn'd of by a certain 
Demon. The elder Dionyſius, hearing that 
he had return'd to Athens, was apprehen- 
five that he would be revenged on him 
by exclaming againſt him; and he even 
wrote to him to ask his pardon in ſome 
meaſure : Plato anſwer'd, that he might 
be eaſy in that particular, fince he was too 


much employ*d in philoſophy to have time 


to think of him. And when ſome of his 


enemies reproach'd him with being deſert- 


ed by the tyrant ; Dionyfins, ſaid he, did 


zo? deſert Plato, but Plato Dionyſius. 


He went a ſecond time into Sicily, in 
the reign of Diouyſius the younger, hoping 
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to prevail with him to reſtore his fellow- 
Citizens to their liberty, or at leaſt to in- 
duce him to govern his ſubjects with leni- 


ty; but when he had ſtaiĩd there four 


months, finding the tyrant was ſo far from 
growing better, by what he faid to him, 
that he had baniſh'd Dion, and continued 
to exerciſe his tyranny in the ſame manner 
as his father had done, he return'd to A- 
zhens, notwithſtanding all the perſwaſions 
of Dionyſius, who had a very great value 
for him, and did his utmoſt to detain him.. 
He went thither a third time to intercede 
for Dion, that he might have leave to re- 
turn, and to induce the tyrant to diveſt 
himſelf of the fovereignty ; which Diony- 
ſius not performing, tho' he had promiſed 
It, he reproach'd him with breaking his 


word, and exaſperated him fo much, that 


he was in danger of his life, and perhaps 
had loſt it, but that Archyzas of Tareutum 
fent an ambaſſador on purpoſe to demand 
him, and alſo a veſſel to carry him back. 
But Dionyſius, at his requeſt, not only per- 


mitted him to withdraw from thence, but 


alſo ſtored the veſſel with all ſorts of pro- 
viſions that were neceſſary for the voyage. 
Accordingly Plato went back to Athens 
with a deſign never to leave it again; and 
was received there with extraordinary to- 
kens of reſpect; they even urging him to 
be concern'd in the government, which he 
refuſed, as thinking there was no good to 


be done amidſt ſuch a depravity of manners 
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as then prevail'd: but nothing is a greater 
inſtance of the great eſteem he was in 


throughout Greece, than what happen'd at 
the olympick games ; for he was received: 


there as a god come down from heaven, by 


all the people of the ſeveral .Grecaz States, 
whom the magnificence of thoſe games, 
which they were very fond of, had brought 
from all parts; inſomuch that they left the 
char iot - races and the combats of the wreſt- 
lers, for the pleaſure of ſeeing. a man of 
whom they had heard ſo many wonders 
related. | | 
He lived always. in a ſtate of celebacy,. 
and kept himſelf within the rules of conti-: 
nence and the ſtricteſt ſobriety. He was. 
fo reſerved from his very youth, that he. 
was never ſeen to laugh immoderately, 
and ſuch a maſter of his paſſions, that he 
was never known to be angry: on which: 
account it is reported that a certain young 
man, who had been educated with him, 
and afterwards return'd home to his pa- 
rents, was fo ſurprizzd one day at ſceing. 
his father in a paſſion, that he could not 
forbear ſaying, that he had never ſeen the 
like at Plato's; who once indeed, and then- 
only was a little exaſperated againſt one 
of his ſlaves for a very great fault, and- 
therefore he had him corrected by another- 
nerſon, ſaying, that as he was ſomewhat in 
a paſſion, he was not in a fit condition to- 
ED him himſelf: and tho' he- was na- 


turally of: a melancholy temper, and very 
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much inclined to meditation, as Ariſtotle 
takes notice, he had nevertheleſs a fort of 
pleaſantry and agreeableneſs; and took de- 
light in a harmleſs way of jeſting ; often 
adviſing Nemocrates and Dion, whom he 
thought ſomewhat too ſevere, to ſacrifice 


to the Graces, that they might attain to 


a more agreeable and {weet diſpoſition. 


He had ſeveral diſciples, the moſt re- 


markable of whom were Speucippus, fon 
to his ſiſter Potona by Eurymedon, Xeno- 
crates of Chalcedim, and the famous Ariſ- 
zotle ; ſome alledge that Theophraſtus was 
alſo one of -his auditors, and that Demoſt- 


henes always confider'd him as his maſter. 


This laſt indeed happen'd to take ſanctuary 


in a certain place in order to eſcape from 


Antipater, and when Archias, who was 
ſent to take him, promiſed him his life to 


induce him to come out thence ; God for- 


bid, ſays he, after hearing Plato and Xeno- 


crates diſcourſe upon the immortality of the 


ſoul, :hat I ſhould prefer a ſhameful life ts 
an honourable death. There are ſome wo- 
men alſo reckon'd amongſt his diſciples ; 
the one was Lacthenia of Mantinea, and 
the other Aæiothea of Phlyaſia, who both 
wore mens apparel, as moſt ſuitable to phi- 
loſophy which they profeſs'd. Plato had 
ſuch an eſteem for geometry, and thought 
it ſo eſſential to philoſophy, that he cauſed 
this inſcription to be ſet over the entry of 
his academy. Let none enter here, that 
are not SRUPd in Seam. | | 
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All the works of Plato, excepting his 
epiſtles, of which only twelve remain, 
are written by way of dialogue, and may 
be divided into three ſorts ; in the firſt he 
confutes the ſophiſts, in the next he aims 
at the inſtruction of youth, and the laſt 
ſort concerns thoſe who are of a more ad- 
vanced age. Another diſtinction may alſo 
be made in theſe dialogues; for whatever 
he ſays in his letters, his books of laws, 
and in his Epinomis, he delivers it as his 
own real ſentiments, but whatever is in 
the reſt of his dialogues under borrow'd 
names, ſuch as. Socrates, c. he delivers 
only as. aprobability, not warranting the 

truth thereof. And tho' what he makes 

Socrates ſpeak in his dialogues, is entirely 
in the way and method which that philo- 

ſopher made ufe of in diſputing, yet we 

muſt not imagine that they are always his 
real ſentiments that are put in his mouth ;, 
for Socrates having read the dialogue of 
friendſhip, which Plato wrote in his maſters 
life time, he could not help charging him 
with falſhood, ſaying, Good gods] this 
young man makes me ſpeak, what never 
enter*d into my thoughts. bf” 

_ Plato's ſtile, according to the obſervation. 
of his ſcholar Ariſtotle, was a mean be- 
twixt the ſublimity of poetry and the fim- 

plwicity of proſe: Cicero thought it ſo no- 
ble that he does not ſcruple to. ſay, that if 

Jupiter was to ſpeak the language of men, 
be would ſpeak juſt like Plato; and Pa- 
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| natius uſed to call him the Homer of the 
philoſophers, which comes pretty near 
the Judgment which Qzimz/:au fince paſs _ } 
fed upon it, who, ſpeaking of his eloquence, $148 
calls it divine and homerical. | 1 
He compoſed a ſyſtem containing the Wil. 
opinions of three philoſophers : In phyſicks, M 1 
and ſuch things as might be comprehend- 1 
ed by the ſenſes, he obſerved the notions 11 
of Heraclitus; in metaphyſicks, and mat- 
ters above our underſtanding, he followed 1 
Pythagoras ; and as to what relates to po- ny 
liticks and morality, he preferred Socrazes to | 
them all, and adhered entirely to his doc- 
trine. | | 1 
Plato, as Plararcb relates in his firſt 1 
bock of the opinions of philoſophers, chap. | 
3. admitted three principles, vix. God, 
Matter, and Idea; God as the firſt uni- 
verſal intelligence; Matter as the firſt ſub- 
ject of generation and corruption, and Idea | 
as an incorporeal ſubſtance reſiding in the 
underſtanding of God. He indeed ac- 
knowledged the world to be the work of 
God as creator ; but by the word creation ll 
he did not mean a creation properly fo _ 1 
ſpeaking, for he imagined that God only fl 
form'd and built the world (if we may ſo 
ſpeak) out of matter pre-exiſting, and which 
was from all eternity: ſo that, accordin 
K to him, God, who created the world by = 
reducing the Chaos into! order, and giving iff 
- a form to ſenſeleſs matter, was nothing 
more in reſpect to the world, than what 
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an archite& or maſons are to ſenſeleſs 
ſtones, with which they build an houſe, 
by hewing them, and placing them in a 
certain order. 
Plato has always been thought to have 
had ſome knowledge of the true God, 
Whether it was by the light. of his own 
underſtanding, or by what he gather'd from 
the books of the Hebrews ; but it muſt be 
acknowledged at the fame time, that he 
was of the number of thoſe philoſophers 
of whom St. Paul ſays, that tho' they 
knew God, yet glorified him not as 
God, but were carried away by the va- 
nity of their minds. In effect, he holds, 
in his Epinomis, that there are three ſorts 
of gods, v:z. ſuperior, inferior, and a mid- 
dle kind of deitics ; T hat the firſt inhabited 
heaven, and are ſo much above man, both 
by the excellence of their nature, and the 
place where they dwell, that men can have 
no intercourſe with them but by the media- 
tion of the laſt, who inhabit the air, and are 
called demons, being, as it were, the mi- 
niſters of the ſuperior gods in reſpect to 
men: That theſe convey to men the com- 
mands of the gods, and ſo the offerings 
and vows of men to them; that they go- 
vern the world every one in his appointed 
place ; preſiding over oracles and divina- 
tions, and are the authors of Il the mi- 
racles which are wrought, and the prodi- 
| gies which happen in the world. It is 
very probable that Plat form'd his notion 
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of this ſecond ſort of gods from what is 


faid-of angels in ſcripture, with which he 


was not unacquainted, He alfo admits 


another ſort of gods, but inferior to the ſe- 
cond ; theſe he places only in the rivers, ſti- 
ling them Demi gods, and gives them the 
power of ſending dreams, and of working 
miracles,like the gods of the middle kind. 
He even aſſerts, that all the elements, and 
every part of the univerſe is filled with 
theſe Demi god, who, according to him, 
ſometimes appear to us, and afterwards 
vaniſh from our fight ; this probably is the 
foundation of the ſylphs,  ſalamanders, 
water-nymphs, and gnomes of the caba- 
liſts. .- 17 1 
Plato taught alſo the metempſycoſis, or 
tranſmigration of ſouts, which he borrow- 
ed from Pythagoras, and afterwards al- 


tered to his own ſcheme, as may be 
ſeen in thoſe dialogues of his that are 


intitled Phedra, Phedo, Timæus, and 
others. Altho' Plato has written a very 
fine dialogue upon the immortality of the 


ſoul, he nevertheleſs fell into great errors 


in treating of that ſubject, both in reſpe&- 
to the ſubſtance of the ſoul, which he 
thought conſiſted of two parts, the one 
ſpiritual and the other corporeał; and alſo 
concerning its original; imagining that 
ſouls were pre- exiſtent to bodies, and that 
being brought from heaven, in order to 


animate different bodies one after another, 


they returned again to heaven after they 


were purified ; from whence, at the expi- 
ration of a certain term of years, they were 
again appointed to animate bodies as before; 
ſo that the ſouls did nothing but run a 
continual round of defilements and purifi- 
cations, and go backwards and forwards 
From heaven to earth: as he was of opi- 
Nion that the ſouls did not entirely forget 
what had happen'd to them in the different 
bodies which they had animated, he ſaid, that 
the knowledge which they acquit'd was not 
{o much new notions, as the remembrance 
of what they had formerly known ; and 
upon this imaginary remembrance of 
things, he founded his opinion of the pre- 
Exiſtence of ſouls. 

But not to enlarge any further upon the 
Opinions of Plato, which he has tranſmit- 
ted to us after a very perplex'd manner, it 
may ſuffice to obſerve, that his doctrine 
in many points ſeem'd ſo new and ſublime, 
that it procured him, in his life-time, the 
title of divine, and made him look'd 
upon almoſt as a god after his death; 
which happen'd the firſt year of the 

one hundred and eighth olympiad, in the 
<ighty firſt year of his age, and on the ſame 
EE on which he was. born. 
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E diſciples of Socrates, after 

the death of their maſter, di- 
vided themſelves into three dif- 
ferent ſects, which were call- 
ed Cynicks, Academicks, and 


Cyrenaicſs. 
Autiſtheues was chief of the Cynicks; for 
which name being given thoſe philoſo- 
phers, there are divers reaſons aſſign'd; 
fome lay that it was becauſe they lived like 
dogs, (which is the fignification of the 
word in Greek) others becauſe the place 
where he taught, was not far from one of 
the gates of Athens, which was call'd 
Cyroſarges. 0 

Autiſthenes was the ſon of an Athenian, 
of the ſame name, by a ſlave : when he 
was reproach'd with being the ſon of a 
Phrygian, No matter, ſays he, was not 
Cybele, the mother of the gods, of the ſame 
couutry? 7 5 
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He was at firſt ſcholar to Gorgias the o- 
rator ; afterwards he taught privately for 
{ome time; and as he had a very eloquent 
way of ſpeaking, people came from ſeve- 
ral parts to hear him : but the great repu- 
tation of Socrates having induced him to go 
and hear his lectures, he return'd ſo much 
delighted with him, that he carried him all 
his ſcholars, intreating them all to become 
his companions in the ſchool of Socrates, 
and reſolving to take no more for the fu- 
ture: his abode was near the Piræan gate, 
ſo that he went every day forty ſtadia to 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing Socrates, and 
being one of his auditors. 

Antiſthenes was an auſtere man; he lived 
after a very rigid manner; and his prayer 
to the gods was, to ſuffer him rather to 
become a fool, than to grow fond of ſen- 
ſual delights. "He treated his ſcholars very 
roughly, and being ask'd the reaſon of 
it, Don't phyſicians, (aid he, do the ſame 
with their patients? 

He was the firſt who wore a large dou- 
ble garment, and carried a wallet and a 
ſtaff; ſince which, the Cynicls have uſed 
no other gogds, and have deſired no great- 
er riches to enable them to rival even Ju 

iter himſelf in happineſs. 

He let his beard grow without ever med- 
ling with it; and was always very care- 
leſs as to cloaths. 

He apply'd himſelf to nothing but mo- 
ral philoſophy, and laid that all the other 
ſciences were uſelels. 
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He imagined the chief good to conſiſt 
in following virtue and contemning va- 
nity. | "= 
| All the Cynick philoſophers lived very 
auſterely ; ſeldom eating any thing but 
fruit and pulſe, and drinking nothing but 
water, and lying indifferently upon the 
ground or elſe where; it being their uſual 
faying, that the property of the gods was 
to want nothing ; and that. thoſe, whoſe 
wants were leaſt, approach'd neareſt to the 
divine ſtate. They valued themſelves for 
their contempt of riches, nobility, and all 
the other gifts of nature or fortune : be- 
fides this, they were men void of modeſ- 
ty, who were aſhamed of nothing, not 
even of the moſt infamous actions; ha- 
ving no reſpect to perſons, nor regard 
to decency. | 
Antiſthenes had a very ſubtile wit, and 
was ſo entertaining in converſation, that 
he managed his company at pleaſure. 
Isle ſignalized his courage at the battle of 
Tauagra, where he made himſelf very re- 
markable; at which Socrates greatly re- 
joiced ; and ſome time after, a certain per- 
ſon telling him by way of reproach, that 
the mother of Autiſthenes was a Phrygian: 
bat, anſwer'd he, do you think that ſo 
great a man could be produced by the mar- 
riage of one Athenian with another? but 
however, Socrates could not forbear up- 
braiding him with his pride, as appears by 
what follows. | 
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Socrates obſerving one day that he had 
turn'd up his robe, to expoſe to every bo- 
dy's view a part that was torn: 0 Antiſe 
thenes, cry'd he, I perceive your vanity, 
through the holes of your garment. 

When Anutiſthenes heard that the Aibeni- 
aus valued themſelves for being originally 
of the country which they inhabited, he 
ſaid to them by way of jeſt; That's a be- 
nefit which you enjoy in common with 
ſnails _ tortoiſes, for they always live 
in the places where they were bred. 

He ſaid that the moſt uſeful ſcience was 
to unlearn that which is evil. 

A certain man coming to him to offer 
him his ſon for a diſciple, and ſaying to 
him: I bat will my fon have preſent occa- 
fron for? Antiſthenes reply'd, a new book, 
a new pen, and new tablets; thereby gi- 

ving him to underſtand, that his ſon's mind 
ſhould be like freſh wax that has as yet re- 
ceived no impreffion. 

Being ask'd what was the moſt defire- 
able thing in the world; It is, reply'd he, 
#0 die happily. 

He was very much enraged again thoſe 
* of envious perſons, who are continu- 
ally tormented by their own ill temper, 
as iron is by the ruſt which it breeds ; and 
he was of opinion that, if it was put to 
our choice, it was better to become a 

crow, than an envious perſon; becauſe 
crows prey'd only upon the dead, but the 
envious on the living. 
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Being told, that war carried off a great 
many unhappy people: That's true, re- 
ply'd Antiſthenes, but it makes many more 
than it carries off. 

Being deſired to give ſome idea of the 

divine nature, he anſwer'd, That there was 
#0 being which reſembled it, and conſequent- 
ly that it was foohſh to endeavonr to form 4 
notion of it, by any PEE ſubfect to 
zhe ſenſes. 

He was for having every man to reſpect 
his enemies, as being thoſe who ſooneſt 
perceive and publiſh our faults ; and in that 
particular are of more ufe to us than our 
friends, becauſe they afford us an oppertu- 
nity of amending. 

He ſaid, that we ought much more to 
eſteem an honeſt nian that is our friend, 
than any relation ; becauſe the ties of na- 
ture are ſtronger than thoſe of blood. 

That it was much better to engage with 
a ſmall! number of wiſe men againſt a mul- 
titude of fools, than to be join'd with a 
great number of fools, againft a few wiſe 
men. | 

Upon hearing that he was commended 
by certain wicked perſons : Good gods, 
ſays he, what evil have I done? | 

He 'was of opinion that the wife were 
not obliged to live according to the laws, 
but according to the rules of virtue. 

That nothing ought to ſeem new or grie- 
. to a wife man, becauſe he ſhould 
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foreſee at a great diſtance what might hap- 
pen, and be prepared againſt all events. 

He ſaid, that nobility and - wiſdom 
were the "fame thing, and conſequent- 
ly that no body was noble who was not 
wile. 

That 8 was a very ſtrong wall, 
that could neither be broken, nor taken | 
by ſurprize. ä 

That the moſt ſecure way of making 
ourſelves immortal, was to live a good 
life; and that to live contentedly in the 
world, we needed nothing but Socrates 
his forces. | 

A cettain man | having. thought fit to 
ask him what ſort of woman he ſhould 
chooſe ? If you take oue that is ugly, (aid 
he to him, foe will ſoon be diſagreeable to 
you ; if one that is ee, he will be- 
come common. | 

One day perceiving an adulterer that 
was making his eſcape, Wretch, cry'd Au- 
z:{thenes, how many evils might you have 
| avoided by expending an obulus ? 

He exhorted his diſciples . to provide 
themſelves with ſuch things as a ſhipwrack 
could never deprive them of. 

A certain perſon being his enemy, he 
wiſh'd. him all manner of bleſings n 
wiſdom. 77 

When any one ſpake to him of 2 vo- 
juptuous life; Good gods, ſaid he, it is fk 
for none but the children Hour enemies. 
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Whenever he ſaw a married woman 


well dreſs'd, he immediately went to her 
| houſe, and deſired her husband to ſhew 
him his arms and his horſe ; if he found 
them in good order, he allow'd the wo- 
man to do. whatever ſhe had a mind, be- 
cauſe ſhe had an husband in a condition 


to defend her; but if he found him ill 


provided of ſuch things, he adviſed the 
wife to take off all thoſe ornaments, for 


fear of becoming a prey to the firſt who 


was inclined to offer violence to her. 

He having one day adviſed the Azheni- 
ans to yoke horſes and aſſes to the. plow, 
without making any diſtinction; That 
would not be convenient, ſaid a certain 
petſon to him, for aſſes are not fit to 
plow with: No matter, anſwered Antiſ- 
Zhenes, when you elect magiſtrates, do you 
conſider whether they are fit to govern 
or no? it is ſufficient that you chooſe 
them. 

Being told that Plato ſpoke ill of him : 


Ii is common to me with kings, anſwer'd 


he, zo receive injuries from thoſe, on whom 
. have been conferr'd. _ 

He ſaid, it was very ridiculous that 0 
much pains ſhould be taken to clear the 
wheat from tares, and the army from uſe- 
leſs ſoldiers, whilſt, no care was taken to 
baniſh envious perſons out of the common- 
wealth. 

When he was reproached for holding 
intercourſe with people that led wicked 
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154 ANTISTHEMNES. 
lives: What matters it, anſwer'd he, for 
phyſicians daily viſit the ſick, and yet do nor 
catch the fever. | „ 

Antiſtbenes was very patient; and he ex- 
horted his diſciples to ſuffer, with uncon- 
cern, all the reproaches that were offered 
— ee en,, LI 

He greatly blamed Plato, whom he ac- 
cuſed of admiring pageantry and grandeur, 
and never ſpared chiding him upon that ac- 
count. i 

Being ask*d what gain he had made by his 
philoſophy ? Ie zs, anſwer'd he, zo be able 
to entertain myſelf by myſelf, and to do that 
willingly which others perform only by cou- 
ftramnt. Ie £ [LECT 

Antiſthenes was always very grateful to 
his maſter Socrates; and he even ſeems to 
be the perſon who revenged his death; for 
ſeveral perſons having come on ” purpoſe 
from the fartheſt part of the Euxinèe ſea to 
be his auditors, Antiſthenes carry'd them 
to Anytus; Here, ſays he to them, this 
man is abundantly wiſer than Socrates, 
for he was his accuſer : - which ſaying 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon all that 
vere preſent, that they immediately drove 
Anytus out of the city, and ſeized Melitus 
the other accufer, and put him to death. 
Anutiſthenes was taken ill of a conſump- 
tion, and the deſire of life ſeems to have 
made himiprefer a languiſhing condition be- 
fore a ſpeedy death; for his diſciple Diogenes, 
coming one day into his lodging with a 


dagger under his robe, and Autiſthenes 
ſaying to him, Alas, who will deliver me 
from the pains which I undergo ? This 
hall, anſwer'd Diogenes, and immediately 
pull'd out the dagger: I ſeek to get rid 
of my pains, 29 99880 1 but not 
of my life. 

There is reaſon to believe Antithe- 


yes boaſted that Hercules was the founder 


of the Cynicks ; for the poet Auſonius, in 
one of his vl) LY, —— him 
en thus 


Inventor dme Cynices ego, 4 ratis 


zsthec 
Alcides multo dicitur eſſe prior? 
Alcida quondam Hera dodore ſecun- 
dus; 
Nanc ego. ſum Cynices primus, & 


ile Deas. 
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ARISTIPPUS. 


AaAARISTIPPUS was origi- 

Bj nally of Cyrene in Lybia; 
but the great reputation of 
ze Socrates made him quit his 
own country, to come and 
live at Athens, that he might have 
the ſatisfaction of hearing him. He was 
one of that philoſopher's chief diſciples, 


though he led a life yery contrary to 


the precepts that were taught in that ex- 


cellent ſchool, and is the author of the 


ſe& call'd Cyrenaichs, becauſe their maſ- 
ter was of the city Cyrene. 

Ariſtippus had a very bright underſtand- 
ing, and a ſprightly turn of wit; he ſpoke 
after a pleaſing manner, and had always 


ſomething diverting to, ſay upon the 


moſt trifling ſubject: his whole buſineſs 
was to flatter kings and great men; he 
was ready to do whatever they deſired, 
and by making them laugh, he obtain'd of 
them whatever he pleaſed : he turn'd into 
ridicule all the affronts and abuſes that they 
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offer'd him, ſo that it was impoſſible to 
put him out of their favour, even tho? 
they themſelves deſired it. He was ſo art- 
ful and inſinuating, that he without diffi- 
culty ſucceeded in whatever he undertook; 
and preſerved the ſame temper in all ſorts 
of circumſtances, without being uneaſy at 
the ſituation of his affairs: upon which ac- 
count Plato would ſometimes fay to him, 
! Ariſtippus, you only of all men have the 
art of appearing as ſatisfied in an old tatter d 
habit as in a magnificent purple garment. 


Horace, (peaking of this philoſopher, ſays, 
he knew how to act all ſorts of parts; and 


that he was contented with the little which 


he had, at the ſame time that he was en- 


deavouring to get more. | 
All theſe qualifications had made him 
very acceptable to Dionyſius the tyrant, 
inſomuch that he had a greater ſhare of 
his favour than all his other courtiers to- 
gether : Ariſtippus often went to Syracafe 


to make merry with him, and as ſoon as he 


began to grow drunk, he went to other 
great perſons ; which gave occaſion to Di- 
ogenes the Cynict, who was his cotem- 
porary, to call him nothing but a royal 
dog, becauſe he paſs'd all his time in the 
courts of princes. 7 
Dionyſius one day ſpit in his face, which 
put ſome of the company under concern ; 
but Ariſtippus only laugh'd at it, ſaying, 
There'is mighty reaſon to complain indeed ! 
don't fiſhermen ſuffer ann to be wet 


9. 


2 


. 1 = 
f 1 ——_— 
— 2 r - 3 
— — 2 * 8 : . 
2 ——7j5—ðł T * 
« ——_—_ co >. * N - 
— —ę— 2 — — ain — - — = . Sr. A 4 — Na * 0 
— — 2 _ * — _ bu” - ry - _ N — wane; > x 5 1 We 4 WE 
Tp +5 2 e 9 WW p s - 4 
. 2 e . — —— —_— 2 2 — —— 3 — * * 5 * a — 
es _—_ on a. = » Jon. ITO Rt. Et 4 ET py Wn — — 2 r 5 
— 3 — — 2 3 — ——— - OI — - — = * ” f 
x - - - n 2 7 8 2 . 3 ey * "> 
= FA "4 aa. Xt —% *& L. — = 


P 19” 
— ed u 
a 5 Q - — IT” 

= r 
— 3 


——— O_ 


w/ > LC ES — 
— — 
r 


1 
1. 
* 

f 


1258 ARISTIPPUS, 

ro the Skin, for the ſake of catching a trifling 

iſp 7 and ſhall not 7 bear alittle bets 6s to 

be thrown in my face for the ſake of catching 
a whale ? 

Another time Dionyſius being angry with 
him, when they ſat down to table, would 
have Ariſtippus ſit in the loweſt place; at 

-which he, not at all diſpleaſed, ſaid to him, 
You deſign, I find, to honour this place. 

Ariſtippus was the firſt of the diſciples 
of Socrates, who began to exact a cer- 
. tain reward from thoſe whom he taught ; 
und in order to authoriſe this cuſtom, he 
himſelf ſent one day twenty mina's to 

Socrates; but he would not receive them, 
and was all the time he lived much 
diſſatisfied with the conduct of his diſ- 
Ciple in this particular; tho' it does not 
appear that Ariſtippus was under any con- 
cern; for when he was reproached on ac- 
count of it, and upbraided with the gene- 
roſity of his maſter, who never took any 
thing; Ah, replied he, the matter is very 
different, for all the confiderable people 
--of Athens took a pride in ſupplying So- 
crates With whatever he had occaſion 
for, inſomuch that he was obliged to re- 
turn the greateſt part of what they ſent; 
but for my part I have ur a paltry 

flave that cares for me. 
A certain man bringing him his ſon to 
inſtruct, and deſiring him to be very care- 
ful of him: Ariſtippus demanded fifty 
.drachms of Him: How: fifty drachms, an- 


ſwer'd the father of the child, why there 


needs no more to purchaſe a flave. Well, 
go aud buy one, anſwer'd Ariſtippas, aud 
then you will have two. Not that this pro- 
ceeded from his being covetous ; on the 
contrary he only deſired money for his 
expences, and to ſhew others what utfe- - 


ought to be made of it. 

On a certain time, as he was croſſing the 
ſea, ſome body gave him notice, that the 
veſſel he was in belong' d to pyrates; where- 
upon Ari/tzppas pull'd all the money out of 
his pocket, and pretending to count it, let 
it purpoſely fall into the water; and imme- 
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. 


diately giving a great ſigh as if the bag had 
ſlip'd out of his hands, he ſaid, in a low 


voice, Ir is better for Ariſtippus 20 laſe his 


money, than to periſh becauſe of it. : 
Another time, perceiving that his ſlave; 
who was following him, could not keep 


pace with him by reaſon of the money. 


with. which he was loaden, Throw away, 


ou, and keep only what you can carry. 
2 Horace ſpeaking of thoſe, who place all 


their gain in riches, gives Ariſtippus às an 


inſtance of the contrary. x1 
Ariſtippus loved to live well, and was 

never ſparing in what he had a mind to; 

One day having given fifty drachms for a 


partridge, ſome body could not help blam- 
ing his extravagance ; I this partridge, ſaid. 


he, coſt but an obolus, wonld not you have: 
bought it ? _— anſwer'd the other. 
| 2 


ſaid he to him, whatever is too much for 
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And for my part, reply'd Ariſtippus, I va- 
Ine leſs fifty drachms, than you do an 
ebolus, yy | . 
Another time having paid a great rate 
for ſome dainties, a certain perſon, who 
happen'd to be there, was going to repri- 
mand him for it: Would you not have gi- 
ven three oboli for all this, ſaid Ariſtippus? 

Yes, anſwer'd he: Well then, reply'd Ari- 
ſtippus, I am not ſo much given to gluttony, 
as you to covetouſueſt. 

Being reproached with living in too 
ſumptuous a manner, he ſaid, F good li- 
ding was criminal, ſuch great entertain- 
ments would not always be prepared on the 
feſtivals of the gods. 

Even Plato, who was thought to be 
ſomewhat magnificent himſelf, could not 
forbear obſerving to him on a certain time, 
that he lived too delicately : whereupon 
Ariſtippas ſaid to him, Do you think Dio- 
#y/ins a god man:? Les, anſwer'd Plato: 
Well then, reply'd Ariſtippus, he lives ſtill 
more delicately than J: fo that a man may 
be good notwithſtanding his living ſump- 
tuouſly. . F 

It happen'd one day, that as Diogenes 
was waſhing of herbs according to cuſtom, 
he ſaw Ariſtippus paſs by; If you could be 
contented with herbs as J am, ſaid he to 
him, you would not give your ſelf the trou- 
ble to make your court to kings : And for 
your part, ſaid Ariſtippas, if you under- 
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flood how. to make court to kings, you'd ſoon 
ceaſe to love herbs. _ WET | 

Dionyſius the tyrant, cauſing three lewd 
women to be brought to Ariſtippus, and 
giving him leave to chooſe her whom he 
liked beſt; he took them all three. *Tzs 
not ſafe to chooſe, ſaid he, for you know what 
miſchiefs attended the choice of Paris, and 
two can do us more harm, than one can ever 
make ns amends for: ſo he led them as far 
as the porch of his houſe, and then ſent 
them back immediately. E | 

Another time, Dionyſius ſaid to him, 
what is the reaſon that we always ſee philo- 
ſophers at the houſes of noblemen, and yet 
never ſee the nobility at the honſes of philo- 
ſophers ? It is, anſwer'd Ariſtippus, becauſe 
philoſophers know what they have occafion 
for, but noblemen are ignorant of it. | 

A certain perſon asking him the ſame 
queſtion another time; he ſaid, Ve often 
ſee phyſicians at the houſes of ſick people, but 
however there's no body who had not rather _ 
| have the care of a fick perſon, than pe fuk. 
bimſel. ee 

Ariſtippus ſaid, that it was a very rel. 
lent thing to moderate our paſſions, but not 
entirely to root them out: That it was wo 
crime to enjoy the pleaſures of life, provided 
we did not become ſlaves to them: from 
hence it was, that being rallied for. conver- 
ſing with Lais the harlot ; he ſaid, 1z's true, 
Id enjoy Lais, bat ſhe does not enjoy me. 


P 3 
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Being one day in her chamber, a ſcho- 
lar of his, who came with him, was a- 
ſhamed of it; and Ariſtippus perceiving 
him bluſh ; CHila, ſaid he, It is not for co- 
ming in hither that we ſhould bluſh, but for 
not being able to get out again. 
Polyxenes the philoſopher coming to fee 
him, obſerved, as he enter'd the houſe, a 
very magnificent entertainment, and la- 
dies finely dreſs'd; at which he immediate- 
ly fell into a paſſion, and began to declaim 
apainſt ſo much luxury. Ariftippas ask'd 
him very civilly if he would not fit down 
with them. With all my heart, reply'd Po- 
tyxenes. Will you, continued Ariſtippus, 
Hherefore then do you make all this diſturb- 
 emce, ſince it is not the entertainment, nor 
#he company that you find fault with, bat the 
expence only? | 
Ariſtippus having formerly had a quarrel 
with A /ch:nes, it cauſed ſuch a coldneſs be- 
tween them, that they had not ſeen one 
another for a long time; at laſt, Ariſtippus 
went to Aſchines. Well, ſays he, fhall 
we never be reconciled * Will you ſtay till 
every body makes a jeſt of us, and. till the 
paraſites, when they dine any where, divert 
the company at our expence ? It would be a 
great pleaſure to me, anſwer'd Aſchiues, 
fo be reconciled, and 1 agree to it with all 
my heart. Remember then, continued A- 
riſtippus, that I was the firſt propoſer of it, 
altho' I am the eldeſt. 


- 
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Dionyſius having made a great feaſt, at 


the end of which, he was for having eve- 


ry body dreſs themſelves in a long purple 
robe, and dance in the middle of a room; 
Plato refuſed doing it, ſaying, That he was 
a man, and that ſo effeminate a garment did 
not become him: Ariſtippus made no dif- 
ficulty of it, but beginning to dance in 
this dreſs, ſaid merrily to them: Ve do 
much more than this at the feaſts of Bac- 
chus, aud yet we are not the worſe for it, un- 
leſs we have been corrupted before. 


Another time, making a requeſt to Di- 


onyſius for one of his beſt friends, and be- 
ing refuſed what he deſired; Ariſtippus 


fell down at his feet, at which ſome very 


much blaming him; I am not to blame, an- 
ſwer'd he, but Dionyſius, whoſe ears are 
at his feet. 5 

Whilſt he was at Syracaſe, Simus the 


Phrygian, who was treaſurer to Dionyſius, 


ſhew'd him his fine palace ; and as they 


walk'd along, bid him obſerve the neatneſs 
of the floor; at which Ariſtippus began to 


cough, and tried two or three times that 
he might gather the more ſpittle, which he 
diſcharged in the face of Simus; he there- 
upon growing angry; My dear friend, cry- 
ed Ariſtippus, I had not done it, but that I 
could not find a dirtier place to ſpit in. There 
are ſome who aſcribe this or a like-acci- 
dent to Diogenes, and indeed it is agree- 
able to the character of either of them. 
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164 ARISTIPPUS. 

A certain perſon beginning to abuſe him, 
Ariſtippus went away from him, but the 
other follow'd and cry*d out to him, What 
are you going, you villain ? Nes, anſwer'd 
Ariſtippas, becauſe you may give me ill lan- 
guage, but I ani not permitted to hear it. 

Another time as he was going to Corinth, 
there aroſe, on a ſudden, a very violent 
ſtorm ; and Ariſtippus was greatly afraid 
of being loſt : at which fome that were in 
the veſſel could not forbear jeſting upon 
him. We ignorant wretches, ſaid they, are 
afraid of nothing, and why then du you great 
philoſophers tremble ſo much? It is, an- 
ſwer'd Ariſtippus, becauſe we are not con- 
cerned for the ſame ſoul, and there is a ve- 
ry great di ference between what we have 
#o loſe. 

Being ask'd what difference there was 
between a man of knowledge, and an ig- 
norant perſon ; he anſwer'd, That if they 
were both ſtrip d, and ſent naked amongſt 
firangers, it 84. ſoon be di ſcovered. 

He was of opinion, that it was much 
better to be poor than ignorant, becauſe a 
poor man wanted only money, but an ig- 
norant perſon, humanity ; and that ſuch a 
one, in reſpect of a man of learning, was 
what a horſe that has never been broke is, 
in reſpect of one that has been well ma- 
naged. | 

Being reprobch's for nexleQing his fon, 
and lighting him as if he had not ſprung 
from him : What ſigniſies that, anſwer'd 


ARISTIPPUS. 165 


Ariſtippas, every body knows that vermin aud 
filth are bred by us, and yet we nevertheleſs 
rid our ſelves of them. 
Dionyſius one day giving money to A- 
riſtippus, and a book to Plato; and ſome- 
body finding fault with Ariſtippus on ac- 
count of the difference of the preſents; 
he anſwer'd, I want money, and Plato 
books. | 4 | | 
Another time, Ariſtippus defiring Dio- 
nyſius to give him a talent; he ſaid to him, 
Tou uſed to tell me, that wiſe men never 
wanted money; give me ſome firſt, anſwer'd 
Ariſtippus, and then we will examine the 
matter; accordingly Dionyſius gave him 
money: Well, continued Ariſtippus, you 
ſee now that I have uo need of any. 
Ariſtippus going often to Syracuſe, Dio- 
nyſius had a mind one day to ask him what 
he did there? I come hither, anſwer'd A- 
riſtippus, to let you partake of what I have, 
and in return, io be a partaker of what you 
gave. 5 243 
Being reproach'd with forſaking Socrates, 
for Dionyſius; he ſaid, When I wanted 
wiſdom, I went to Socrates ; and now that 
I want money, I come to Dionyſivs. | 
Secing a young man value himſelf very 
much for being a good ſwimmer, Are yon 
not aſhamed, laid he to him, 20 be proud 
of ſuch a trifle ; do not dolphins ſwim much 
better than you ? | 
Being ask'd, what advantage he had 
reap*d from his philoſophy ; 1z is, ſaid he, 
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to know how to ſpeak freely to all forts of 
people. And ſome body ſaying to him, 
What advantage have you philoſophers a- 
bove others? by this, anfwer'd Ariſtip- 
pus, that if there were no laws, we ſhould 
obſerve the ſame manner of living. 
The Cyrenaich philoſophers applied them- 
ſelves to morality, and very little to logick ; 
neglecting phyſicks entirely, becauſe they 
ſuppoſed the knowledge of ſuch impoſlible : 
they imagined pleaſure to be the end of all 
mens actions ; meaning by that, not be- 
ing free from pain only, but a real plea- 
ſure which conſiſted of motion. They 
admitted two different motions in the ſoul; 
the one eaſy, which produced pleaſure; the 
other violent, which cauſed pain. They ſaid, 
That ſince every body naturally inclin'd 
to the one, and avoided the other; that 
evidently proved pleaſure to be the end of 
man. They look'd upon a ſtate of indo- 
lence as a ſort of ſleep, that was not to be 
ranked either with pleaſure or pain. They 
made no account of virtue, any farther 
than as it contributed to pleaſure, as we 
eſteem a medicine no otherwiſe than for 
its conducing to health. They ſaid, that 
the end differ'd from happineſs itſelf, inaſ- 
much as that was only the proſpect of a 
fingle pleaſure, but this a complication of 
all pleaſures ; and that the pleaſures of the 
body more ſenſibly affected us than thoſe 
of the mind; for which reaſon the Cyre- 
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aack ohi loſophers took much more care 
of the one than the other. | 

It was a received maxim amongſt them, 
that we ſhould endeavour to cultivate 
friendſhip with people for no other reaſon, 
but on account of the occaſion we had 
for them; as we valued the members of 
the body merely for being uſeful. | 

They ſaid, that things in their own na- 
ture were neither good nor bad, juſt nor 
unjuſt; but that a wiſe man, merely i in re- 
ſpect to the laws and cuſtoms. of coun- 
tries, ſhould not do any thing that is im- 
proper, becauſe. of the inconveniencies at- 
tending ſuch actions; and that he ſhould 
always conform to the laws of the country 
wherein he lived, and avoid having a bad 
reputation. 

He ſaid alſo that things in themſelves 
are neither pleaſant nor unpleaſant; and 
that they became ſo only in reſpect of their 
novelty or plenty, or in ſhort ſome other 
circumſtances which render'd them Piea- 
ſant or unpleaſant to us. 

— That it was not poflible for us to be 
compleatly happy in this world ; becauſe 
we are hub ject to ſo many infirmities and 
paſſions, which hinder us from truly enjoy- - 
ing pleaſures, or elſe diſturb us in their 
enjoyment. 

T hat neither liberty nor ſlavery, riches 
nor poverty, nobility nor meannefs contri- 
buted at all to pleaſure ; becauſe we were e⸗ 


qually capable of being happy in all con- 
ditions. 
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That a wiſe man ſhould hate no one, 
but inſtruct every body; that he ſhould 
never do any thing but with regard to him- 
ſelf, becauſe none were more worthy to 
enjoy the good things of this life ; nay, 
he ſaid, that a wiſe man was infinirely 
preferable to every thing elſe in the world. 
Such were the ſentiments of Ariſtippus 
and the reſt of the Cyrenaicꝶ philoſophers. 
Ariſtippus had a daughter called Area, 
whom he very carefully brought up in 
theſe principles, in which ſhe became ve- 
ry expert; inſomuch that ſhe her ſelf in- 
ſtructed her ſon Ariſtippus, who was ſirna- 
med Metrodidactus, and was maſter to the 
impious Theodoras. This philoſopher, be- 
ſides the principles of the Cyrenaichs, taught 
publickly, That there were no gods; That 
friendſhip was a chimera, becauſe it might 
ſubſiſt among fools ; but that a wiſe man 
was all things to himſelf, and conſequently 
that he had no occaſion for friends: That 
a wiſe man ſhould not expoſe himſelf to 
dangers for the ſake of his'country : That 
the whole world was his country, and that it 
was not reaſonable that he ſhould run into 
danger for a pack of fools : That a man 
might be guilty of robbery, ſacrilege, or 
adultery, whenever he found a tavourable 
opportunity, becauſe theſe were crimes only 
In the opinion of ignorant and mean people, 
tho in reality there was no harm at all in 
them: And that he might be guilty of 
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thoſe things in publick, which were look'd 
upon as ſcandalous 'in the opinion of th 
vulgar. : 

He was one day very near being dragg'd 


to the Areopagus (or place of judgment); 


but Demetrius Phalerias ſav'd him. He live 
ed ſome time at Cyrene, where he was in 
great eſteem with Marius but was baniſh> 
ed by the Cyreniaus; to whom, as he went 
away, he ſaid : Du don't know what you do 
iu driving me out of Lybia, in order to ſend 
me into exile in Greece, Ptolemy Lagus, to 
whom he had retir*d, ſending him as an am- 


baſſador to Lyſimachus; he ſpoke to him ſo 


impudently, that Lyſimachus's ſteward, who 
Happen'd to be by, ſaid to him; I fancy, 
Theodorus, that you imagine there are ub 


Kings any more than gods. Amphicrates 


reports, he was at laſt condemn'd to be put 
to death and forc'd to drink poiſon. 
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ARISTOTLE. 


ARISTOTLE was one of the 

= a moſt famous of all the antient 

y © By philoſophers, and his name is 
_— ti] held in great repute in the 
Sz ſchools: He was the ſon of 
Nicomachas the phyſician, and friend to 
Amintas, king of Macedon, and deſcend- 
ed from Macham, grandchild to Aſcula- 
pins. He was born the firſt year of the 
89th olympiad, at Stagira, a city of Ma- 
cedon. His father and mother died whilſt 
he was very young ; and he was very 
much neglected by thoſe who had the care 
of his education, He ſpent. part of his 
youth in a lewd and licentious courſe of 
life, by which he ran out almoſt all that 
he had. The firſt thing that he did was 
to go into the army ; but as that profeſ- 
ſion was not altogether ſuitable to his in- 
clinations, he went and conſulted the ora- 
cle at Delphos, to know what he ſhould 
* on; accordingly he was ordered to go 
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to Athens and apply himſelf to philoſophy, 
being then in his eighteenth year. He ſtu- 
died for twenty years in the academy un- 
der Plato; and as he had now ſpent all 
his fortune, he was forced, for his ſubſi- 
ſtence, to make a trade of certain medi- 
eines, which he himſelf ſold at Arhers. 

Ariſtatle eat little, and ſlept leſs ; and 
he had ſo great an inclination to ſtudy, 
that in order to avoid being oppreſs'd by 
ſleep, he placed a veſſel of braſs by his 
bed-fide, and when he went to bed, he 
ſtretched out one of his Hands, in which 
he held an iron bowl, that the noiſe which 
It made by falling into the baſon, when he 
was going to ſleep, might wake him im- 
mediately. Diogenes tells us, that he had 
a ſhrill voice, little eyes, and ſmall legs, 
and that he. always went well dreſs'd. 

Ariſtotle had a very ſubtile wit, and with 
eaſe conceived the moſt difficult queſtions. : 
He was not long before he became a pro- 
ficient in Plato's ſchool, and diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf above all the 'reſt of the acade- 
micks ; there was no queſtion decided 
without conſulting Ariſtotle, even tho' his 
_ Opinion was not always conformable to 
Plato's. All the reſt of the (ſcholars look'd 
upon him as an extraordinary genius ; and 
ſome went ſo far as to follow his notions 
preferably to their maſter's : whereup- 
on Ariſtotle withdrew from the academy, 
which Plato reſented ; ; inſomuch that 
could not forbear F him as a — 2 

| 2 
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and complaining that his ſcholar had kick*d 
at him, like a young foal that kicks at its 
dam. | Wt 
The Athenians made choice of Ariſtotle 
to ſend on an embaſly to king Philip, father 
of Alexander the Great. He ſtaid ſome 
time at Macedon about the affairs of the 
" Athenians ; and when he returned, he 
found that Xenocrates had been made choice 


of to teach in the academy: whereupon 


Ariſtotle, finding that place filled, he ſaid, 


That it would be a ſhame for him to be 
filent whilſt Xemocrates ſpoke ; ſo he in- 
ſtituted a new ſect, and taught a different 
doctrine from that which he had learn'd 
from his maſter Plato. ig 
The great eſteem Ariſtotle was in for 
excelling in all ſorts of ſcience, eſpecially 
in philoſophy and politicks, made Philip, 
king of Macedon, deſire to have him for a 
tutor to his ſon Alexander, who was then 
fourteen years old: Ariſtotle accepted 
this profer, and lived eight years with 
Alexander; to whom, as Plutarch reports, 
he imparted certain ſecrets in knowledge, 
which he diſcover'd to no body elſe. The 
ſtudy of philoſophy had not made Ari- 
ſtotle moroſe ; for he likewiſe apply'd him- 
felf to bulineſs, and had a great ſhare in 
whatever was tranſacted at the Court of 
Macedon in his time. King Philip, out of 
reſpect to him, cauſed Stagira, which was 
that philoſopher's native city, and had been 
deſtroy'd during the wars, to be rebuilt, 
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and the inhabitants to be reſtored to it, 


many of them having been made —_ 
and the reſt gone away. | 

Ariſtotle, when he left Alexander, came 
to Athens, where he was very well re- 
ceived, becauſe king Philip had beſtow'd 
many favours on them upon his account. 
He took up his abode in the Lyceum, a 
place where there were. very fine walks 


of trees: in this place it was that he ſet- 


tled his new ſchool ; and becauſe he uſu- 
ally taughr his ſcholars as he walk'd with 
them, his ſe& had the name of Peripa- 
zeticks (from the Greek verb, fignifying 
to walk about). The Lyceum ſoon be- 
came famous for the great concourſe of 
people, which flock'd thither from vari- 
ous quarters to hear Ariſtotle, whoſe re- 
putation had ſpread itſelf enn, alt 
Greece. 

Alexander deſired Ariſtotle to apply. him 
ſelf to make phyſical experiments; for 
this purpoſe he aſſign'd him a great many 
hunters and ' fiſhers,. to furniſh him from 
all parts, with materials for making his ob- 
ſervations, and ſent him eight hundred 
talents to defray the expence of it. oo 

Ariſtotle at that time publiſhed his books 
of Phyſicks and Metaphyficks ; and the news 
of it came to Alexander in Aſia. This 
ambitious prince, Who deſired to excel all 
mankind in every reſpect, was angry that 
Ariſtotle's knowledge was becoming com- 
mon; and he ſignified his diſpleaſure 
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by a letter which he wrote to him in theſe 
terms. - 


Alexander to Ariſtotle 


„ You was in the wrong to publiſh 
your books of Speculative Sciences, be- 
8 4 we ſhall know nothing more than 
* others, if what you have particularly 


te jnſtructed me in, ſhould be imparted in 


& general to every body elſe. I would 
* have you know, that I had rather be 
« ſuperior to others in the knowledge of 
« ſublime things, than _ them in 
& Power.” 

Ariſtotle, to appeaſe this prince, return'd 
anſwer, that he had publiſh'd them, but in 
ſuch a manner, that he had not publiſh'd 
them in effect: which is as much as to 
ſay, that he had ſo perplex'd his doctrine, 
that no body would ever be able to under- 
fand it. 

Ariſtotle did not always continue in fa- 
vour with Alexander, having diſoblig'd 
him by too warmly taking the part of Ca- 
liſthe nes the philoſopher. This Caliſthenes 
was great nephew to- Ar;/tozle, being the 
fon of his own niece ; and Ariſtotle had 
brought him up with him, taking great 
care of his education. When he left Alex 
auder, he gave him this kinſman to at- 
tend him in the army, and recommended 
him to him after a very particular manner, 
Caliſthenes uſed to ſpeak very freely to the 
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king, and his temper was not complying 
enough for him; and it was he who pre- 
vented the Macedonians from adoring him 
like a god, after the Perſian manner. 

Alexander, who hated him on account 
of his ' inflexible diſpoſition, found this 
means of being revenged, and getting rid 
of him; for he cauſed: him to he accuſed 
.of having ſome hand in the conſpiracy of 
Hermilaus, the diſciple of Caliſtbenes, and 
would not allow him to make any de- 
fence ; but cauſed him to be expoſed to- 
lions: others ſay, that he was hang'd'; 
and ſome, that he died upon the rack. 
Alriſtotle, ever ſince the puniſhment of 
Caliſthenes, retain'd a great deal of ill will 
towards Alexander; who on his part, ſought 
all poffible means of making him uneafy.. 
For this. purpoſe he ſet up Xezocrates, and 
ſent him great preſents: at this Ariſtotle 
became very jealous of him, and ſome 
even accuſe him of being concern'd in 
the conſpiracy of Antipater, and of ha- 
ving taught him how: to make the poi- 
Fn, which is ſuppoſed to have been the 
death of Alexander 35 
Ariſtorle, tho he was ſteady enough 
in other points, ſhnew'd abundance of weak - 
neſs in ſome reſpects. Sometime after he 
quitted the academy, he went to Hermiar, 
tyrant of Atarna; ſome ſay that he was 
his relation; others affirm, tha: Ariſtotle 
was in love with him, and that ſome cri- 
minal pleaſure was the motive of his jour - 
ney. 
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However,, Ariſtotle married the ſiſter, 
others ſay, the concubine of that prince, 
and abandon'd himſelf ſo far to the violent 
paſſion which he had for this wite, that he 
did ſacrifice to her, ſuch as the Atheniaus 
uſed to offer to Ceres Eleuſina, and com- 
poſed verſes in honour of Hermias, or 
conſenting to that marriage. 

Ariſtotle divided his philoſophy i into prac- 
tical and theoretical. Practical philoſophy 
is that which teacheth us ſuch truths as 
are proper to regulate the operations of 
the mind, as logick; or which preſcribes 
us maxims for the right conduct of civil 
life, as morality and politicks. 

Theoretical philoſophy is that, which 
diſcovers to us truths merely ſpeculative, 
as metaphyſicks and phyſicxs. There are, 
according to him, three principles of na- 
tural things, viz. privation, matter and 
form. 

In order to prove, that priration ought 
to be rank'd amongſt principles, he ſaid, 
that in the matter of which a thing is 
made, there ought to be a privation of the 
form of that thing. For inſtance, that 
the matter,of which a table is made, ſhould 
have the privation of the form of that 
table; which is as much as to fay, that 
before a table is made, the matter of which 
we make it muſt not 'be the table itſelf. 

Ariſtotle gave two different definiti- 
ons of matter, one of which was nega- 
tive, as this: F iſt, Matter, ſaid he, 


i that which is neither ſubſtance, nor ex- 
tent, nor quality, nor any other ſort of being. 

Thus, according to him, the matter of 
wood, for example, is neither its extent, 
nor figure, nor colour, nor ſolidity, nor 
weight, nor hardneſs, nor drineſs, nor 
moiſture, nor ſmell, nor in ſhort, any of 
thoſe other accidents which are common to 
wood. | 

The other definition is affirmative, and 
is no more ſatisfactory than the former. 
He ſaid, that matter is the ſubje& of which 

a thing is made, and into which it reſolves 
at laſt: it remains therefore to know, 
what this firſt ſubject is of which the works 
of nature are compoſed. 

The ſame philoſopher teacheth, that in 
order to form a natural body, there is re- 
quiſite, beſides the firſt matter, another prin- 
ciple,, which he calls form. Some are of 
opinion, that by this he means nothing elſe 
but the diſpoſition of the parts ; others 
_ affirm, that he means thereby a ſubſtantial 
entity, really diſtin from matter; and, 
that, for inſtance, when we grind corn, 
there ariſeth a new ſubſtantial form, by 
which the corn becomes meal ; and, that 
after water is mix'd with the meal, and it 
is kneaded together, there ariſeth another 
ſubſtantial form, which turns the meal in- 
to dough ; that at length, when the dough 
is baked, from thence there alſo ariſeth a 
new ſubſtantial form, which cauſeth he 
dough to become bread. | 
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4 . He allows of this ſort of ſubſtantial 
| forms in all other natural bodies; thus, 
for inſtance, in an horſe, beſides the bones, 
the fleſh and the nerves, the brain and the 
B blood, which circulating through the veins 
| and arteries nouriſheth all the parts; and 
= beſides the animal ſpirits, which are the 
= - principles of motion, he admits a ſubſtan- 
| tial form, which, he ſays, is the ſoul of 
the horſe; he affirms, that this pretended 
form is-not-taken from matter, but from 
the power of matter; and will needs have 
It to be a real entity diſtin& from matter, 
_of which it neither is a part, nor ſo much 
as a modification. 
j Ariſtotle is of opinion, that all earthly 
bodies are compoſed of the four elements, 
earth, water, air and fire; that earth and 
I water are heavy, becauſe they incline to- 
Wards the center of the world; and that 
| on the. contrary, air and fire endeavour ' 
to get as far from it as poſſible, and there- 
fore are light. | | 2 
*, Beſides theſe four elements, he admitted 
a fifth, of which things celeſtial were 
compoſed, and whoſe motion was always 
circular. He imagined, that above the air, 
under the concave of the moon, there was 
a a ſphere of fire, where all flames aſcended 
and reſorted, as brooks and rivers run into 
the ſea. E | 
Ariſtotle held matter to be diviſible-to 
infinity; and that the univerſe is filled; 
and that there is no, ſuch thing as a void 
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in Nature; that the world is eternal; that 
the ſun always turn'd, and will ever con- 
tinue turning in the ſame manner as at 
preſent; that the generations of men have 
always ſubſiſted, without their ever having 
had a beginning : J, ſays he, there had 
been a firſt man, he muſt have been born 
without father or mother, which is a contra- 
 a:4i0u. He argues after the ſame manner 
in reſpect to birds; I. is not poſſible, ar- 

gues he, that there ſhould have been a firſt 
egg, which gave a beginning to birds ;, or 
| that there ſhould have been a firſt bird who 

| Hove it to eggs, for a bird comes from an 

but then that egg comes from a bird; 

| 2 thus do they proceed continnally one from 
another, without their ever having had a 
beginning. He reaſons after the ſame man- 

ner about all other kind of 9 in the 
univerſe. 

He affirms that the heavens are incor- 
ruptible ; and that, tho* ſublunary things 
are ſubject to corruption, their parts how- 
ever never periſh ; that they only change 
their place ; that out of the ruins of one 
thing another is form'd ; and that thus the . 
mals of the world remains ſtill entire. 

Ariſtotle held the earth to be the center 
of the world, and that the principal Being 
moves the heavens round the earth by cer- 
tain intelligences, which are een 
employed in this movement. | 

Ariſtotle ſuppoſeth, that what is now 
cover d all over by the waters of the ſea, 
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Was formerly dry land; and that what is 

now dry-land will hereafter be overflow d 
in the ſame manner : the reaſon which 
he alledgeth for it is, that brooks and ri- 
vers continually waſh away ſand and 
earth, which by degrees cauſeth the ſhores 
to advance farther, and the ſea inſenſibly 
to retire ; ſo that, if time does not fail, 

theſe alterations of land into ſea, and ſea 
into land, are produced at length in in- 
numerable ages. He adds, that in ſeveral 
places far up on the land, and which are 
even very high, the ſea, when it went off, 
hath left ſome of its ſhells : ; and that upon 
ſearching into the earth, anchors alſo and 
pieces of ſhips have been ſometimes found. 
Ovid attributes this ſame Opinion likewiſe 
to Pythagoras. 

Ariſtotle moreover ſuppoſeth, that theſe 
alterations of ſea into land, and land into 
| fea, which are inſenſibly brought about in 
pl long ſeries of time, is, in ſome: meaſure, 
the cauſe why the memory of things paſt 
is worn out. He adds, that beſides this, 
there are other accidents which - occaſion 
even arts themſelves to be loſt : Thoſe ac- 
cidents are either plagues, wars, famines, 
earthquakes, conflagrations, or, in ſhort, 
ſuch deſolations as extirpate and deſtroy all 
the people of a country, unleſs ſome hap- 
pen to remain by eſcaping into the deſarts, 
where they lead a ſavage kind of life, and 
give riſe to other people, who in proceſs 
of time cultivate the *. and i 


ARISTOTLE. 6 


recover arts; and that the ſame notions 
have been renew'd and brought to light a- 
gain an infinite number of times. And 
thus it is that he maintains, That notwith- 
ſtanding theſe revolutions, and the viciſſi- 
tude of things, the machine of the world 
always continues incorruptible. 

Ariſtotle very carefully examines into 
what may contribute to make men happy 
in this world. In the firft place, he con- 
futes the opinions of the voluptuous, 
who make happineſs confiſt in corporeal 


pleaſures. He faith, that pleaſures, be- 
ſides their inſtability, cauſe alſo a loathing, 


and that they weaken the bod. 
In the next place, he rejects the noti- 


ons of the ambitions, who place their hap- 


pineſs in honours, and who uſe all ſorts 
of means, be they ever ſo unjuſt, to at- 
tain them. 

He faith, that he Honour is in him that 
honoureth : adding, that che ambitions defire 
to be Honour d, is on acconntof ſome virtue 
which they world be thought 10 have in 
them : and conſequently, that it is in the 
virtue rather than the honours, that hap- 
pineſs conſiſts ; inaſmuch as they are with- 
out us. 

In the laſt place, he confutes the opt. 
nion of the covetous, who place their hap- 
pineſs in riches. He faith, that riches are 


not valuable of themſelves ; that they male 


thoſe unhappy who Reep them, as being afraid 
to uſe them: and wed in order to make 
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them uſeful. they foould be laid out and di- 
ſtributed; whereas happineſs ought to conſiſt 
in ſomething fix'd, which is to be preſerved 
and kept. 5 
After all, it is Ariſtotle's opinion That hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in the moſt perfect exerciſe 
of the underſtanding, and the practice of 
virtue. He affirms, that the. moſt noble 
act of the underſtanding is, being employ'd 
-n contemplating natural things, the hea- 
vens, the ſtars, and univerſal! nature; but 
more eſpecially the ſupreme Being. He 
neverthelefs obſerves that we cannot be 
entirely happy Without having a ſuffici- 
| ent ſhare of riches according to our rank; 
| Face otherwiſe we cannot have leiſure 
| for the contemplation of pleaſing ob- 
| Jets, or the practice of virtue. For 
- inſtance, we can't oblige our friend; and 
yet one of the greateſt pleaſures, of 
life, is to do good to thoſe whom we 
love: and thus happineſs, he ſaith, de- 
pends upon three things, the endowments 
of the mind, as wiſdom and prudence; 
the advantages of the body, as beauty, 
iſtrength, and health; and the gifts of for- 
Tune, as riches and nobility. He holds 
virtue not to be ſufficient to make men 
Happy, and that the advantages of the bo- 
dy, and the gifts of fortune, are abſolutely 
.neceflary, ſince a wiſe man will be un- 
happy, if either he wants, or ſuffers pain. 
On the other ſide he aſſures us, that vice 
is ſufficient to make men miſerable; and, 
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that altho* a man ſhould have plenty, and 
enjoy beſides all other advantages, he: 
would never be happy whilſt he: was ad 
dicted to vice; that wiſe men are not en- 
tirely exempt from troubles, but that ſuch 
were only imaginary evils ; that virtue and- 
vice is not incompatible ; that the ſame: 
man, for inſtance, might be juſt and pru- 
dent, who was very intemperate in other- 
reſpects. 

He admitted three ſorts of friendſhip, 
one of blood, one of inclination; and the: 
other of hoſpitality. 

He thought that learning contributes | 
very much to our embracing virtue, and 
aſſures us, th:t it is the greateſt comfort 
we can have in our old} age. 

He, as well as Plato, allows of a firſt 
Being, to whom he aſſigns a providence. 

He was of opinion, that all our know- 
ledge ſprang originally from the ſenſes; that 
a blind man, for inſtanee, could have no 
perception of colours, nor one that was 
deaf any notion of ſound. 

Hie maintains in his politicks, that the 
monarchical ſtate is the moſt perfect of 
any, becauſe- all other governments are 
managed by ſeveral perſons ; for as an 
army, that is conducted by one good chief 
only, is more ſucceſsful than one that is 
commanded by ſeveral leaders, juſt ſo it 
is in governments; whilſt the deputies, or 
heads of a republick, are ſpending time in 
deliberating or meeting together, a mo- 
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narch hath already taken the places requi - 
fite, and put his deſigns in execution: 
beſides, the rulers of a common- wealth 
don't value ruining it, provided they can 
enrich themſelves elſewhere ; they grow 
jealous of one another, from whence ariſe 
divifions, and at length the ſtate muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ruin'd and overturn'd ; where- 
as in a monarchy the intereſts of the 
prince and ſtate are * and muſt 
conſequently flouriſh. 
Ariſtotle being ask'd, what was the ad- 
vantage of being a 1yar ; ; It is, anfwer'd he, 
not to be believed when you ſpeak irath. , 
Being reprimanded for giving alms to a 


wicked perſon; I did not give him alms, 


replied Ariſtotle, becauſe he is wicked, but 
as being a mau. 

He uſually told his friends and diſciples, 
that knowledge, was in reſpect to the foul 
what- light is to the- eyes; that though 
the roots might be bitter, yet the fruit 


was very ſweet. 


He ſometimes, when angry. with the 
Athenians , upbraided them with having 
found out the uſe of laws as well as corn, 


but that they made uſe only of the latter. 


Being ask'd what it was that ſooneſt 
wore out, he reply'd gratitude. | 

What was hope ; Ir is, ſaid he, the dream 
of one awake. 

Diogenes one day offering him a fig, Ari- 
ſtotle ſaw that if he refuſed it Diogenes had 


ſome jeſt ready; he . took the fig 
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and ſaid laughing, Diogenes hath loſt bis 
fig and the uſe he intended to0-make of it. 


He ſaid that there were three things .ve- 
ry neceſſary for children, vi. ſpirit, exer- 


ciſe, and diſcipline. 


Being ask'd what difference there was 


between the wiſe and ignorant; As much, 
reply'd he, as between the living and the. 
dead. | 


He ſaid, that knowledge was an orna- 


ment in proſperity,and a refuge in adverſity. 


Fhat thoſe, who gave a good education to 
children, were much more their parents, 
than thoſe that begat them ; becauſe the one. 


only gave them. life, but the other fur- 


niſhed · them with: the means of making it 


happy. 
That beauty was much more cawenfal 


to precure a good reception, than any let- 
ters of recommendation. 
Being ask'd how: his ſcholars might 


profit beſt; _ muſt always endeavour, 


ſaid he; t0-o0vertakes the. moſt forward, and 
never ſtay for thoſe behind... 


A certain man boaſting one day that he | 


was the citizen of a great city; Never 
mind that, ſaid: Ariſtotle, but rather cum 


fider whether you are worthy to be a mem 


ber of a famous nation. 

When he conſidered. mens way af, li- 
ving, he often ſaid; There-are ſome people. 
who ſerape up — as greedily as if they 
were to live for ever ; and others 9 
them as. if they were #0, die to morrow,. 
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1886 ARISTOTLE. 

Being ask'd what a friend was; he an- 
ſwer'd, It is the ſame ſoul in two bodies. 

A certain man ſaying to him one day, 
How ſhould we behave our ſelves to- 
wards our friends? In the ſame manner, 
anſwer'd Ariſtotle, as we would have them 
behave towards us. 

He uſed often to cry out, 0! my 
friends, there is no ſuch thing as a friend in 
the world. 

Being asked one day why we love hand- 
ſome people better than thoſe that are ug- 
ly ; Ariſtotle anſwer'd, By your 10. 
yon ſeem 70 be blind. 

Being asked what he was the better for 
his philoſophy : Ie has made me able, an- 
ſwered he, to do that of mine own accord, 

which others do only for fear of the laws, 
It is aid, that whilſt he was at Athens, 
he had intercourſe with a very learned 
man of Judea, who gave him a thorough 
infight into the learning and religion of 
the Egyptians, which, in thoſe days, moſt 
people went to learn in Egypt. 

Ariſtotle, after having taught in the Ly- 
cum for thirteen years with abundance 
of reputation, was accuſed: of impiety by 

EZurimedon, the prieſt of Ceres. The re- 
membrance of what they had done to So- 
-erates terrified him ſo much, that he im- 
mediately determined to leave Atheus; ſo 
he retired to CHalcis in Eubœa. Some re- 
port, that he died there of grief, for his 
not „ able to account for the ebbing 


and flowing of the Enripus. Others add 
that he caſt himſelf into that ſea, and 
that he ſaid, when he was falling, Let the 


Euripus ſwallow me up, ſince I cannot 


comprehend it, Others, after all, aſſure us, 
that be died of the colick, in the 63d 


year of his age, and two years after the 


death of Alexander. 


The people of Stagira erected altars to 


him, as if he had been a god. 

Ariſtotle made a will, of which Antipe- 
ter was the executor. 

He left behind him a ſon carmel Ex 


machas, and a daughter, who was mar- 
ried to a grandchild of Demaretus King of 


Lacedemas. 
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XE NOCRATES 


== ENOCRATES. was one of 

the moſt famous philoſophers 
BA VS of the old academy, for his 
honeſty, prudence, and cha-' 


Chalcedon, fon of Agathenor, and became 
Plato's ſcholar very early, to whom he 
adhered ſo cloſely, that he even follow'd 
him into Sicily, where Plato went to the 
court of Dionyſius the tyrant. He had a good 
underſtanding, and was capable of applica- 
tion, but ſomewhat heavy. When Plato 
compared him with Ariſtotle, he uſed to 
fay, That the one required a bridle, and the 
other ſpars. At other times he uſed to ſay 
laughing, With what horſe have I drawn 
this aß hither. > ths 

Aenocrates was moreover of a ſerious. 
temper, and very rigid; inſomuch that Plato 
ſometimes ſaid jeſting, Xemocrates, I pray 

you go and ſacrifice to the Graces. = 

He uſed always. to live fhut up in the 


academy. 


ſtity. He was of the city of 


Whenever he went into the ſtreets of 
Athens, which happened very ſeldom, all 
the wild young people of the city waited 
for him as he paſſed, in order to teaze him 
and make him uneaſy; and they often put 
lewd women to bed to him without his 
being ſenſible of it. The famous hazlot 


Phryne laid a wager with ſome young 


people, that ſhe would delude Xezo» 


crates ; one day therefore, when he had- 


drank more than uſual, ſhe came into his 
houſe richly dreſſed, and lay all night by him 
without winning her wager. Thoſe with 
whom ſhe had betted laugh'd at her, and de- 


fired to be paid; but ſhe anſwered ſmiling, - 


T laid that I could debauch a man, but not 


@ flatue. This extraordinary chaſtity he 


preſerved: by a very ſevere diſcipline. 
Xemocrates was a very diſintereſted per- 
ſon; ſo that when Alexander ſent him a 
great ſum of money for a pteſent, he on- 
ly took three Attict Miua's, and return'd 
all the reſt, ſaying to thoſe who brought 
him the Money, Alexander hath a great 
many people to maintain, therefore he hath 
more need of money than I. +? 
Another time Autipater offered him the 
like preſent : Xemocrates thank'd him, but 
would never take any of his money. _ 
When he was in Sicily he won a golden 
crown, having gain'd the prize by out- 


drinking thoſe who engaged, with him. 


But Aenuocrates would make no. uſe of it; 
for as ſoon as he return'd to Azhers, he 
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190 XENOCRATES. 
laid it at the feet of the ſtatue of Mercu- 
ry, and dedicated it to that god, to whom 
he frequently offered garlands of flow- 
Ups, 207 

Xenocrates was fent to Philip king or 
Macedon on an embaſſy with ſeveral others; 
he entertain'd them all ſumptuouſly, and 
made them conſiderable prefents : after 
, this he conferr'd ſeveral times with them, 
and fo managed them, that they were every 
one ready to do what he defired. Xemo- 
crates was the only perſon who would 
not meddle with the king's preſents, nor 
ever go to any of the feaſts ; nor even to 
the conferences which were held between 
them; ſo that upon their return to Athens, 
they declared publickly that it was unne- 
ceſſary to ſend Xenocrates with them, be- 
cauſe he had been of no uſe. This very 
much diſſatisfied all the people, and they 
Were juſt going to ſet a fine on him; 
but Xenocrates diſcovered how matters had 
been tranſacted, and adviſed the Athenians 
to. be more careful than ever of the affairs 
of the commonwealth ; ſince Philip by his 
great preſents had ſo corrupted their 
ambsfſidors, that they were ready to 
perform whatever he had a mind; but 
that for his part Philip could never pre- 
vail with him to take any preſent. By 
this the contempt, which Xenoerates was 
juſt falling under, was on a ſudden turned 
to efteem ; and the matter making 4 
great noiſe, Philip own'd publickly, that 
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of all the ambaſſadors which had ever been 
ſent to him, Xenuocrates was the only one 
who had deſpiſed and would not eien 
of his preſents. 

Whilſt Autipater was cnn in the 
war with Lamia, he took ſeveral Athe- 
nians priſoners, and Aenocrates was ſent 
by the ſtate to treat with him about their 
ranſom. As ſoon. as Xemocrates arrived, 
Antipater would in the firſt place have 
him dine with him before they began 
to treat; but Xemocrates told him that he 
muſt put off his feaſt, and that he would 
not eat till he had concluded the affairs 
which he was ſent. about, and ſet. his fel- 
low citizens at liberty. Aztipater was 
much affected with the zeal that he ex- 
preſs'd for his country, and fo immediate- 
ly began to treat; and the matter being 
forthwith decided, the priſoners were ſet 
at liberty, and Antipater could. not help 
admiring Xenocrates's n for buſi- 
neſs. 

When ates was in Sicily, pin 
ſias (aid one day to Plato, ſomebody will 
cut off your head; Xemocrates, who was 
by, reply'd, That ſhall zever happen unleſs 
they cut off mine firſt. | 

Another time Autipater being at Athens, 
he came and ſaluted Aenocrates, who being 
at that time engaged in making a ſpeech, 
would not break it off, and made him no 
anſwer until he had finiſhed all that he 
had to lay. 
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192 XENOCRATES. 

When Spexcippas the philoſopher, who 
was nephew and ſucceſſor to Plato in the 
academy, perceived himſelf grown old, 
indiſpoſed, and near his end ; he fent for 
Aenocrates, and deſired him to take his place: 
Nenocrates accepted it, and had began to 
teach publickly, when a perſon coming 
into his ſchool, who underſtood neither 
muſick, zeometry, nor aſtronomy, he ſaid 
to him, riend, get thee hence, for thou art 
ignorant of all the charms and principles 
of philoſophy. 

— greatly deſpiſed glory and 

power, was fond of retirement, and daily 
ſpent ſome time in private, without ſpeak- 
ing to any body. 

The Athenians had ſo great a notion of 
his honeſty, that one day, when he came 
before the magiſtrates to give evidence in a 
cauſe, as he approached the altar to ſwear, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, 
that what he ſaid was true, the Judges roſe 
up and would not let him ſwear, ſaying, 
that there was no need of his oath, they 
believing him on his bare word. 

Polemon, ſon of Philuſtratus, who was a 

: very debanched young man, went deſign- 
edly one day very drunk, with a garland 

- on his head, into the ſchool of Xenocrates, 

who was then diſeourſing about tempe- 

rance; but he was ſo far from breaking off 

his diſcourſe, that he went on with great- 

er force and vehemence than before and 
Polemon was ſo affected by it, that from 
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thenceforward he began to forſake his 


wicked courſe, and firmly reſolved to lead 


a good life for the future; which he ac- 


cordingly did; inſomuch, that he became 
very knowing, and ſucceeded his maſter 
Aenocrates. 

| Xemocrates compoſed many things both 
in verſe and proſe, and dedicated one of 
his pieces to Alexander, and another to 
Epheſtion. 

As he had no regard to any body, he 
gained abundance of enemies in the com- 
monwealth; and at laſt the Atbeniaus ſold 
him for a ſlave, in order to get rid of him. 
Demetrius Phalereas, who was at that time 
in great eſteem in Athens, bought him, and 
gave him his liberty; and prevailed with 
the Azhenians to be ſatisfied with his n 
baniſhed. 

Xenocrates, when he was 82 years of 
age, fell one night againſt a Platter, which 


he happen'd to meet in bis ways and died 


upon the ſpot. 
He taught for the ſpace of 22 years in 


the academy, and flouriſhed in the reign of 


Lyfumachas, about the one hundred and 
ſecond olympiad. , 
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7 JITIOGENES the Cynick, ſon 
of [ſecins, a banker, was born 
at Sinope, a city in Paphla- 
gonta, about the 9qth olywap:a7. 
Both he and his father being 
accuſed of coining, IJſecius 
Was taken, and died in priſon ; but Dio- 
genes, who was under no ſmall apprehen- 
ſion, eſcaped to Athens. Immediately up- 
on his arrival there, he made a viſit to Au- 
Ziſthenes, who, inſtead of giving him a kind 
reception, puſh'd him back with his ſtick, 
being reſolved to have no diſciples. Dio- 
genes Was ſo far from being ſurpriz'd, 
that bowing down his head, he ſaid, Szrike 
f you pleaſe ; while you difeonrſe in pablick, 
you will find no ſtick that is hard enough 
zo keep me from you. Upon which Anti- 
ſthenes, being overcome by ſo invincible 
an obſtinacy, receiv'd him for his ſcholar. 
Diogenes was obliged to live very 
meanly, as a perſon baniſhed from his 
country, and knew not where to ſeek re- 


lief. 
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Seeing one day a mouſe running wan- 
tonly croſs the room, and obſerving that 
ſhe was neither afraid of the night, nor ſol- 
licitous what ſhe eat, nor where ſhe 
lay, it gave him ſome comfort in his di- 
ſtreſs. He therefore reſolved for the 
future to lead an eaſy and contented life, 
and not to trouble himſelf with any thing 
but what was neceſſary for his preſent ſub- 


ſiſtence. He made his cloak double, that 


by folding himſelf therein, it might ſerve 
him both for a bed and blanket. 

All his wealth conſiſted in a ſtaff, wal- 
let and diſh ; this, generally - ſpeaking, 
was his equipage ; but he only made uſe 
of his ſtaff in fſicknef6, or when he 
went into the country. He was wont to 


ſay, that the blind and deaf were not pro- 


perly cripples, but they who had no wal- 
let. It was his cuſtom to go bare- foot even 
when the ground was cover'd wich ſnow. 
He endeavoured alſo to eat raw fleſh, but 
could not effect it. Having written to an 
acquaintance, to provide him a lodging, 
and receiving no anſwer, he made uſe of 
a tub inſtead of a houle, and had never any 
other habitation. " 

In the moſt ſcorching heat of ſummer, 


when the ground is parched by the rays of 


the ſun, he uſed to roll himſelf in the 


burning land; and in the winter he would 


ſometimes embrace the ſtatues when cover'd 


with ſnow : this he did, to inure himſelf 
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196 DIOGENES. 

either to bear the heat or cold without any 
ineonvenience. 2 
He contemn'd all mankind, treated Plato 
and his ſcholars as debauchees, and as 
perſons who delighted in luxury and in- 
temperance. He call'd orators the peoples 
ſlaves. 01 | 

He ſaid, that crowns, the emblems of 
glory, were no leſs brittle than the bub- 
bles of water which break in the making ; 
and that plays were admir'd by none 
but fools. In ſhort, nothing eſcap'd his 
fatire. > ; 

He eat, flept and diſcours'd in all places 
indifferently : and one day pointing with 
his fingers at Japiter's portico, The Athe- 
mans, ſaid he, have built this palace for my 
_entertatnment. : iz 

He often ſaid, Ven I reflect on the go- 
vernots, phyſicians, and philoſophers, ht 
are in ihe world, I am enclined to think, 
that man, by his wiſdom, is vaſtly ſuperior 
10 all other creatures; but then again, when 
1 Tee the diviners, the interpreters of dreams, 
and others exalted with riches and honours, 
T cannot help thinking, that man is by much 
the moſt ſumple being of the whole creation. 
One day, as he was walking in the 
fields, he perceived a boy drinking water 
out of the hollow of his hand; hat, ſaid 
Diogenes in great confuſion, am I to learn 
from children, what things are neceſſary ? 
Upon which, he immediately took his 
diſh out of his wallet and broke it. 


— 
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He was very liberal in his commenda- 
tions of thoſe who talked much of mar- 
rying but never marry'd ; who prepar'd 
their equipage to make a voyage, but ne- 
ver embark' d; who were invited to take 
upon 'em the adminiſtration of publick al- | 
fairs, but prudently declin'd ir. 
He applied himſelf wholly to oral Phi- | 
loſophy, and was entirely negligent of all 
other ſciences. He was of a brisk and 
lively genius, could eaſily foreſee all ob- 
jections whatſoever. 
He made no account of marriage, and 
was of opinion, that all women ſhould 
be common; and that every one was at 
liberty to make love to her whom he liked 
beſt: 
He thought it no crime for a man in 
neceſſity to ſteal what he wanted; and 
that we ought to ſuffer nothing to affiicł 
us, it being much better for a man to 
take comfort than hang himſelf. 
Diſcourſing one day upon a ſubje& no 
leſs ſerious than important, and perceiving 
that few or no perſons attended to what 
he ſaid, he immediately fell a ſinging, up- 
on which the people flocking about him,. 
he reprimanded em ſeverely for their 
being fond of trifles, and ſo careleſs and 
negligent of matters of moment: 
It was ſurprizing to him, that gramma⸗ b 
rians- ſhould: torture and torment them- 
ſelves to find out 1 evils which Ulyſes 
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had ſuffer'd, and at the ſame time be ſo 


unattentive to their own miferies. 
_ He blam'd mxficians for taking ſo much 
- pains to tune their inſtruments while their 


minds were in diſorder, which required 


their firſt and earlieſt application. 

He reprimanded the mathematicians, for 
amuſing themſelves with the contempla- 
tion of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, and being 
ignorant of the things that lay before 
them. | | 3 

Nor was he leſs provoked againſt the 
lawyers, who talk'd much of juſtice, but 
never once thought of reducing it to prac- 
tice. 


ches, who pretended to have no regard to 


their intereſt, commended thoſe who held 


money in contempt, and at the ſame time 
were wholly bent upon amaſſing of riches. 
Nothing ſeem'd more ridiculous to him 
than for men to offer ſacrifice to the gods. 
for the preſervation of their health, and 
when that was done, to indulge them- 
ſelves in luxury and intemperance, which 
was the only way to deſtroy it. 

He ſaid, that he met with ſeveral per- 
fons who endeavoured to excel each other 
in wit, but few or none had the emula- 
tion to be firſt in the path of virtue. . 
Being once at a great entertainment with 
Plato, who eat nothing but olives, Hhence 


comes it, ſaid he, that ſo great a philoſopher 
ſhould ſail as far as Sicily to enjoy theſe 


Hie alſo reproy*d thoſe covetous wret- 
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dainties ,, yet refuſe to eat em. Plato 
anſwer'd, I iv'd in Sicily on capers and 
olives, and ſo I do here. What occaſion 
had you then, reply'd Diogenes, to make a 
voyage to Syracuſe ? were there then no ca- 
pers nor olives at Athens? | 
As Plato was one day regaling ſome 
friends of Dionyſius the tyrant, Diogenes 
came in, and as he trod on his pur- 
ple carpets, I tread, ſaid he, on the vanity 
of Plato. True, Diogenes, cry'd Plato, 
but with a greater vanity, 

A certain ſophiſt being willing to give 
Diogenes a ſpecimen of the fineneſs of his 
parts; D are not what I am, (aid he; J 
am a man, and by conſequence you are not 
a man : your reaſouing had been more juſt, 
faid Diogenes, had you began with ſaying, 

ou were uo man, becauſe your concluſion 
would then have been, that Diogenes was a 
man. + 1 
Being ask'd, in what part of Greece he 
had ſeen wiſe men; his anſwer was, he 
had ſeen ſome boys at Lacedæmon, but no 
where ſeen men. | 

He walked abroad at mid-day with a 
lighted candle in his hand; being ask'd 
what he wanted; his anſwer was, I lool 
„ ( 215 | 

At another time, he called out aloud - 
in the middle of the ſtreet, Ho ! men, men, 
men: but as ſoon as the mob was gather d 
about him, Diogenes drove them away with 
his ſtick ; They were men, ſaid he, that I 
calÞ' for. EE * | 


=  DTUTETNES - 

© Demoſthenes dining at a publick houſe, 
and ſeeing Diogenes paſs by, hid himſelf; 
Diogenes perceiving it, immediately cry'd 
out, Don't hide your ſelf ; the more you 
Hide your ſelf in a tavern, you will ſink the 
deeper. . | ah 
- Secing ſome ſtrangers, who came on 
purpoſe to get a ſight of Demuſthenes, Dios 
genes went to them, and pointing at De- 
moſthenes with his finger, he faid to them 
ſmiling, there, there, look attentively upon 
him ; ſee there the mighty orator of the 

Atheniaas. . 

Heing one time in a magnificent palace, 
where there was gold and marble in a- 
bundince, and having firſt conſider'd the 
beauty of the place, he fell a conghing, 
and after two or three efforts, ſpit upon 
the face of the perſon who fhew'd it; 


Excuſe me, ſaid Diogenes, I could find no 


TT. WWW.. .c..... 
At another time, he being but half ſhav'd 
and · intruding himſelf into the company of 
ſome young gentlemen, who were drinking 
together, they beat him, and turn'd him out 
of the room. Diogenes, to puniſn 'em, 
writ their names upon a paper, and tying 


it upon his ſhoulder, went about through. 
the ſtreets, that all men might know: 


their treatment © 
A raſcally fellow reproaching him for 
his poverty; I never, ſaid Diogenes, ſaw 
any man puniſſ d for being poor, but many 
bave been hang d for being villans..- 


5 him, and cenſure them 


# 
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He often lamented, that the moſt profi- 
* things were leaſt eſteem'd ; that a 
ſtatue was valued at three thouſand crowns, 
and a buſhel of wheat at twenty pence. 

As he was going into the Bath, the wa- 

ter being dirty, Mbere, ſaid he, muſt ey 
| wells that waſh themſelves here? © 
ing taken priſoner at Cheronea by the 
Macedonians, and carried to king Philip, 
he asked him who he was; 1 am à ſpy, 
ſaid he, oz th inſatiable covetonſneſs. The 
king was ſo well ſatisfied with his anſwer, 
that he gave him his liberty, and fent bim 
away, | 

Diogenes was of opinion, that wiſe men 
could never be in want; and that all things 
were at their diſpoſal ; he argues thus, 
All things are the gods ; wiſe men are God's 
Friends; friends have all things in common; 
therefore all things are wiſe mens. In 
conſequence of this way of reaſoning, 
when he wanted any thing, he asked it of 
his friends. 

A's Alexander was paſſing thro” C e, 
he had the curioſity to viſit Diogenes, vrho 
was there at that time; he found him in 
the Craneum ſunning himſelf, and mending 
his tub. I am the great Alexander, ſaid 
the king + I am the dog Diogenes, reply'd 
the philofopher. Dsſ# thou not fear me, 
continued Alexander? hat art thou, (aid 
he, à good or bad prince ? He anſwered, a 
good one. The philoſopher return'd, I How 
art good, who will fear thee ? Alexander 
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.admiring his wit and freedom, after ſome 
Farther converſation, told him, that find 


ing he wanted a great many things, he 
ſhould be glad to aſſiſt him. Ac, whar yon 


will, ſaid the prince, and jon ſhall have it. 
Stand aſide, 'reply'd Diogenes, you prevent 


my enjoying the benefit of the ſun. 
Alexander was extremely ſurprized to 
find a man who was above the world. 


Who. of the two-1s the richeſt, ſaid Diogenes? 


He who is content with his clbak and wallet, 


or be who is not ſatisfied with a kingdom, 


hut expoſes himſelf to a thouſand dangers to 
enlarge his Dominions ? Alexander's, cour- 
tiers were much provoked, that ſo mighty 


a king ſhould ſo greatly honour ſuch a dog 
as Diogenes, who never roſe from his 
ſeat when the king came to him. Alex- 
auder perceiv'd it; and as he went away 


ſaid, If I was not Alexander, I would be 


Diogenes. | 

In his paſſage to AÆAgina, he was taken : 
by pirates, who carried him to Crete, and 
expoſed him to ſale. He bore this mis- 
fortune with wonderful patience, it ſeem'd 
to give him no manner of concern, See- 
ing one Xeziades, a gentleman of a good 
mien and well attir'd : Sell me, laid he, to 
this man, for I plainly ſee, that he wants a 
maſter. As Aeniades drew near to buy 
him, Come child, ſaid he, come and pur- 
chaſe a man. Being ask d, what he could 


do; he immediately reply'd, that he bad 
the ele of governing men. Cryer, (aid he, 
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ery aloud in the market, that, if any. one 
ftands in need of a maſter, let him buy me. 
His owner not permitting him to ſit down, 
he ſaid, Fiſh are bought and ſold, be ;heir 
poſture. what it will : and I cannot but won> 
der, that when men buy alid of a kettle, they 
try it with their fingers whether the metal 
Je ſound or not; but when they buy a- man, 
they are contented if they only : ſee Pg 
When the price was agreed, he told &eni- 
ades, that he ought to pay him all obedi- 
ence ; for, if 1 ſerve you as a pilot or 
phyſician, it matters ot whether I. am a 
flave or free, tis your part 70 obey me. 

Xeuiades gave him the tuition of his 
children, and the care he took of their edu- 
catiot was very extraordinary. He made 
*em get by heart the moſt remarkable and 
beautiful paſſages of the poets, and was at 
the pains of making an abridgment of his 
philoſophy for their uſe and ſervice. - He 
made *em exerciſe themſelves in wreſtling, 
hunting and riding. He taught 'em to uſe 
both the bow and the fling. He inur'd 
'em to a plain and ſimple diet, and to drink 
only water at their ordinary meals. He 
order'd *em to be ſhav'd cloſe to the skin. 


He led 'em often about the ſtreets in poor 


mean cloaths, and ſometimes without ei- 


ther ſhoes or coats. They in their turn 
were no leſs kind to Diogenes, taking fre- 
quent occaſions of recommending hin to 


their parents. 
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_ While Diogenes continued in a ſtate of 
ſlavery, his friends were ſollicitous for 
his deliverance. Vu are fools, ſaid he, you 
male me ridiculous : the lion is not a 
Slave to thoſe who feed him, but they who 
feed him are his ſlaves. | 
When the herald proclaimed, that Di- 
oxippas had vanquiſh'd the men at the 
olympic games; call em ſlaves, ſaid Dio» 
genes, tis I who have vanquiſp d men. 

To ſome, who ſaid to him, Do are old, 
Diogenes, it is now high time to take ſome 
repoſe. Mould you have me, he reply'd, 
Nlacken my pace within fight of the goal? 
would it not rather be more proper, more 
becoming to mend it? 

As he was walking the ſtreets, he took 
notice of a man who had drop'd a piece of 
bread, and was aſham'd to take it up; he 
reproved him for his folly, and to con- 
vince him, that no man ought to be aſham- 
ed of endeavouring not to loſe any thing, 
he tied a ſtring to a broken bottle and drew 
it thro? the city. ; 

He compar'd himſelf to a skilful muſici- 
an, who goes higher than the true note, 
that others may learn it. | 

To one, who was deſirous of being his 
ſcholar, he gave a ham of bacon to carry, 
and order'd him to follow him; but he 
being aſham'd to carry the ham through 
the ſtreets, threw it down and went away. 
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Diagenes meeting him ſometime after, V hbat, 
ſaid he, hath this ham of bacon diſſolv'd the 
friendſhip that was between ut? 1 
Seeing a woman, as he walk'd along, 
proſtrate her ſelf before the gods in ſuthr 
a manner, that ſhe diſcover'd her naked- 
neſs behind; Good woman, ſaid he, ſince 
the gods are behind you as well as before you, 
are you not afraid to appear before em in ſo 
indecent a poſtare ? IF 1 "If 
Reflecting on his paſt life, he ſmiling 
ſaid, that all the curſes in the tragedies 
were fallen upon him; that he was with- 
out city, houſe, or country; ſo poor, that 
he liv'd only from day to day, but that he 
oOppos'd his magnanimity to fortune, nature 
| to law, and reaſon to the troubles of the 
Scocul. g 
Upon a man's conſulting him what time 
was molt proper to eat; F you are rich, ſaid 
he, eat when you pleaſe; if poor, hen jou can. * 
| Being much intreated by the Aihenians 
to ãnitiate himſelf into their myſteries, the 
confidently affirming, that they, who did 
ſo, were prefer'd by the gods to the higheſt © 
) honours: in the other world; Diogenes an- 
ſwer'd, that he zhought it very ſtrange, 


/ 


8 that Ageſilaus aud Epimanondas ſhould con- 
7 tinue in the mare, while ſuch mean vretehes, 
9 ac they generally initiated, ſhould hade their 

h , abode in the fortunate Iſlands. | ET 
1 Being ask'd the reaſon, why he perfum'd 


his feet; The perfume, ſaid he, aſcends from 
the head into the air, from the feet into the 


* 


noſe, - 
9 
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An infamous eunuch having writ upon 
the door of his houſe, Let #o ill thing en- 
rer here; Which way, ſaid Diogenes, will 
the -maſter enter? ee . 
Some philoſophers offering to prove, 
that there was no ſuch thing as motion, 
he roſe up and walk'd. What are you 
doing, faid one of 'em to him? I am 
conſulting your Argaments, ſaid Diogenes. 
To one who was diſcourſing of aſtro- 
logy, he ſaid; How long is it ſince you came 
from heaven ? ff) inn Pie! 
Plata having defin'd a man to be an ani- 
mal with two legs without feathers; Dio- 
genes ſtripꝰd a cock, hid it under his cloak, 
and went to the academy: then pulling out 
the cock and throwing him into the mid- 
dle of the ſchool ; See here, ſaid he, here 
;s Plato's man for you, Upon this, Plato 
added to his definition, that this animal 
bath large broad nails, 1 50 
As he paſs'd thro Megara. ſeeing the 
children naked, and the ſheep. cloathed: 
with wool; Here, ſaid he, it 45 better to be | 
 @ ſheep than a child. EE SPC 
As he was at Dinner, obſerving ſome 
mice as they were eating the crumbs which 
fell under the table; Loot here, | ſaid he, 
Diogenes allo feeds his paraſite. 
Being ask'd at another time, as he 
was coming out of the Bath, whether 
many men were bathing there? he anſwer'd 
No: being ask'd again, whether the:crowd 
was not very great; he anſwer'd Ts. 


3 
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Being invited to an entertainment, he 
refus'd to go: I was there, ſaid he, yeſter- 
day, and had no thanks for it. 
To one, who, as he was carrying a: 
piece of timber, hit him with it unawares, 
and then bid him take care; Do you in» 
tend, ſaĩd he, ro hit me again? Meeting 
afterwards with an adventure of the like 
nature, he ſtruck the man with his ſtick 
who hurt him, and ſaid, Do you take care. 

He was ſo wet one day with the rain, 
that the drops ran down from all parts of 
his robe. Every one that beheld him 
was greatly moved with compaſſion ; but 
Plato, who happened to be there, faid, 
Hell be much more miſerable, ſhould you 
£0 away and take no notice of him. 

One day, ſome body giving him a blow 
upon his head, I did not knuw, ſaid he, 
that it was not ſafe to walk the ſtreets with- 
out a helmet. | | | 

Being ask*d--at another time, what he 
would have for a blow on the head? he 
'reply*'d, A helmet, er 

Midias, having beaten him cruelly with 
his fiſt, ſaid thus to him; 1f you cbhmplain, 
here are a hundred pieces for a fine. The 

next day Diogenes, with a gauntlet of iron, 
gave Midias a'.terrible blow on the head; 
TComplain, ſaid he, and yon fhall have the 
ſame recompence that you profer d me. 
Liſias the apothecary asking him, whe- 
ther he believed there were any gods 
Ha | 
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Can I, faid he, do otherwiſe than believe it, 
when I know you to be their greateſt enemy. 
Seeing a man one day, waſhing in wa- 
ter, hoping thereby to purify himſelf : Mi- 
ſerable wretch, ſaid Diogenes to him, th 
az continue to waſh till to morrow, it 
will not keep you from committing faults iu 
grammar; ud more will it purge away ihe 
crimes of which you are guilty. 2 
Seeing a boy in an immodeſt poſture, 
be ran E to his A. d . 


1 + 4 


ſcope, (a _— or 1 to foretel 1 mens 
fortunes.) This, ſaid Diogenes, is au extra- 
ordinary thing indeed, but it is to prevent 4 
mant periſhing by famine. 
He thought thoſe men extremely blame- 
able, who complain'd of providence: Ve 
pray, ſaid he, for thoſe things which ſeem 
good to us, not for thoſe that are really ſo. 
Diogenes being ſenſil le, that tho" his man- 
ner of life was generally approv'd of, yet 
there were few who followed his exam- 
ple: I am a favourite hound, ſaid he, but 
few, or none of thoſe that admire me, have 
courage enough to come and hunt with me. 
To thoſe who were terrified with dreams, 
he ſaid, That they took no notice of eie 
thoughts when waking, but were very ſo- 
licitous, even to ſuperſtition, of what "y 
thought when Sleeping. 
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D pon his ſeeing a woman carry'd in a 
litter; That cage, ſaid he, is by no meant 
_ proper for ſo iudiſferent a bird. | 

He was ſo much beloved by the Aube 
niaus, that they ordered a young man to 
be ſcourg'd for breaking his tub, and gave 
him another. | | 

When all men. extol'd Caliſtbenes's hap- 
pineſs, who had the privilege of Alexan- 
der*'s Table; For my part, ſaid Diogenes, 
I thiak him unhappy; ſince he can neither 5 
dine nor ſup but _ Alexander doth. 

When Crateras uſed his utmoſt endea- 
yours to perſuade him to live with him, 
Diogenes told him, that he had rather 
eat bread only at Athens, than live ſumptu-- 
og i hit pala. | 

When Perdiccas thfeatned to kill him if 
he did not come to him; Da will do a 
mighty action, ſaid Diogenes, the leaſt ve- 
2012045 creature. can do as much. I aſſure 
you, that Diogenes has no occaſion either 
for Perdiccas, or all his greatneſs, to improve” 
his happineſs. Alas ! the gods are extremely: 
liberal in beſtowing life on men, but the ſo— 
lid pleaſures of it are unknown 10 the luxu- 
rious. | 8 
To one, who had his ſhoes put on by 
his ſervant ; Thou wilt never be happyr (aid: 
be, P*wll he blows thy moſes are your 
hands of no ufe ? 3 

Seeing the officers leading a man to ex- 
ecution, who had ſtol'n a bowl out of the 
publick treaſury; Behola, ſaid he, the 
great thieves conduct * little ones. 

8 7 2 
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He often ſaid, that a rich man without 
learning was like a Br cover d with a 
golden fleece. 

As he was, on a time, in the publick 
market, he began to ſcratch himſelf ; Would 
zo G od, ſaid he, that ſcratching my belly 
would keep aw 2 hunger. 

As he was bathing one day, ſeeing a 
youth making motions in the water which 
were very unbecoming ; The more you ex- 
cel, faid he, the more blainable are you. 
| Seeing an Inſcription over a prodigal's 
door, to this effect, This honſe is to be ſold. 
T knew, ſaid he, that thy maſter's exceſſive 
drinking would force him to ſpew. 

To one who reproach'd him with being 
an exile ; Unhappy wretch, ſaid Diogenes, I 
am perfectly content, it was my E bane 
i'd made ine a philoſop her. 

To another, who faid, The Seen A 
have condemn'd thee to perpetual baniſh- 
ment; he made this anſwer; I alſo have 
condemn'd them ro ſtay in their wretched 
country, which lies on 1he coaſt of the Eux- 

| ine Sea. | 

| | Being once very preſſing to have his 

ftatue erected, and being ask'd the reaſon ; 

I did it, ſaid he, 10 accuſtom my ſelf 70 be 
lap pointed 

Being forc'd to beg by reaſon of his poꝰ 
verty, he ſaid to the firſt man he met, I 

thou ever gaveſt charity io any poor Min, 
give it alſu to me, if not, begin with me.” 

Being ask'd in what manner Diùnyſius 


| 
| 
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| 
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the tyrant entertain'd his friends; He ſes 
'em, reply'd Diogenes, like bags, hangs up 
the full, and throws away zhe empty. 
| Seing a prodigal eating olives in a ta- 
vern; Had you always, ſaid he, din d after 
this manner, your ſupper had now been bet- 
ter. 

He ſaid, That the irregularity of mens 
deſires was the ſource of alk their mis- 
fortunes. # 

That good men were the, images of the 

gods. 
. That the Belly was man's deſtruction. 

That a polite and eloquent diſcourſe 
was like a ſtream of honey; and that none 
were in love but the idle. 

Being ask'd, what was the moſt unhap- 
py condition in life; his anſwer was, 70 
be old and poor. 

Being ask'd at another time, what was 
the greateſt bleſſing of life; he reply'd, 
Liberty. 

Somebody enquiring, what beaſt bites 
worſt; Of wild beaſts, anſwer'd. he; 4 de- 
trafter ; of thoſe that are tame, a flatterer., 

Seeing a woman hanging on an olive 
tree, as he walk'd along one day, he ſaid, 
O, would to the 0 aid he, zhat all trees 


| bore 4 Rs. 
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eld too * 
Lebt Jede at another time, why 
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gold was pale; Ie is pale, laid he, becatiſe 
ſo many envy the poſſeſſing i 


To thoſe who ' advis? „ hi him to lend after 


his ſervant Manet, who had run away 
from him, he anſwered thus; Twould be 
very ſtrauge, ſince Manes could line 2 with- 


out Diogenes, f Diogenes could not live 


without Manes. 


To's tyrant, who deſir'd his Abtes what 
fort of braſs was molt proper for his ſtatue; 
The fame,” faid he, that Harmodius's and 
Ariſtogitonꝰ s were made of, who were ene 
mies r Fyrauts. 

As Plato one day was explaining his 


ideas, he made mention of the form of a- 


cup and table. Diogenes ſaid, that he did 
not uiiderſtand him. To fee a cup or table, 
ſaid Plato, you need only make uſe of your 


eyes, whereas, io comprehend their forms, 


' recourſe muſt be had to the underſtanding. 


Being ask'd what he thought of Socrates, 
he faid, He was a fool. 

' Upon his ſeeing a young man bluſh ; 
Take courage, [ai he, *:is the colour of 
virtue. 

Being choſen by two advocates to be 
their arbitrator, he condemn'd them both ;. 
the one, as guilty of the theft he was 


accus'd of; the other, for preferring an 
unjuſt complaint, he having loſt nothing 


but what he himſelf had ſtol'n from O 


r 
Being ask'd, why men beſtow'd their aims 


rather on the blind and lame, than on phi- 


Ne 
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loſophers; Becauſe, faid he, they may be- 
come lame or blind, bat have no hopes of be- 
ing hiloſo hers: - © 

ing alſo ask'd, whether he had a man 
or woman ſervant, he anfwer'd, neither; 
who then will bury yon, reply'd the perſon 
who propos'd the queſtion ? He, ſaid Di- 
ogenes, who watts my houſe. 

Being once upbraided with his having | 

been guilty of coining falſe money; It 15 
zrae, ſaid Diogenes, I was once, what thou 
uso art, but thou wilt never be what 
NR 
Ariſtippus meeting him as 5 he was -waſh- 
ing of herbs, addreſs d him thus; If o knew, 
ſaid he, mu mnie your W kings, you 
need not be at the trouble of waſhing herbe; 
and you, ſaid Diogenes, if you. knew the 
pleaſure. that there is in waſhing herts, you 
would never. giue your * the trouble to 
male court to kings. _ 
Coming into a ſchool, and ſeeing many 
pictures of the muſes and goddeſſes, and 
but very few ſcholars; Maſter, ſaid Di- 
ogenes, you have here many ſcholars, but 
then, ſaid he, I count the Deities. ' 

Being ask'd, what country he. was of, 
TI am a citizen of the world, ſaid he, inti- 
mating thereby, that a wiſe man oyght not 
to confine himſelf to any one particular 
country. 

„ Importuning a prodigal to give him a 
mina, Why, ſaid he, do you beg an obolus 
of hers : : becauſe, reply d he, I hope to re- 
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cerve their charity another time, but fear 
that it will never be again in your power to 
relieve me. TAL 
At another time, being asked whether 
death was an evil, How can that be, ſaid 
he, when we do not ſee. him when he at- 
racks us. ) 
Seeing once an unskilful archer as he 
was ſhooting, he ran and ſat down before 
the mark, for fear he ſhould hit him. 
Antiſthenes being very ſick in bed, Droge+ 
nes viſited him in his chamber, and ask'd 
him if he wanted a friend; giving nim 
thereby to underſtand, that in the time of 
affliction a ſincere friend was abſolutely 
neceſſary; for Drozenes was ſenſible that 
 Antiſthenes was very impatient under his 


ſickneſs. At another time, having hid a 


dagger under his cloak, he repeated his 
viſit. Mbo, reply'd Antiſthenes, will deli. 
ver me from the pains under which ] lan- 
gniſh? Diogenes pulling out the dagger, 
laid, See, here is your deliverer. I want 
ſaid Antiſthenes, to be rid of my pains, not 
my life. Ik : 

To one, who told him that the Azhez:- 


aun made a jeſt of him, he ſaid, what avails 
- their laughing at me, perhaps the aſſes, when 


they bray and ſhew their teeth, make à jeſt 


I do not mind them. | 7 
Being ask'd, why every one call'd him 


e them; but as they do not mind the aſſes, 


dog, 1 wag my tail, he ſaid, to thoſe who 


uy 
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careſs me, bark'at thoſe who give me nothing, 
and bite thoſe who hurt me. 
Being again queſtion'd, what kind of 
r dog he was; he anfwer'd, When hungry, 
d Ian a hound and fawn on all I meet, but 
= | when full a naftiff, aud then I bite all I meet. 
Seeing the orator Anaximenes pals by, 
who had a very large belly, give me ſome 
of your belly, aid Diogenes, you will eaſe 
your ſelf, and very much oblige me. 
's Being blamed for eating in the ſtreets 
d and market, he faid; It was there that 1 
n Lappen d to be hungry. Ph.D) | 
f Upon his return from L «videibus to A- 
y I thens, being ask'd whence he came; he. 
at immediately reply*d, I have' been among 
is men, and am now come to —— with 
a i women. 
is He compar'd the moſt beautiful courti- 
fans to good wine with poyſon in it; he 
z- Wl alſo called them the queens of kings, be- 
r, cauſe they obtain of NEAL... whatever | "they 
ut have a mind to. | 
0¹ As one was admiring the great number 
of offerings hung up in the temple at Samo- 
i- thrace, by ſuch as had eſcaped ſhipwreck; - 
tis I Their number, ſaid Diogenes, would have a1 
been mach greater, if every one who had 
teen caft away, bad made bis bblation: © 
„ As he was eating one day in the publick 
ſtreets, a great number of people flock'd. - 
m bens him and call'd him dog; Vir are 
ho mn dogs, ſaid he, who eg. thus <bout . 
e ele 2 ant eating. 1 | 


A very unskilful wreſtler, who was able 
to live by his profeſſion, having turn*d phy- 
ſician; Jox have now, ſaid Dio 2 a fair 
opportunity of revenging your ſelf _ Kae, 
who won the prize from Yor 

Seeing 4 . courtezan's ſon, ho Was 
throwing ſtones among a crowd; Have'a 
care, child, laid he, leſt yur bis your fa- 
ther. 

Upon a man's demanding back his cloak, 
If you gave it me, ſaid Diogenes, it is now 
my property; but if you only. lent ie, I will 
then uſe it for my ig: fn opt ill agg 
leſt occaſion for ii. 

Being ppbraided- with. his Arwhing in 
taverns, I am ſoav a, faid he, in a barter's 

0] AS Vs) 

4; Hates a perten conjmended for hi# 
liberality to him, I ozghe, ſaid he, ro be ra- 
ther commended far deſerving hes charity); 
Being ask'd, what. advantages he re aped | 
from philoſophy:3 :f only, learnt#o bear wk | 
7 * the calamities 4 Te, ons ſaid he, if 


I hall be ſatesfied. | 
Hearing that the eee had declared 


= Alexander to be the god Bacehus ; he | 


delir'd in deriſion, to be made Serapis. 

'To one who reproach'd him with his ly- 
ing in uncleanly places; The ſun, anſwer'd. 
he, ſhines ! a as pon ane being Pol- 


luted. 


A 4 1510 nin aying to — whence 
comes it to paſs, that thou, who knoweſt 
nothing, ſhouldeſt yet pretend to he * 
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loſopher ? Diogenes reply'd, If had no o- 
ther merit, than the being able to contradict 
the philoſophers, i alone would be Suff- 
cient. 

Upon a man's ; recommending his ſon 
to his tuition, and telling him, at the ſame 
time, that he was a youth of excellent 
parts, a great ſcholar, and of a ſweet diſ- 
poſition ; Diogenes heard him with abun- 
dance of patience : at laſt he ſaid; If he 
is already fo fully accompliſpod, he has no bc- 

caſion for my e ; Fo what Hurpoſe 
aid you bring him hither ? 

He crowded one evening into the thea- 
ter, when the play was over, and the com- 
pany was coming out. Being ask'd the 
reaſon of ſo ftrange a proceeding ; he an- 
ſwer'd, Is was always my reſolution to do ſo. 

Dionyſius the tyrant, being driven from 
ng retir'd to Corinth, where he ſet 

up a ſchool to keep himſelf from ſtarving. 
Diogenes went one day into his ſchool, 
where he heard his boys crying;  Diony- 
ſius imagining that he was come to give 
bim conſolation in his preſent afflicti- 
ons; Diogenes, ſaid he, you oblige me ve- 
much ; you ſee in me an inſtance of the 
Suſtabilit of fortune. Unhappy wretch, re- 
ply'd Diogenes, I am rather ſurprixed 1 
ſee you alive, who have been guilty of fo 
. cruelties in your kingdom ; and I 
Plaiuly Hair he that you are now uo better 
4 * (hole maſter than you were a king: | 


U |; 
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Some perſons offering ſacrifices to the 
gods to bleſs *em with a ſon ; Da are 
more ſolicitous, ſaid he to them, about has 
ding a ſin, than an honeſt man. 

Hearing once a very beautiful youth 
talking obſcenely; Art thou not aſpam d, 
goung man, ſaid he, 70 draw a leaden Sword 
from. an. ivory ſcabbharl? 

He often faid, that they who talk'd well 
of virtue, and did not practice accordingly, 
Were like muſical inſtruments, which ſound 
ed agreeably, but had no underſtanding. 

Upon a man's ſaying, that he was not 
fit to ſtudy, philoſophy; Thou wretch, ſaid 
he, zo what purpoſe doſt thou then hive, if 
-zhox deſpaireſi of living well. | 
Seeing a young man behaye himſelf 
unſeemly..; Art zhox. not aſhaw'd, ſaid 
the, 0 depreciate thy nature, aud make thy 
ef worſe than ſhe deſign'd * nature has 
Herm d thee a man, and you eee to 
male your ſelf a woman. _ | 

He uſually ſaid, that all men were in 
ſtate of ſubjection; ; that ſervants were 
Maves to their maſters, and they to their 
paſſions; and that all things depended on 
cuſtom. That as thoſe, who lived voluptu- 
-ouſly and at eaſe, could not eaſily change 
their life; ſo, on the contrary, the con- 
tempt of pleaſure was delightful to thoſe, 
who. had, been exercis'd and. train'd;up-in:a 
dire manner. He thought modeſty to 

e a weakneſs; and therefore never ſoru- 
ꝓpled to commit the Yume acemi in 
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publick. it be good to eat, ſaid he, why 
may it not be done iu the publick places ar 
well as in your houſe ? | 

Being ask'd, where he would be buried: 
when he died; his anſwer was, that He 
world be thrown out into the open fields. 
What, are you not afraid, ſaid one, of be-- 
ing a prey to the birds and beaſts? Let em 

lay my ſtaff near me, reply'd Diogenes, that 
when they come, I may drive em away. 
The ſame perſon return'd, but you will 
then be inſenſible, Diogenes. If ſo, ſaid he, 
_ matters it whether they devour me or 
not: c 

Some report, that being eighty years 
old, he eat a piece of raw fleſh, which, for 
want of digeſtion, was the cauſe. of his 

Others ſay, that finding himſelf op- 
preſs*'d with age, he held in his breath till 
he died. His friends came the next day, 
and found him cloſely wrap'd up in his 
cloak, and not believing him to be aſleep, 
he being naturally extremely wakeful, 
they open'd his cloak and perceiv'd him 
to be dead. 0 : 
There aroſe ſoAharp- a conteſt among. 
'em, who ſhould bury him, that it cer- 
tainly had come to blows, had not the 
magiſtrates of Corinth interpos'd to pre- 
vent it. | 4 

Diogenes was buried with great mag- 

nificence, near the Gate which leads to 
the 1thmas. * alſo erected a pil- 
8 2 8 : 
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lar near bis grave, upon which was pla» 
ecd a dog of Parian marble. | — 
The death of this philoſopher happened 
on the ſame day in which Alexander died 
at Babylon, viz. in the x14th olympiad. 
He was afterwards honour'd with ſeveral 
ſtatues, which ſeveral private perſons e- 
rected to his memory, with very honou- 
rable inſcriptions. 
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75 WL 1 TEs, the Cynick, W 
Las contemporary with Po- 
"ok the ſucceſſor to Xeno- 
| —Q 9 crates, in the Platonicꝶ ſchool, 
— flouriſhed under the 113th - 
Iympiad. He was one of the chief diſciples 
of. the famous Diogenes and the: ſon: of 
Aſcondus, a Theban; of a very rich and con- 
ſiderable family. He happened one. day 
to be at a tragedy; where he obſerved, 
that Triephus diſpoled of all his wealth; in 
order to become a Cyrzck;.which ſo much / 
affected him, that he reſolved to follow. this 
example: he therefore ſold. his eſtate, a- 
mounting to two hundred talents, which 
he put into the hands of a banker, charging 
him to give them to his children, in caſe: 
they had but 4 {mall ſhare of wit: but that, 
if their thoughts were ſublime enough to 
make them philoſophers, he might then diſtri- 
baute that mony among the citizens of Thebes ; 
becauſe philoſophers ſtood in need of no- 
thing.  Hereupon his relations came one 
* to. entreat him 7 change his reſolu- 


-v; 
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tion, and diſpoſe of himſelf otherwiſe : but: 
he expelled them his 5 and even * 
ſued them with blows. 

In the ſummer ſeaſon Crates uſed to 
wear a very heavy garment, and in the 4 
of winter he was but ſlightly cloathed, 
order to inure himſelf to all the dardſhips 
and inconveniences of the feaſons; he 
would alſo enter into. peoples houſes with: 
great aſſurance, and reprimand them for a- 
ny thing which he diſliked; it was his 


cuſtom likewiſe to follow women of a. 


Jcandalous reputation, loading them with 
injurious words, which might provoke 
them to do the ſame: by him, and by that: 
means teach him to bear affronts on other- 


occaſions: his manner of living was 


mean, and he drank nothing but water like 


all. other C YB1CRsS: FO 
Metrocles, the orator, did not dare to ap- 
pear. any more in publick, becauſe he could 


not prevent ſome certain winds from break- 


ing forth, whenever he was ſpeaking ; the 
noiſe: of which gave him ſd much confu- 
ſion, that he | ſhut himſelf up in his houſe; 
where he reſolved to paſs the remainder of 
his life in a melancholy manner. Crates 
hearing this, eat a quantity of pulſe in or- 
der to fill his body with wind; then went 
to Metrocles's houſè, and ſaid many hand- 
ſome things to him, to: convince him that 
he had: no reaſon to be aſhamed, having 


done nothing that was ill ;, and that as all: - 


men were: liable ta the like, infirmities, it. 


* 
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would be ſurprizing that he were not alſo 
ſubject to the ſame. While he was ſpeak- 
ing, the pulſe, which he had eat, began to 
Work; which example of Crates made ſo 
great an impreſſion on Mezrocles, that he 
became ſenſible of his weakneſs, and laying 
aſide all regard to decency, he burned the 
writings which he had had of Theophraſtes,. 
whoſe diſciple he had been, and devoted: 
himſelf intirely to Crazes, who made him 
an excellent Cynick. Metrocles afterwards 
was very remarkable amongſt the philoſo- 
phers of his ſect, and had ſeveral diſciples. 
who were very famous : : but at laſt finding 
himſelf old and. infirm, he took. a diſtaſte. 

to life, and ſtrangled himſelf. 
_ © Crates was extreamly ugly, and i in an 6 
to make himſelf appear ſtill more frightful,. 
he had ſowed ſome fſheeps, skins to the out- 


de of his robe, ſo that when any one 


met him, they could hardly diſtinguiſh - 
what kind of an animal he Was; be was 
however very dexterous in all manner of 

exerciſes, and whenever he appeared in 
publick places, . either for wreſtling or any 
thing in. that nature, thoſe who were pre- 
ſent could not help.laughing at the oddneſs 
of his perſon and unuſual dreſs ;. but Cra-- 
tes was no ways ſurprized at this; 3 he uſed 
only to lift up his hands, ſaying ; Have pa- 
tience, O Cates, . they who rom. laugh at 
thee, 22 ſhed. tears pref. ently ; Jn; thow 
Halt have the pleaſure. of knowing that. they 


will: rbink” thee: happy, whilſt they are. np»: 


— 5 Z 


„ 
braiding themſelves with their own foolifſh« 
Ile went one day to a certain maſter, to 
defire that he would grant a favour to one 
of his diſciples, . and embraced his thighs: 
_ inſtead of his knees, which appearing ve- 
ry odd to the maſter, he ſeemed to be an- 
gry. : But Crates ſaid to him, J/hat doth it 
rpnify to thee? Are not thy hg bi part of thy. 
elf as well as 75 knees? © 5 ES. 
He uſed to ſay, that it was impoſſible. 
to find a man without faults, but that a 
pomgranate might be beautiful, altho' it 
happened to have à totten kernel in it. 
be magiſtrates of Athens charged bim 
with wearing of linnen,. contrary. to their 
order: Theophraſtes weareth liunen likewiſe, 
reply'd Crates, and if you are willing to ſee- 
it, ll. convince. you thereof immediately. 
The wazifrates, Fho could not believe it, 
 follow'd Crater, who led them to a bar- 
bers Thop, Where, laughing, at, them, he 
. ſhew'd them Theophraſtes with a ſhaving 


: Sloth about his neck, See, faid he, dath- 
abt Theophraſtes alſo wear linen: 1 


* N 1 


©" Crates required of his diſciples, that: 
they ſhonld not ſettle their affections on a- 
ny worldly riches ;. I am maſter of nothing: 
faid he, but what I hade learned, and have 
diſpoſed f tbe reſt to thiſe who admire pa- 
Fautry. He injoined them above all things: 
o avoid pleafure, becauſe that, nothing be- 
ing more becoming a philoſopher than freee- 
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dom, there was not a more tyrannical maf- 
ter than voluptuouſneſs. 

Hunger, ſaid he, expelleth love, which 
remedy, if not ſufficient, time muſt eſfect; 
yet if this will nut do, you have nothing left, 
but to take a rope and "bang our ſelf. _ 

Whenever te ſpoke of the corruptions 
| of his age, he could not forbear cenſuring 
the folly of men, who, to gratify their 
paſſions, would ſpare no coſt, even in the 
purchaſe of the moſt vile things, yet would 
ſhew their covetouſneſs in the laying out 
of the leaſt money, when it was to ac- 
— ſuch things as were good. and profi- 
table. 

He was the nor of that diary ſo 
much celebrated fince ; that ten minas be 
given to a cook; a drachma to a phyſician ; 
five talents to a flatterer ; + ſmoke to a good 
counſellor; a talent to a miſtreſs, and an 
| obolus to a philoſopher: 1 c 
When he was asked of what uſe phllo- 
| phy was to him; It teacheth me, reply'd 
he, zo live contented apoE; n withons 
care or aneaſineſs." 

Demetrius of Phaleris having ſent bim 
one day ſome wine with a few loaves,” Cra- 
res was highly | provoked, that Demetrius 
ſhould think that a philoſopher ſtood in 
need of wine; ſo returned the bottles in 
a ſurly manner, and ſaid, Ah ! would 40 

; = uw het Tae were - aſſo 2 of | 
bread... | 
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r going 10. do ; for; if thou, wile marry. 


J 


me, thuu canſt wat have any other riches. 
Hyparchia without heſitating, prefer'd Crates | 
to whatever ſhe poſſeſſed, and. to all her 
| Other pretenſions ; then put on @ C 
niels habit, and became even more im- 1 
were guilty of the moſt ſhameful. actions 
in the midſt of the ſtreets and publick 
places, regardleſs of any one that might 
ſee them; Hyparchia never would leave 
where, and went with him into all. man 
ner of company. 3 ä 


ccf ut 
One day being at an entertainment gi- 
ven by Lyſimachus, ſhe propoſed this ſo- 
phiſin to Theogorns the atheiſt, who hap- 
pened likewiſe to be there. If Theodo- 
% ras is not blamed for doing ſome 
certain things, Hyparchia doing thoſe 
«ſame things ought not to be blamed 
< neither. But Theodorus, in ſtriking: him- 
«, ſelf, doth nothing for which he ought 
to be blamed-: wherefore, ſaid ſhe, (gi- 
ving à box on the ear to Theodorus) | 
„ Hyparchia ought not to be blamed for 
<« ſtriking Theodoras.” He did not imme- 
diately anſwer this argument, but ſnatch- 
ing Hyparch:a's robe off of her back, who 
ſeemed not in the leaſt concerned at it, he 
ſaid, See, here is a woman who hath quit- 
ted what belongs to her ſex. © It is true, re- 
„ plied Hyparchia; but doſt thou think 
< that I am ſo much to be blamed for 
% having prefer'd philoſophy to the em- 
4 ployment-of a woman. 
From this hopeful marriage of Crates 
with Hyparchia, there ſprung a fon, whoſe 
name was Paficles, whom his father and 
mother took great care to educate in 
the Cyzick philoſoph 7p. 0 
Alexander one day, asked Crates, whe- 
ther he would not be pleaſed to ſee his 
country "rebuilt. 7s what purpoſe, reply'd 
Crates; ſome other Alexander may come 
He uſed to ſay, that he had no other 
country beſides poverty and the contempt 
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of greatneſs, which were out of the po- 


er of fortune; that he was a citizen of 
Diogenes, and conſequently free from all 


envy. 


Gne day he provoked | WE" roi che 


muſician, who gave him a great blow with 
his fiſt, which raiſed a bump on his fore- 
head : "whereupon Crates only put a piece 
of paper on the bump with; theſe words 


written upon it; This. is the work of Ni- 


codromus : and thus walked about the 
ſtreets with this writing on bis forehead. 

He ſaid, that the riches of great men 
were like trees which grow on the top 


of mountains and inacceſſible rocks; and 


3 


that none could come at the fruit of theſe 


trees except kites and ravens: and in like 
manner, that none could have acceſs to 


the favours of great men, ſave only flat- 
terers and women of a vile reputation; 
and that a rich man ſurrounded With flatte= 


rers was like a calf in the midſt of a pack 


of wolves. 


When he was . until What time it 
was proper for a man to apply himſelf to 
philoſophy : he anſwer'd ; Tl. gon come 
to underſtand, that thoſe who are iutruſted 
with the command of , armies, are nofing 
better than aſs-drivers. _ 

. Crates, like the reſt of the 0 nicks, de- 
ſpiſed all kind of ſciences, morality ex- 


cepted: He lived many years, and in the 


latter end of his life was quite bent with 
old age. When he was ſenſible of his ap- 
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proaching death, he ſaid, refleQing upon 
himſelf, Ah, poor hunchback. the length of 
D — 7 2 is bringing. thee to. thy grave, and 
thou ſhalt ſoon ſee the Ps: of * aud 
# died of old age. 

The time of his prenteſt reputation. was 
towards the 113th olymprad : he flouriſhed 
then at Thebes, and ſurpaſſed all the other 
Cynicks of ghoſe days. He was maſter to 

Zeno, Who was founder of that renowned 
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Df R R H O was — of the 
ſect call'd Pyrrhonii, or Scep- 
ticks : he was ſon to Pliſtar- 
chus of the city of Elea in the 
Peloponneſus. At firſt he ap- 
vly'd himſelf to painting; afterwards he 

became one (of the:difciples of Driſa and 

at laſt "of | Amaacincher-. the! philolppher, 

to whom he- was fo at F I that. he fol- 
low'd him ever: boar the / Wes, 1 

this long VoYage Pysrhs dil 

verſed with the 2 tha 

and all the other“ 'et ern 

and having got a thorough infight into all | 

their opinions, he found nothing ſatisfac- 

_ tory in them, but all things ſeemed to i 
him incomprehenfible. He thought that : 

truth lay concealed in the bottom of an { 

h 

b 


abyſs ; and therefore, that the beſt way 

_ was never to determine any queſtion, but 

to doubt of every thi | i 
He ſaid, that men were govern'd by the ir 
received opinions of the age; that whate- . 
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ver they did, was thro! cuſtom ; that al! 
things were try'd and examin'd by the laws 
and cuſtoms then eſtablifh'd in every patti- 
cular country; but, that it was not known 
whether thoſe laws were good: or evi in 
the nature of things. 
At firſt, Pyrrbo was "ood * cod nor 5 
| much known; he practis'd painting, and 
| ſeveral of his pieces which had ſucceed- 
ed very well „were kept for a- great 
while at Elea. He lived much by him- 
ſelf, and never came into any publick 
aſſembly. He often travelled about, but 
never told whither he was going. He bore 
all things without the leaſt concern af un- 
eaſineſs. He truſted ſo little to his ſenſes, 
that he would not go out of his way, 
neither for rocks, nor precipices, nor 
any other danger: nay, he choſe: ra- 
ther to be 'cruſhed in pieces, than avoid the 
meeting of a waggon; ſo that he was al- 
ways followed by ſome of his friends, 
who took care to keep him out of danger. 
— was of an even temper, and he went 
ways clad in the ſame manner. When⸗ 
91 he diſcourſed upon any ſubject, be 
ow: ſuid all that he had to fay upon it, alcho? 
at the perſons the ſpoke to happened, upon 
n ſome particular reaſons; to retire and leave 
* him alone; juſt as if thoſe perſons had 
at been attentive to him: He carried himſelf, 
r. in reſpect to all une wich the like 
ne indifference. . 
25 hens © happened one. day, chit Anaxarchus | 
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unluckily fell into a ditch; and as he was 


calling out for help, Pyrrbo, who was bis 


diſciple, paſs'd by without minding him, 
or giving him aſſiſtance. Every body 
blamed him for this, as being ungrateful 
to his maſter: but Anaxarcbus, on the con- 
trary, greatly applauded him for being 
thus really free from all manner of paſ- 
ſions, and for not m— the leaſt regard: to 
ny perſon. / 

In a very: ſhort time, Pyrrbo- s reputa- 


tion ſpread itſelf all over Greece. Several 


perſons embrace d his opinions; and the 


people of Elea growing acquainted with 


his merit, had. ſuch a particular vene- 
ration for him, that they created him high 
prieſt of their religion. The Azbenrans 


made him a freeman of their city; and 


Epicurus took ſuch delight in his converſh- 


tion, that he could not ſufficiently. admire | 


his way of living. Every body thought 
bim entirely free- from all care as well as 


vanity and ſuperſtition. Even Timon the 


philoſopher aflures us, that he was: as much. 
reſpected as if he had: been a demi-· god up- 


on earth. He quietly paſs'd away his life 


with his ſiſter Philiſte, who was addict- 


ed to philoſophy. He went to market 


to ſell little pigs and birds; he cleaned 
his own houſe, and fo: little regarded: 


what work he was about, that he would. | 


often waſh a ſow. 


One day, a dog rod 0 upon him to bite: 


him, but Pyrrho drove him back; upon 
ä lome who ſaw it, told bim, that 


. 


Fo 


he ated contrary to his prigeiptes!: To 


this he anfwer'd, Alas, it is difficult to part 


with our pre; mice; and 16 arveſt our ſelves 


entirely f human frailty ; ; this, however, is 


what' men onght to endeavonr- with the 11. 


| moft of their power and ability. 15 


Another time, as he was going over the 


len in a ſmall veſſel, there aroſe ſuddenly 
a-great tempeſt, whereby the veſſeÞ was in 


danger. They that were going over with 
Pyrrho, were prodigioufly frighten'd ; but 
Pyrrbo was eaſy in the midſt of the tem- 


peſt, ſhewing them a little pig by them 


that was eating with the fame unconcern 
as if the ſhip had been ſafe in harbour: he 
told them, That it became a wiſe man to 


endeavour to imitate the reſolution 'of rhat 


bttle animal, and remain unconoerned LY 


a ' tirtmmſtances whatſoever. 


2 being afflicted with an ulcer, the 
Been was forced to make him ode 
— ſevereſt operations, by eutting and 
burning the alcerous part; but Pyrrbho ex. 
preſs'd not the leaſt ſign of Pain, not ſo 


much as knitting his brows. That philo- 


fopher was of opinion, That the greateſt 


happineſs poſſible to be attain'd, was to be 


capable of forbearing to decide upon any 

matter before us. His diſciples all ee 
upon this one particular, which is, that 
we are certain f notbing. But ſome” 'Of 
them enquired after truth, as if it was poſ- 
ſible to diſcover -it ; others loſt all hopes 
of ever finding it; others thought 
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might very well affirm one ſingle thing, vit. 
That they certainly knew, that they knew 
nothing at all; but others queſtion'd, even, 
.. whether they "knew. that they knew no- 
thing. Some of theſe opinions had been 
broach'd before Pyrrbo's time; but as no 
body had ever profeſſed abſolutely doubting. 
1 every thing, therefore Pyrrhs hath been 

look'd upon as, the author and founder 
ol the Sceptic ls. 

P his philoſopher's reaſon for ſuſpending 
aur judgment, was this, that. we knew 
things only as they ſtand related to each 
ther, but not as they really were in the 
nature of things: for inſtance; the leaf 
of a willow tree ſeems ſweet to the goat, 
but bitter to men: hemlock fattens the 
quail, but proves poiſon to men. Demo- 
Pboon, who took care of Alexander's table, 
uſed to burn in the ſhade, but freeze in 
the ſun. Audron of Argas uſed to go over 
the Lybian ſands without drinking. What 
is juſt in one country, is unjuſt in ano- 
ther ;.as what is eſteem'd virtuous by ſome 
nations, is reputed vicious by others. The 
Perſiaus marry their own daughters, which 
the Greeks look upon an abominable crime. 
All women are common amongſt the 
Maſſagetes ;. which, cuſtom is an abomi- 
nation to other nations. Robbing is com- 
mended by the Cilicians, but puniſh'd by 
the Greeks. Ariſtippus is of one opinion 
aoncerning pleaſure; Antiſthenes, of ano» 
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ther; and Epicurus is of a different one 
from both. Some people believe a provi- 
dence, others deny it: the Egyptiaus bury 


their dead, the Iudiaus burn them; and 


the Peæones throw them into ponds. What 
is of one colour by the light of the ſun, is 
of another by that of the moon, and of a- 


nother by that of a candle. The throat of 


a pidgeon varies in its colours, aecording to 
the different ſides which we look upon. 
Wine taken moderately comforts the heart; 


but when to exceſs, it diſorders our ſen- 
ſes, and turns our brains. What is on the 
right-hand of one perſon, is on the left of 
another: Greece that lieth on the eaſt of 
ITraly, is on the weſt of Perfia. What is 
miraculous in ſome places, is often com- 
mon and ordinary in others: the ſame: 
man is a father to one perſon, and a bro- 


ther to another. In ſhort, the contrariety 


that we meet with in every thing, made 
Pyrrho and his diſciples ferbear deter- 
mining any thing; for they believed, 


that there is not any thing in the world 


with which we are perfectly acquainted, 
as it is in its own nature, and which we 
were not obliged to compare with other 
things, in order to be ſatisfied as to the re- 


lation it bore to them. As they were not 


acquainted with any truth, they exploded 


all kind of demonſtrations; for, ſaid they, 


A demonſtration ought to be built on 
fomething clear and evident, and that ſtands. 
in no need of farther proof. Now, there: 
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is no ſuch thing in Nature; for although 
a thing ſuould ſeem evident to us, we 
ſhould be yet obliged to ſhew the truth of 


the reaſon, for which-we think it ſo. 
Pyrrho, in imitation! of Homer, uſed to 


— men to leaves of trees, which 


continually: ſueceed each/ other, the ne-] 


raking the place of the old. He lived 


in very great repute, from the time he 
firſt made himſelf known; and died at- 


aft aged upwards of 90 years. | 
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4 =I 7 ON the philoſopher Audied 
- KS BE] ſometime in the academy; 
6 Y but he took ſuch a diſlike to it, 
©] that he laugh'd at all- the ſta- 
” tutes that were there obſerved, 
and daily ridiculed them; and he quitted it 
entirely. He took a robe, x ſtaff and a 
wallet, and embraced the ſedt of the Cynicks; 
but finding ſame few-things which did not 
ſuit with him, even in this ſect, he quali- 
fied it by introducing into it ſeveral of the 
rules of Theodorus, who was the diſciple - 
and ſucceſſor of Ariſtippas in the Cyre- 
naicſ ſchool. At laſt he ſtudied? under 
Wig e cf who ſucceeded: Ariſtotle. 
Bion had a penetrating genius, and was: 
a very good logician : he excelled in poe- 
try and muſick, and had a particular in- 
clination for geometry. He loved to live 
well, and led a very debauch'd life. He 
never lived long in one place, but went 
from town to town, and would be at every 
feaſt, where he was particularly happy in 


I. 


. 
\, 
* 


e 
making the company laugh, and ſetting off 
the brightneſs. of his parts. As he was 
very pleaſant company, every body was 


— * 4 8 N 


fond of entertaining his. 
Bien hearing one day, that ſome of his 
enemies had ſpoken very freely to king 
Azntizonus about the meanneſs of his birth; 
he took no notice of it, and gave not the 
leaſt ſign of his knowing any thing of it. | 
Autigonus ſent for Bioa in hopes to puzzle 
him, by ſaying to him, Give me an ac- 


corn of thy: name, thy country, thy family, 
aud the 4 — of = —_ Bios was | 
not at all ſurprized at this, but anſwer'd ; 4 
My father from à bond-man was made free; 1 
Be uſel to ſell bacon and ſalt butter: it was | 
act poſeble: to know, whether heretofore he = 
was hraſoe or ugly, by reaſon of the ſe- , 
veral.ftiripes bis maſter bad given him ov ; 
the: fare, which  quite- disfigur'd bim: be t 
was: @ Scythian by natian, and came origi- t. 
nally from the borders of the Borhiſtnenes c 
he became acquainted with my mother ma - t 
| houſe of ill fame : there it was that they 6 
at loft celebrated their hopeful nuptials : I tl 
Know wot what crime my father happen'd to 2 
be 2 3 of but he, his wife and his children ; 
were all ſold: I happen'd to be then a little * 
boy, handſom enough, and was bong ht 7 an Fo 
orator, who when he died left me all he bad: 10 


upon which I immediately tore his will, nac 

' threw it into the fire, and then retired to A- 8 
thens, where I apply my ſelf to philaſapby. 7 
Ne yon are as well acquainted with my name, Pi. 


my country, my father, and my family, as J 


ain my elf; for this is all I co 1 eder 


come 45 the knowledge of : Perſeus and 


Philonides have nothing no more to do, but 


170 raiſe ſtories of ine, in order io divert you. 
Bion being ask d one day who was the 
unhappieſt of men; he anſwered, that it 
was he, who moſt eagerly purſued after hap-" 
pineſs, and e fo. lead 4 quiet and 
eaſy, life. y 
young man ask'd him at another time, 
whether it was proper for him to marry; 
to which he reply d, Ugly women are apt 
to turn our ſtymachs, and beautiful women 
A . 1 1 
_ He ſaid, chat old age Was the eg h 
all evils, into which all misfortunes e | 
ed together ; that men ſhould- rere 
number of their years. only with *Felpe 

to the figure they had made in the w 95 
that beauty was an external Soden, Bok 
dep ended, not on us; 3, and. that Wea th was 
the ſpring” of alf great” undertakin ih, Il 
Without, it nothing coul fade ; 


tho” our abili ities b e pc great t i ali 


har teſßects. 


ecting. . Ong. has with, a man who had | 


waſted an his eſtate in Akut he fafd to 


earth. 


bim, The 7 th ſwallow'd # 1 Ampblargus, | 


but than haſt |; 14 5 4 5 
4 5 


| 2 reat ak er, ug \ 
ing ro oub 9 Nu ing jim that he de 


beg. Þ our. o T bi... Bien 1 
12 I 2 
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| Kreft from me, provided i ebat tho ſend any 
ether perſon to acquaint me with thy re- 
zueſt, aud thou comeſt uot in perſon. © 


Another time he happen'd to be in the 


ſame ſhip with ſeveral wicked perſuns, and 
they were taken by pirates ; upon- which 


the rogues ſaid to each other, Me are quite 


undone if we are diſcover'd. And I am un- 
done, ſaid Bion, + Tam not diſcovered. 


One day, a certain envious man, who 


looked extremely ſullen, coming to him, 


he ſaid unto him, Hath any misfortune hap- 


rd unto thee, or hath any other man met 
with ſucceſs in his affairs ? py 
Whenever he ſaw a covetous man paſs 


by him, he aid unto him, Thon art not 
| maſter of . thy ate, but *hy Male is maſter 


of thee. 

He ſaid, that a covetous man took as 
much care of his eſtate, as if it really be- 
long'd to him; but that he dreaded mak - 


ing uſe of it as much. as if it belong d to 


1 


another perſon.” 1 0 
He thought that the greateſt of evils was 
that of not being able to bear evil... 
with old age, fince : ll men wins to ar · 
rive. at it. Pp. 
That it was uch detter to give of that 
: which, belong'd to "ys, chan to deſire the 
: gods of another? 24) becauſe men might be 
_ happy: with, 4 Tinalf 'competehicy/; bur . 
1 they were always a When in 
5 vingcondition. MR 


That no uy ought to be uf pbraided 


ps” fa” 8 r 


et” 


c 
4 er 8 
3 


gufded by p prudence. 


B10) ooh 
That raſhiieſs ſometimes became, a 4 
man; bot, that old men ſhould. Reg 


That when once we had made friend- 


ſhip with any one, we ought to keep it, 


leſt it ſhould be thought that we had made 


friendſhip with a wicked perſon, or that we 


had fallen out with a man of honeſty. _.. 
He told his friends, that they then had 


reaſon to believe, they had made ſome; pro- 


greſs in philoſophy, when they found 


themſelves as inſenſible of anaffront, as of 


A compliment. i 
He was of opinion, that prudence . was 


2s much ſuperior to all other virtues, as 


the ſight was to the reſt of the ſenſes. 
That impiety was but a very bad com- 

panion for conſcience ; ſince it was ex- 

tremely difficult for a man to ſpeak bold- 


ly, when his conſcience upbraided him 


with ny thing; and when he knew, that 
me divinity was July provoked ag 
— 23 


That the way which led into hell was 
very eaſy, ſince men went thither blind- 


fold. | 
That thoſe who could not ſoar to the 


heights of philoſophy, but apply'd themſelves 
to humane learning, were like Pexelepe's 


lovers, who never converſed but with the 


maids, beeaufe | wa ROK, not l ths 


miſtreſs. WA 
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One da Bion, being at Rhodes, took 
notice that every "Athenian, who happen'd 
then to be in ak Iſland, apply'd himſelf 
to the art of oratory and declaiming; up- 
on which he began to teach philoſophy .: 
but ſomebody blaming him for not doing 
as other people did: bat, aid Bion, 
would you baue me ſell barley, having brought 
wheat alon * me? He uſed. to ſay of 
Alcibiades, that in the prime of his youth, 
the debauched husbands from their wives; 
but when he arrived to manhood, he de- 
bauched wives from their husbands. A 
Being asked one day, why he had not 
prevailed with ſome youth or Other to 
dive with him? becauſe, ſaid he, ſhe cheele 
is not to be taken with 4 hook. | 
Whenever any one ſpoke to him of the 
puniſhment of the Daxardes, who were 
ſentenced to be perpetually. drawing up 
water in veſſels with holes in them ; he 
ſaid, That he ſhould, think them much ore 
70 be pitied were they condenmed 70 Ec 
in veſſels without holes. 

During his ſtay dt Rhodes, he Zebaucheg 
55 of Phe youth, in order to ſecure to 
himſelf an intereſt in that country. 

At laſt, having led a moſt infamous life, 
he fell ſick at Chalcis, and continued i in a 
1anguſſhing , condition for a long while, 
As he was extremely poor, and had not 
even where withal to hire a "perſon 00 take 
care ot him, king Antigonus ſent him two 
Daves, and — him with a chaiſe, 
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that he might follow him whenever he 
: thought . 

Ix is ſaid, that Bion, during his fi ckneſs,; 
repented of having contemn'd the gods; 
that he intreated them to deliver him out 
of that lamentabſe condition: that he uſed 
to· ſmell to the fleſh of thoſe victims Which 
had been ſacrificed unto them : nay, he 
eonfeſs'd his crimes ; and was fo weak, as 
to implore the help: and aſſiſtance 'of an — 
old ſorcereſs, to whom he gave himſelf 
up entirely: and to whom he ſtretched. 
out his neck and. arms, that ſhe might tie 
her charms to em. lie ran into the moſt 
extravagant ſuperſtitions : he covered his 
dobt with laurel, and would do any thing 
in the world to preſerve his life, but all 
to no purpoſe; for poor unhappy.. Bium 
died at laſt, fink in under the diſtempers- ſh 
his debauched life Ad brought N bim. 1 f 
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EPICURUS. 


aPICURUS, of the Fam 115 


5 of the Philaide, was born at 
Acbene, about the 10gth 0-, 
il lympiad, At fourteen years of 


lofophy, and purſued his ſtudies for ſome, 
time at Samos, under yr agen the Fr 
tronic; but nat reli bis dectrine, h 
left his ſchool, and had no other ma — 
It is ſaid, he taught r, but growing 
ſoon weary of it, he laid it adde. He 
was much delighted in reading Democri- 
tus's books, which afterwards of con- 
ſiderable ſervice to him, in Fqmpoling his 
ſy ſtem. 

| "Ar the age of two and thirty years he 
taught philofphy. at Mitylene and Lampſa- 
cut. Five years after bs returned to A- 


thens, where he itiſtituted a new ſet. He 


purchaſed a fine garden, which he cul- 
tivated himſelf. Here it was that he 
founded his ſchool. ; He and his feho- 


age he applied himſelf to phi- 
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Hats lived together in a very ſweet agree · 
able manner; he inſtructed them both as 
he walked and worked, and obliged em 
to get his precepts by heart. Great num- T 
bers came from all parts of Greece both 
to ſee and hear him in his retirement. 
Epicurus was a perſon of great candour 
and ſincerity. He was courteous and affa- 
ble to all perſons, and had that tender- 
nefs and affection for his friends and re- 
lations, that he gave *em all he had. There 
was nothing which he more recommended 
to his ſcholars, than to uſe their ſlaves 
with elemency and mercy; he treated 
his own with ſurprizing humanity, allow--- _ 3 
ed them the liberty of ſtudying philoſophy, if = 
and took care to inſtruct em as if they „ 
were his ſcholars. | 
Epicurus was contented with bread NE, 
water, fruit and peaſe, which grew in his 
garden. He often uſed to ſay to his ſer- 
vants, Bring me a little milk and abeeſe, 
that may feaſt and regale my ſelf when-- - 
ever I will. This, ſays Laertins, was the 
life of Epicurus, whom ſome malicious 
perſons repreſent to the world, as a vo- 5 
luptuous man. | 4 
Cicero in his Tuſeulas Queſtions, 8. 
cout, O good gods hom great was the ab- 
ſtinence of Epicurus ? | 
As his ſcholars imitated his \ virtues, they 
contented themſeves with peaſe and milk, 5 | | 
as their maſters did; and tho' ſome among | = 
em drank a little wine, the greateſt part 9 


L+ 3. | | 1 
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drank nothin g but water. Epicurus would 
not ſuffer his followers to make a com- 
mon bank, as the ſcholars of Pig, 
did, it being rather a mark of diſtruſt than 
friendſhip. Met? 

Hie believed there was nothing more 
great and noble than the ſtudy of philo- 
ſophy ; that young perſons. could never 
begin it too ſoon ; and that they who 
were old, ought never to grow weary of 
it, ſince the. end they propoſed thereby 
was happineſs ; the only end which all 
mankind ought to have in view. 

The felicity, of which the philoſophers 
diſcourſe, js a natural felicity ; ; that is, 
ſuch a ſtate of happineſs as may be attain'd 
by the ſtrength of nature. Epicurus makes 
it to conſiſt in pleaſure; not ſenſual plea- 
ſure, but in the health of the body, and 
tranquility of mind: to poſſeſs theſe two. 
bleflings together, was, as he thought, the 


ſoxereigu good. 


He taught, that virtue was the only 
means of making life happy; becauſe no- 
thing is more pleaſant, than to live wilely, 


according to the rules of prudence, ho- 


nour, and juſtice ; to have nothing to re- 


5 proach us; to be conſcious of no crime ; 


to injure no man; to do all the good. 


5 pofſible; : and never to be wanting in the 


6 5 . 
7 * 


common ſociable duties of life. He in- 


fer'd from hence, that none but good. men. 
could be happy; and that virtue N hap 
dels were eee, „ 


883 
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. & He inceſſantly commended temperance 
and ſobriety, which wonderfully contri- 
bute to the keeping the mind in a ſtate. 
of tranquility, to the preſerving the health 
of the body, and to the repairing it When E 
weaken'd or decay'd. We maſt, faid he,, 
accuſtom our ſelves to live upon a. little, 
which is the greateſt riches that a man can 
acquire. Beſides, the moſt common. ordina- 
ry things are as pleaſing ta 4 man when 
mungry, as the greateſt deltcacies.. He are 
ever better than when we feed upon ſimple 
diet; the head is never out ef order, the 
mind is at liberty, and has always the ſa- 
tisfaction of being able to apply. itſelf to the 
ſearch after iruth,, and ta, enquire the rea- 
ſons why in all our actions we are rather 
iuclin d to follow one party than another. 
Ina word, the entertaiuments, which we 
1 make from time to time, become thereby more 
: agreeable ; and when a man has learn'd to 
be. ſatisfied with: the litile which nature re- 
| quires, he is litter prepared to bear any ſudx 
„ den change of fortune, than. if he had always 
| Ffeafted upon gdaintics: He added, furcher, 
— that we can never be too careful in avoid- 
1 ing thoſe exceſſes which impair the health 
. and ſtrength of the body, and ſtupify the 
1 mind and tho? all pleaſure be of it ſelf 
= i deſirable, yet we, cannot keep it at, io 
- great a diſtance, When the cuil that, At». 
* 
EC 
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* 


tend, it, are ſuperior. to the ſatisfaction. ; 1 
0 and that ic is alſo, beneficial, co us to, ſuf⸗ | 
e fer any evil, when, tis. certainly recom- | | 


penc d with a greater good. 
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He believed, that contrary to ke Spi- 
nion of the C0 renaickt, indolence was a 
conſtant and perpetual delight; ; and that 
the pleaſures of the mind were much more 
affecting than thoſe of the body: The body, 
ſaid he, is only affected with preſent Paiu, 
whereas the mind, beſides its preſent in- 
cumbent evils, is equally Jens ble both of peſt. 
aud future. 

He held, der the ſoul was corporeal, 
becauſe it gives motion to the body, and 
is partaker of its joys and infirmities; it 
awakes us on the ſudden when we are faſt 
aſleep, and makes us change colour, ac- 
cording to its different motions. | He aſ-- | 

firms, it could have no relation with the. | 
body if f it were not corporeal. 5 | 


"FAVE g. enim 8 rangi 1a corpus nulla 
Poteſt r _ 


"oe niigined: the four to be nothing elſe 

| | bat a fine thin cloth ſpread over all the 
| body, of which ir was as much a part as 
the leg, hand, or head; from whence he 
concluded that it died with the body; that 
it vaniſhed like a vapour, and was deſti- | 
tute of ſenſe as well as the body; and 
conſequently that death was no evil, nei- 


thet was it to be feared as ſuch. All good” 5 { 

and evil is in the ſenſe, but death is a de- 

privation of the ſenſe, and is therefore to be £ 
regarded as nothing to us. While” we are ˖ 


in * death f is not preſent ; 4 and earl | 
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death is preſent, then we are not. While 
we are in this world, it is natural to us to 
deſire to live While lite is pleaſant, but 
that Wwe ought no more to regret the lea- 
ving it, than to riſe pp ale after 4 full 
and plentiful meal. 15 fy" ? 
He ſaid, there were few who knew how 
to make a right uſe of life; that the gene- 
rality of men were diſlatisfied with their 
preſent ſtate; every one propoſed to live 
more happily for the time to come, but 
were ſurpris'd by death before they could: 


put their projects in execution; and that 


this was the thing which made man's life 
fo extremely miſerable. This being the 
caſe, it was beſt for a man to enjoy the time 
preſent, without thinking on the future; 
and not to meaſure the happineſs of life by 
the number of years, but by the 1 
he enjoy d. A ſhort and pleaſant life, he 
aid was much more defirable than a lon- 
ger that was full of cares and forrow; a8 
at an Entertainment we do not chooſe the 
moſt in quantity, but the meat that is 
ſweeteſt and beſt dreſs'd, And that if we. 
reflect, that after death we ſhall for ever 
be deprived of all the bleſſings and com- 
forts of life; we ſhould alſo conſider, that 
we: ſhall have no more deſire to poſſeſs 
dem than we had before we. came into f 
bs 1 vr 
A further laid, that nothing argued. a 
greater weakneſs, than to fear the ſtories 
that — of. Hell. enn N * . 
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| Tantal, „Si phus, T. ftyns, and of the daugh- 


ters of Danant, were nothing but fables, in- 
vented with deſign to let us know, with 
what violent paſſions men are tormented 
in this world; and that therefore we, ought” 
to diveſt our ſelves of all thoſe terrors, 
as ſerving to no other end, than to di- 
ftard the peace and quiet: of life. ST 

He made liberty to conſiſt in an entire 
indifference ; he rejected fate; he look'd- 
on the art of divination as a ludicrous: 
thing, believing it impoſſible for any one 
to know thoſe contingencies,” which ha- 
ving no neceſfary cauſe; depended on the 


| humour and caprice-of men 


He-ſpoke always of the ſupreme Being: 
with the - greateſt veneration; and was: 


| willing that mens ſentiments of nim ſhould 


be as noble and ſublime as poſſible. He 
exprefly forbid our attributing any thing to 


him, which was: inconfiſtent with his im- 
ny or ſovereign felicity. He it not 


impious man, ſaid he, abo rejeds tbe 


N whom tbe people adbre, but te, who + 


entertains the fame impertinent opinions of 
em a, the people dn.' 
He belived, that the ſupream Being had a. | 


right :o be ador'd for the excel lency of his 


nature; and that we ought to wor ſhip him 
upon that very conſideration, and not out of 
fear of puniſhment, or the hope of à re- 
ward. He highly blam'd thoſe ſuperſtiti- 
ons with which the people were abuſed, 
and were generally made uſe of as 4 pre- 
tence for the ee enormities. | 
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e The religion, under which he was born, 


,exempted not the gods from any of the 
paſſions to which we are ſubject. But 


Epicurus conſider'd em as beings infinite- 


1y happy, whoſe dwelling was in places 
extremely delightful; where there was nei- 
ther wind, nor rain, nor ſnow; where the 
air was lerene, and the light clear and 


ſniniog. He believed alſo, that the en- 


joyment of their happineſs v Was thew oo | 
pet ual employment, 

_ He baniſhed all thoſe notions nof.? em, as 
are generally apt to perplex mens minds. 
He believed their felicity to be abſolute 
and independent; that they were neither 
affected with our good nor ill actions: 
and that if they took any care of mankind. 


or concern'd themſelves with the govern- 5 . 


ment of the world, it would dilard their 
tranquility. 1 
From hence he infer'd, that znvocationk. 
prayers, and ſacrifices, were entirely uſe- 
leſs, and that it would avail us nothing 
under the evil and calamities which befall 
„ to addreſs the gods, and proſtrate our 
{ol before their altars; but that we ought 
to regard all things with an ait of indifte- 
rence, without being aſtoniſnd. 
He adds further, that our idea of the 
gods is not the reſalt- of reaſon; and 
that the fear we are in of thoſe bleſſed be- 
ings, proceeds from the vaſt prodigious 
phantoms, which, as we vainly imagine, 
in our dreams repreſen. themſelves, & to us. 
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Theſe, he thinks, threaten us with an 
air and ſpirit, which bear ſome proportion 
to their majeſtick mien, and, as we fancy, 
we ſee em do wonders ;- and theſe 
phantoms beng always returning; and 
_ -there being numberleſs marvelous effects 
whoſe caule is unknown, when people 
of little or no underſtandiſ contemplate 
the ſun, moon, ſtars, and their regular mo- 
tions, they preſently imagine thoſe noctur- 
nal phantoms to be eternal and omnipo- 
tent beings. They place 'em in the mid- 
dle of the firmament, becauſe, according 
to their conceptions, the thunder and light- 
ning, (hail, rain, and ſhow; - proceed from 
thence.” They inveſt dem with the -gui- 
dance of this admirable machine the world, 
and attribute to 'em all the effects of 
which they cannot trace the cauſe. This, 
as he pretends, was the real occaſion of 
mens etecting ſo many altars, as we ſee 
in the world; and that the worſhip, which 
we pay the gods, had no other 'founda- 
tion than theſe falſe terrors. ' 
As to thoſe enchanted places, wherein 
that gods are ſaid to*dwelF, Luctetins, who 
embrac'd Epic urus's doQrine, tells us, that 
we muſt not believe em to reſemble the 
palaces "of this ain Au e gods, by 


2199 


ire made, are inviſible to che ſenſes, and 
can hardly be peretiv'd'by the eye of the 

mind; it neceſſarily follows, that the place 
of their abode muſt bear — — 
to the tenuity of their nature. | 


* 
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All philoſophers agree, that according to 
the ordinary courſe of nature, nothing can 
be made out of nothing, and that ome- 
thing cannot be reduced into nothing. Ex- 
perience tells us, that bodies are made of 
the ruins of other bodies, and conſequen- 
ly that they have one common ſubje@, 
and that this common fubjett i is, what we 
call, original matter. 

There are many diſputes what this ori- 
ginal matter is. Epicurus believ'd it to be 
atoms, that is, little indiviſible bodies, of 
which, he pretends, that all things are 
fram'd. 

Beſides theſe atoms, he admits another 
principle, which is the vacuum, but does 
not conſider it as a principle of the 
compoſition of bodies, but only for mo- 
tion; Becauſe, ſaith he, if there were not 
little vacuums in nature, there could be no 
motion; the whole maſs of matter would 
continue perpetually fixed like a rock, and 
conſequently there could be no production. | 
He pretends, that theſe atoms have ex- 
iſted from all eternity, and that the number 
of their different figures is incomprehen- 
ſible, tho? finite; but that under every dif- 
ferent figure there is an infinity of atoms. 
He believ'd, that their weight was the 
cauſe of their motion, and that by s | 


| -ugainſt each other, they hang often to 


ther; and that the different manner No 
their arrangment produc'd all the effects 
we ſee in nature; all which were indebt- 
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ed for their beings to no other powers 
than chance, which occaſion'd ſuch a num- 
ber of atoms of ſuch and ſuch a figure 
to meet together. He compared -- theſe 
-atoms to the letters of the alphabet, which 
Formed diverſe words according to their 
different diſpoſition ; as for example, 
.eftre and reſte are two different words, 
tho? the letters are the ſame ; thus thoſe 
atoms, which compoſe certain bodies, 
-when plac'd and rank'd in ſundry man- 
ners, produce other bodies. Neverthe- 
leſs, he does not believe that all ſorts of 
atoms are equally proper for all ſorts of 
bodies, it being very probable, that thoſe 
which make a tod of wool are not fit to 
.make a diamond, as we often meet with 
ſeveral words of "differen letters. 

He further taught, that theſe little bo- 
dies were in perpetual motion ; and that 
from thence it was, that nothing conti- 
nued in the ſame ſtate; ; that ſome were 
diminiſhed and others increaſed by the ru- 
ins of thoſe that were diminiſhed; that 
ſome waxed old, others again received c 
daily new recruits ; and that of conſe- 
quence every being had its time in this 
world .: that as ſome things corrupted, the 
atoms which fell from 'em join'd them- 
| ſelves with other atoms, and form'd a 

y different from that to which they be- 
fore K Thus, tho' every thing has 
its time, and ſeems at laſt to vaniſh and f 
di liſappear, as if it was entirely annibilated, 
"nothing _ is periſheth. 


wheih! all the atoms were ſeparated from 
each other; and that by a fortunous con- 


courſe they compos'd an infinity of worlds, 


each of which periſh'd at a certain period; 
either by fire, as when the ſun approaches 
ſo near the earth as to burn it, or by ſome 
great and terrible concuſſion, "which over- 
turn'd all things, and laid this machine of 


the world in ruins ; and that there were 


ſeveral ways, by which each world might 
eaſily be deſtroy'd, but that another was 


immediately fram'd our of its ruins, which 


preſently began to produce new creatures. 
He believ'd that the world, which we now 


inhabit, was nothing. elſe but a heap of rub- 


diſh, the remains of that dreadful aſtoniſn- 


ing convulſion which formerly happen'd. 


Witness the horrible gulphs in the ſea, the 


long chain of mountains of an incredible 
height ; witneſs the ſpacious beds of rocks, 


ſome of which lie a croſs; others are low ; 
others high, and others floaping. _ Witneſs 


that great irregularity which is obſervable 


in the boſom of the earth; the ſubterrane- 


©. ous rivers and lakes. Witneſs alſo that 


ſtrange inequality on the ſurface of the 


earth, which is divided by ſeas, lakes, 


freights, iſlands and mountains. 
Epicurus held, that the univerſe. was 


boundleſs ; : that this great all had neither 


middle nor end ; and that from any ima- 


ginary point, the ſpace you had to traverfe 


was infivire 3 ; that * was no end of it. 
a 
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Epicurus imagin'd, that there was a time 


| 
: 
| 
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He. farther ſaid, that the flattering our 
ſelves, that the Gods made the world out 
of love to mankind, was extremely ridi- 


culous; there being no colour of reafon 
to imagine, that after they had continued 


ſo many ages in a perfect undiſturb'd 


repoſe, they ſhould think of changing their 


former peaceful manner of life for one 
quite different,; beſides, it was not very 
difficult to judge, by the many defects we 
ſee in the creation, that it was not the 
work of thoſe divine architects. | 


He held, that the earth was formerly as 


c:pable of producing men and other crea- 
tures, as it is now of producing rats, moles, 
worms and inſects. He imagin'd, that 


at its beginning, while it was freſh, 
fat, and nitrous, and by little and little 


was warm'd and enliven'd by the heat of 


the ſun, that ic cover'd itſelf with herbs 
and trees; that a great number of little 


tumours, like muſhrooms, began to ariſe 
on the. face of the earth ; and that, after 


a certain time, when every tumour was 


ripen'd to maturity, the skin broke, and 


produc'd ſome little animal, who retirin 


by degres from the humid place of its na- 


tivity, and beginning to breathe, the eatth, 


for its ſupport, ſupply*d it with little rivu - 
lets of milk, which broke out in thoſe 
— : 7 #17. 2197741861 
- Among this. vaſt variety of creatures, 
ſome were of a prodigious ſize; ſome had 
no feet; others had neither heads nor 
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mouths ; and others again had their limbs 
glued as it were to the trunk of their bo- 
dies; inſomuch, that many would una- 
voidably periſh, either for want'of propet 
nouriſhment, or through'their incapacity of 
multiplying their ſpecies by the union of 
the male and female : in a word, none 
would furvive but thoſe whoſe bodies were 
perfectly fram'd, and it is their ſpecies 
which at preſent dwell upon the face of the. 
earth. 3 a 415 1 it et MLS 
At this firſt beginning of the world, 
neither heat, .cold, nor wounds' were ſo 
violent as now; both theſe and all other 
things were then in their infancy : the 
men, who ſprang out of the earth, were 
mueh more robuſt than thofe of this age; 
their bodies, like wild- bears, were coverꝰd 
with hair; they found no inconvenience, 
either from their food, which was verx 
bad, or from the great inclemency of the 
ſeaſons: they lay ſtark naked upon the 
bare earth, where the night ſurpriz*d”*em ;* 
they had recourſe to the little fhrubs to ſhel- 
ter em from the rain; there was; as yet, no 
| ſociety among 'em; every man's thoughts 
were employ d upon himſelf, and all his 
care was, to procure the conveniencis he 
wanted. 1 On e | 
- The earth alſo had produc'd ſeverak 
great foreſts, whoſe trees grew daily; up- 
on this, men began to live upon acorns, 
ſtrawberries and wild apples: they had 
frequent „ with the boars and 

1 
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lions ; they united together to guard 
themſelves from thoſe ſayage beaſts; they 
built little huts; employ'd themſelves 
in hunting, and found out the way of 
making themſelves cloaths of the skins of 
the beaſts they killed. Every man made 
choice of a wife for himſelf, wr liv'd on- 
ly with her; this produc'd children, who 
by their pretty flattering careſſes ſoften'd 
the rough fierce humours of their fathers. 
This was the beginning of all ſociety. 

Neighbours, at length, contracted friend- 
ſhip with each other, which put an end to 
all acts of hoſtility. At firſt they ſignified 
their wants, by their fingers ; for their 
greater convenience, they afterwards. in- 
vented certain names, which they gave to 
every thing at a venture, and compoſed a 
jargon, of words, which they made ule of 
to. communicate their thoughts. The 
ſun had taught em the uſe of fire; be- 
fore they found it out, they roaſted the 
veniſon the had got in hunting. by the heat 
of his rays; but ſome lightning falling up- 
on ſome combuſtible matter, which im- 
mediately took fire, they being ſenſible of . 
its benefit, inſtead of extinguiſning it, en- 

deavoured to preſerve it; every one carried 
ſome of it to his hut, which ſerv'd him to 
dreſs. the meat he had provided, 

In proceſs of time they began to build 
| cities, and to divide the land among em, 
tho? very unequally: they, who excell'd 
in i or PONGTer had the largeſt _—_ 
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They made themſelves kings, and con- 


ſttain'd the reſt of mankin'd to obey em; 
they alſo built citadels, to prevent their be- 
ing ſurpriſed by their neighbours. | 

| heir defence, ar that time, was their 
hands and nails, teeth, ſtones and clubs; 
theſe were the only arms they then uſed 
to determine their differences. 785 
_ Having burn'd ſome foreſts, of which 
*tis not neceſſary to aſſign the occaſion, 
they ſaw ſome metal which ran through 
the veins of the earth into little trenches, 
where it congealed ; the glittering of the 
ore fill'd 'em with admiration; ; they im- 


mediately concluded, from what they ſaw, : 7 . 
that by the means of fire they could mould 2 


it into what form they pleaſed: at 5ſt 


they only made themſelves arms, for which kg ©] 


purpoſe braſs was preferable” to gold, it 
carrying a keener edge: ſometime after 
they made bridles for their horſes, and 
ſhares to till and plough the earth; and at 
laſt they furniſh'd ae with. cu 
thing they wanted. | 
Before the invention of i iron, they: mile 
their cloaths of different things, which 
they tied together; but from the time they 
found out the art of making this metal 
ſerviceable to em upon every occaſion, 
they ſoon contriv'd the wearing of wool- 
len ſtuffs and thread, _ the AE 
of mankind. | 2 801 
Nature inſtructed em l in n the att of Gn 
ing : they had obſerv'd from the begin- 
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| > of the world, that the acorns, which 
7 fell from the oaks, produced other 'oaks 
not unlike their parents; according! y,when- 
ever they were inclin'd to raiſe a beauti- 
ful nurſery of oaks, they had nothing to 


| do but ſow their acorns. The ſame ob- 


ſeryation being likewiſe true as to other 
plants, they ſow'd the grain'of what they 
wanted; and perceiving that the plants in 
general grew better when the land was 
well cultivated, every one n to apply 
himſelf to agriculture. 

Thus far ſtrength and art revuipd; but 
as ſoon as gold began to be eſteem'd, and 
every one was charm'd with the beauty of 
the metal, they employ'd all their thoughts 
to poſſeſd themſelves of it. By this means 
fome particular perſons enrich'd themſelves 
to a great degree; the common people 

ſoon deſerted from their kings, who had 
nothing but force and policy to recom- 
- mend them, and went over to the rich. 
The kings were aſſaſſinated, and the govern- 
ment became popular; they erected laws, 
aud made choice of magiſtrates to put em 
in execution, and to take care of the com- 
| monwealth. 

As their Rerdeneſß abated; ſociety in- 
ereas d. They began to entertain each o- 
ther at their houſes, and when dinner was 
over, they den ghted themſelves with hears: 
ing the charming melody of the birds; 
theyendeavoured to imitate them, and made 
fongs" te the very ſame airs and tunes 
which they had learn'd of them. os 


- 
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The winds, which, as they blew over 
the reeds, made a ſweet agreeable mur- 
muring, were the occaſion of their in- 
venting the flute, and the admiration which 
the ſtars and planets inſpir'd em with, put 
'em upon the ſtudy of aſtronomy. *' 
Avarice ſoon crept in among 'em, and 


” 
ou 


corrupted their manners; they went=to_ 


war upon no other motive, than to make 
themſelves maſters of each others eſtate. 


This produc'd a great number of poets and 


painters, the one to celebrate their brave 
exploits, and the other to paint *em. The 
peace and tranquillity, which they after- 
wards enjoy'd, were the means of their 
bringing thoſe arts to perfection, which 


neceſſity had invented, and of finding out 


new ones for the convenience of life. 
As to the objeQion, that neither men, 
lions, nor dogs, are now generated from 


the earth, Epicurus ſays, That its 3 6 
FA 


i quite exhauſted ; as a woman advanced 

years is paſt child-bearing. That a field, 
' which has never been tilPd, produces at firſt 
42 more plentiful crop than it does afterwards. 


| That when a foreſt is grubd up, the future 
trees bear #0 reſemblance, either in heiwht 


or beauty, to thoſe which firſt grew in it; 
zus in a litle time grow wild, and de- 
generate into thorns and brarhbles. © 5 
There are yet, tis poſſible, ſome rabbets 
aud hares, boars, foxes, and other perfect 
animals produc'd by the earth; but as this 
happens in places unfrequented, we disbe- 
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lie ve it, becauſe unknown to us: ſo likewiſe, 
bad we never ſeen any rats but thoſe which 
were born of other rats, we fobuld hardly 
believe, that there were any who o, W , 
generation to the earth. 

The philoſophers ate divided. eoncerns 
ing the rule of knowing the truth. 
_ Epicurus held, That all certainty de- 

pends upon the ſenſes... That we know no- 
thing but by their report, And, that we 
have no other criterion of diſtinguiſhing 
what is true, from' what is falſe. _ 
| As to the: underſtanding, he believ'd, 
That a: firſt it had us ideas; that it was a 
kind of tabula raſa ; and that, when the 
organs of the body are form'd, its knowledge 
of things increaſes gradually by the media- 
tion of the ſenſes. That it can reflect on 
ebings abſent, and deceive itſelf in thinking 
em preſent, or employ itſelf on things which 
have 10 exiſtence ; ;' bat. the ſenſes, on the 
contrary,” perceive no objects but what are 
preſent ; and conſequently as to their exi- 
fence, hey cannot be deceived. In this 
cafe, he ſays, That i: 1s a mark of very 
great folly, to have recourſe to reaſoning, and 
nat to examine the report of our ſenſes. 

Various and different are the explicati- 
ons of viſion among the philoſophers. 
Epicurus believ'd; that a great many par- 
ticles perpetually flew off from the ſurface 
of all bodies not unlike to the bodies them- 
ſelves ; that theſe little particles fill'd the 
air; and that it. was by their means the ex · 

ternal objects were er png to us. 


—— 
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He moreover taught, that the ſinell, 
heat, ſounds, light, and other ſenſible qua- 
lities were not the ſimple perceptions of 
the ſoul, but that all theſe things were 
really without us in the manner they ap- 
pear; and that a certain quantity of fi- 
gured matter, moulded in a certain part i- 
cular manner, independent of all creatures 
whatſoever, was really and truly ſmell, 
ſound, heat, and light: for example, the 
little particles which continually fly off 
from the flowers of a garden fill the air 
with an agreeable ſmell like to what we 
are ſenſible of when we walk in it; that 
| when a bell rings, the air about it is fill'd 
with tinklings like the ſounds we hear ; 
and that, when the ſun begins to appear, 
we perceive in the air ſomething bright and 
luminous ; and that when the ſame thing 


- . appears quite different to two different 


creatures, it proceeds from the different 
Interior configurations of thoſe two crea- 
tures. Thus for inftance ; if the leaf of a 
willow is bitter to a man, and ſweet to a 
- goat, it plainly follows, that the internal 
configuration of a man and goat are not 
like to each other. This alſo is the reaſon, 
that hemlock, which fattens quails, is poi- 
ſon to a man. e 
- The Szoicks, who make profeſſion of a 
ſevere and rigid virtue, bur, at the bottom, 
are full of vanity, were extremely jealous 
of the great numbers of Epicarxr's follow- 
_ ers; his doctrine being quite different from 


7 
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_ theirs: accordingly they endeavoured all 


they could to blaſt his reputation; they 
fill'd their books with diverſe kinds of ca- 


lumnies againſt him. This is the reaſon 


that thoſe who liv'd afterwards, and knew 


nothing of Epicurus, but what they had 


from the Stoicks, have ſuffer'd themſelves 
to be ſurpris'd into an opinion. of his being 
a fenſual and profligate man; whereas, on 
the contrary, he was a glorious and emi- 
nent example of temperance and ſobrie- 
ty, and his morals were pure and uncor- 
rupted. 

St. Gregory. gives us an illuſtrious teſti- 
monial of the chaſtity of this philoſopher. 
&« Epicurus tells us, ſays this father, that 
e pleaſure was the end of man; and that 
« we might not imagine the pleaſure he 


& meant was ſenſual pleaſure, he liv'd a 
&« life no leſs regular than temperate, and 


, confirm'd the truth of his doctrine by 
ce the purity of his morals» 
Epicarus would never be concern'd in 
| the government of the republick, but pre- 
fer'd a life of peace and tranquillity to that 
trouble and perplexity which are inſepa- 
rable from ſtate affairs. 


The ſtatues which the Atbenians eredt· Y 


ed to his memory, at the publick charge, 
ſufficiently teſtify. his diſtiaguiſh'd merit, 


and the particular eſteem which they bad 
for this philoſopher. He was never aban- 


don'd by any of his followers, tho” their 
number was excecding great. end 
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Metrodarus excepted, who left him to ſtu- 
oy. in the academ under Carpeader, but 
this was only for fix months; he ſoon re- 
turn'd to Epicurus, and continu'd With 
him to the day of his death, he dying 
ſomtime before Epicurus. His ſchool con- 
tinued for ſeveral ages in the ſame flouriſh- 
ing condition, when all the ſchools of o- 

ther philoſophers were almoſt deſerted, 

In the zd year | of his age he fell ſick 
at Athens, Where he had never diſconti- 
nued his inſtructions : his diſtemper was 
a retention of urine, which was erceed- 
ing painful to him; however, he bore it 
with a patience invigcible. When he per- 
ceiv'd his end approaching, he. gave ſeve- 
ral of his flaves their liberty, made his 
will, and ordain'd, that his and his pa- 
rents birth-day, ſhould be yearly cele- 
brated, about the tenth day of the month 
Gamelien, or January. He left his garden 

and books to Hermachns of Mizylene, on . 
condition it ſhould deſcend ſucceſſively to 
thoſe who ſtudied philoſophy there. He 
writ to Idomeneas after this manner. 

r | 

«7 4 I than he gods, zo the 
©* laſt and moſt. happy day of my life : I 4 
« ſo tormented with the violence of my di- 

* ſtemper, which taars my very *. to 

&« pieces, that the pain I endure is beyond 

i expreſſion ; yet even in the midſt of theſe 

1 my cruel ſufferings, I feel a ſpring of Joy 

« within me, when "= reflect on the ſer vice 
E 


ED 
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210 1 have done, to Philo ofophy in general, 27 


my good „ : L by the 
« hve you have al Ways expreſſed for me and 


"66 my dodtrine, to rale care 9 ' Mettodorus' s 
„children. 1 | | 


: Hlavin been ill about fourteen days, 
he went into a bath of hot water, which 
vas prepar'd by his order. ; He was no 
ſooner enter'd, but he call'd for a glaſs 
of wine, which he drank up; and then 
having admoniſh'd his friends and diſciples, - 
to have him and his precepts in their re- 
membrance, he preſently expired. He di- 
ed in the firſt year of the 127th ohmpiad, 
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| himſelf to read the books of the antients ; $c 
and- taking. the thing very ſeriouſly; he 


Pheonicia with A parcel of purples which. 


from Arhens, he went into a bookſeller's 
ſhop, and there began to. read the ſecond.. 


Anek - which ES him ſo much W 


vom, 
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E NO, who was the head of 
the ſe& of the Stoicks, was a 
native of Cittia in the iſle of 

Zil Cyprus. Before he determin'd. 
on any profeſſion he conſult - 
ed the oracle, in order to know what he 
ſhould do to live happy; and the anſwer 
was, That he muſt become of the ſame co- 
laur with, the. dead. Zeno imagined that. 
the meauſug was, that he ſhould. apply 


began to ſtudy, and uſed his utmoſt en- 
deavours to fulfil the advice of the o- 
racle..  .. 4 g 

One day, as he was returning from 


he had bought, he was ſhipwreck'd in the 


port of Pyrrbea, which loſs made him ve- 
ry. melancholy. ſo that being come back 


book of Xenophon, in order to comfort 
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that he forgot his grief; and having asked 
bis bookſeller, where thoſe ſort of men li. 
ved whom Xexophon mentfon'd, the book- 
teller feeing (rates the Cyxick going by 
accidental ly,” ſaid to Zeno, Behold, there 
is the man, follow him. Zemno, who was 
then thirty years old, followed Crazes, and 
began from that day to be his diſciple ; but 
eing very modeſt and reſerved, hecould 
not comply with the impudent behaviour 
ok the Cymctt; which Crates havin 
lerved, he reſolved to cure bim of > 
| weakneſs; and to that purpoſe gave him 
one day a larg e pot filled with lentiles, and 
ordered Rim d to earry it tfougb the ſuburb. 
of Ceramica. Eeuo was very much aſha- 
med at this, and as he wiy going along, 
endeævoured to hide himſelf; for fear any 
olte ſhöuid fee him: Whereupon Crater 
came up t6 him, and with a etob H the 
pot Wäieh he cttried, and broke it in ſeve . 
ral pieces, and alt the tentiles' were ſcat- 
tered about him. Then Crate, faid to nim, 
How #019, ſirrab, what 2 thou 7 as 
way, fince no-body 4 Burt thee.. 

Zeno Was à great | et of philoſo "— 
he often uſed to thank fottune, for his 
having loſt all that ke was worth by ſea; 
ſayihg, that tbe windt, bieb had chaſe 
bi ff ISthreck; bad been fawnrible to Bim. 
He ſtudied above ten years under Crater, 
without 1 the — of the 
Cynicks; at being going to ſtudy un- 
der Siipo of Mee, 5 00 him by his- 
garment, * would have forced * to re- 
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main with him: but Zeno ſaid to him, 0 
Crates, there, is no retaining a philoſopher un- 
leſs it be by his ears ;, convince me by 75 
reaſons, that your doctrine is preferable 
that of Stilpo'; ; for if you do not, were you 10 
ſout me up, my body indeed may be with 
you bat my ſoul would be with Stilpo. 
eno ſtudied ten years more under 
Stilpo, Zenocrates and Polemon; then re- 
tired and inſtituted a new ſect of his 
own; and the fame of him was ſoon 
ſpread throughout all Greece, In a ſhort 
time he became the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
of all philoſophers of the country ; 
numbers-of people came from divers parts 
to devote themſelyes to him and become 
his diſeiples; and, as. Leno uſed com- 
monly to teach under a gallery, from 
thence his followers were called Szozcks. 
The Athenians paid him ſo great a ve- 
neration, that they made him keeper 
of the e keys. of” Wrong city ; and having e- 
rected a ſtatue in hongur to bim, they 
preſented him with a crown of gold. King 
Antigouus admired this philoſopher "ſo 
much, that whenever he came to Athens, | 
he always was preſent at his lectures; and 
uſed often to go and eat at Zeno“ houſeg 
or take him along With him to ſupper at 
Ae the hatper's,” But Zeno after wards 
avoided . ing to * feaſts br aſſemblies, 
| for fear | e mould become tyW- . familiar. 
£ ads uſed 8. e to 
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oy engage him to come and live with bim; gt 


but Zens having excuſed himſelf, ſent” in 
his room Perſexs and Ppilonides, with this 
meſſage, That he was extream pleaſed 70 
find Antigonus expreſſed ſo great an incli- 
nation for the ſciences, that nothing woulda 


50 40575 him 12 27 1 I pl fares. and 
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poſſi mh it, I 255 you fe: idk my | Pens, 
1 are no ways inferior to-me either in ſenſe: 
or  dotrime, and are of a much ſtronger conſti- 
zation ;. 5f you. will converſe ſeriouſly with N 
them, aua apply your. felf x 0 1 rterorel 
of thoſe Prone cepts which the F lay Before 
vou, . you cuil. ſee then * vill: be want. 
ing to ear oxr happineſs. 

Zens Aliked: a crowd, and: uſed to be 
attended by only, two or three at. moſt ; 


and when more people would foo] him 


contrary to his defire, hy, gave them 16> 
ney to make them withd 7 5 125 
Sometimes ſeeing e "crowded. by. 
the multitude of people that were in the 
allery where he 1 7 he uſed to ſhew 
unto thoſe: who, Were . I 


8 ett rg ahbe ? th 
Ways 225 th ' . Pa No ye, ;4 
abe middle of this lace,. but being trunble- 
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ſeme, "they were taken” away aud Packs 
where yon ſee them; therefore I deſire you 
to withdraw and trouble me no mMure. 
Zeuo was tall and flim, and his com- 
plexion very black; whence ſome people 
called him the palm - tter of Exypr. He 
had a wry neck, and his legs were thick 
and fubje A to humours. He ufed to cloth 
himſelf in 4 flight ſtuff, che cheapeſt ne 
could get, ling at att times on bread, 
figs, honey, and ſweet wines, never eat 
ing any thing dteſs'd by the fire. His con- 
tinence was ſo F reat, thar whenever any 
body Was 1 5 upon that account, eos 
ple ue to ny, 2 2 17 more chaſte thun Zeno. 
He | nevertheleſs bad an intrigue With a 
ſervant maid, for the virtue of the heathetis-, 
was precarious.” lis deportmetit was 
grave ; his wit ſprig htly ; and his humour 
ſevere : i when he ſpoke h forehead wrink⸗ 
led, and he made à wry mouth. yet fortte- 
tithes, hen he , Was * 54 20 55 tarnoue,. 
he would be vet Ta 2 the 
company very fee! When they 
asked him the cauſe of . an alcera-- | 
tion, he anſwered; That pulſe were wavu- 
tally bitter, but that whew the ey Were fed 
for ſome time in water, they hecum weer: 
= eng ſo gtent an 1 1flertty that "his 
7012 Hiring, was more like a btyit- 
plicit 4 Teal kru ality ; and 
&t 1 0 ee Whit He was 


5 Soil {ed 'moſt of the 


precepts 1.0 Fe G which oocafion's op 


Toben! to ſay, "That pt : Stoicks aud Cy-. 
nicks differ'd only. in their dreſs, but their | 
doctrine was.the ſame. _ 

He was very conciſe in all his diſcour- 
ſes, and when they ask'd his reaſon for it, 


he ſaid, That - -wiſe . men ought 10 exp 725 ö 


i themſelves. 1 45 few . words. as po ſſi 


When he reprimanded, ; any. one he laid but 


3 i 15 and ſpake always obliquely, . "— 


Happening one day to be at a feaſt with 


| a very greedy, man, who; uſed to ſtarve. 


thoſe who eat with him, Zeno took a large 
6 to himſelf, which be es unwilling, 
to ſhare, with any, body. The glutton im- 
08% locked, at bim with a frown,, 
Foe exa,. perceiving ſaid, to him, J/by 

d you. he -angry, at. my doing a thing for 


; tos which. you pra iſe every day. 


Another time, a young, man was preſ⸗ 
fog bim very earneſtly upon à ſub- 


ly 
ect which, was much . his genius; 
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themfelves courteouſly, and do nothing 
but what was becoming. Capheſius, ſee- 
ing one day a diſciple of his who was very 
proud, he gave him a box on the ear, ſay- 
ing, Altho” thon wert exalted above othe# 
men, that would not make thee an boneſter 
man; but if thou art honeſt, that will exalt 
thee above other men. | 
He likewiſe had a notion, that it was 
dangerous for a young man, who propo- 
fed to acquire learning, to give himſelf 
WR. om TS 
When he was asked what kind of thing 
his friend was MF he anſwered, It is 4 couu- 
zerpart 0 elf. | La 
: 25 Act f That it was better to 
male a flip with the feet than with the 
tongue; and that nothing ought to grieve uu 
fo mntÞ as bf? of time, becauſe that loſs was 
2h4 mot irrer T. 
© He happened once to be at an entertain-- 
ment which was given to the Ambaſſa⸗ 
dors of Prolomy, where he ſpoke not du- 
ring the whole ſupper; which cauſed ſume 
furptize in the Ambafſidors, who asked 
Him, if he had any thing to communt+ 
cate to their king? Du may tell Ptolomy, 
plied he, hat you have ſeen à man here 


# 


who Bavwerh how'td be flewt. T0909 
The opinion of the S/oicks was, That. 
the end which we ought to propoſe to our 
ſelves, was to live according to nature. 
That ming according to nature, Was te. 
do nothing contrary te the dictates of 
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reaſon, which was a genera) law, and com- 
mon to all men. 
That every man ought to practice virtue 
* the fake of virtue itſelf, without any 
hopes of a reward; ; that virtue alone was 
ſufficient to make men happy; and that 
whoever was virtuous, enjoyed perfect 
happineſs even in the midſt of the greateſt 
torments. 

That there was nothing uſeſul but what 
was honeſt; and that nothing that Was 
criminal could ever be uſefu. 
That the honeſt treaſure. is that which 
rendereth perfect all thoſe, who poſſeſs it. 

hat there were things which were nei- 
ther good nor evil, the they had the pow- 
er to move our appetites, and incline us 


to chuſe the one preferably to the other; 


as life and health, beauty and "irepgth, 

tiches zud nobility, pleaſure and glory; 
and theſe other things which are oppoſed 
fo them, as death and fickneſs, nee 

and weakneſs, poverty and meanneſs, pain 
_ and reproach. For, ſaid they, nothing can 
be hood unleſs i it maketh happy thoſe who nn. 
fy it, and maketh unbappy thoſe who are de- 
_ Prived. of it... Wherefore , 1 t fe, © health, 
abr riches, make happy thoſe fe who | enjoy 
them, nor make unhappy thoſe who are de- 
Prived of them. Therefore neither life 
of health, riches or death, - ſickneſs or 
Poverty, are good or evil. Beſides, ad- 
ded they, Thoſe things which | we can uſe 


either for good, or for, evil, are * good. 
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nor evil. Therefore bi fe, health, and Tches, L 
are neither good nor evil. 

After all, they admitted of another kind 
of indifferent things, which were not able 
to make any imprefſion upon our minds ; 
as having on our heads a number of hairs 
even or odd, ſtretching out a finger, or 
bending it, holding a feather in the air, 
or taking up a ſtraw, 

They faid, That ſenſual Pleaſures were 
not good, becauſe they were nnbecoming * 
Wherefore, that not bing which Was unbe- 
"OR; could ever be good. | 
That a wiſe man feared nothing; that he 
valied uo ontward fſhew, becauſe 1 aud 
reproach were equally alike to him, | That | it 
was the" character of a wiſe man to be ri- 
gid and fincere, That it was uo crime in 
him to drink wine ; but that he ought never 
to drink to exceſs ; that he might not be de- 
prived of the u Kh f his reaſon, one moment 
f his life. That he ought 70 have a great 
reſpect for tbe gods, and offer up a 
unto them, abſtaining. from all manner of 
rioting. 8 

That we might call thoſe things Meer i in 
general, which were done thro inclination; 
that the good offices were hononring our Pa- 
rents, defending our © country , making 
friends and afſi 5 them. That. on the con- 
ran e evil offices were neglecting our parents, 
deſpiſing our country, and having. a; be- 
peer nor — mn our. frieui. 


276 @Z£ENDO. 
They were of opinion, that-al | good and 
evil things were equally the ſame; that 
they could neither increaſe nor diminiſh; 
For, faid they, there is nothing more rue 
than what is true, and nothing more falſe 
than what is falſe : likewiſe there is nothing 


that is one ſtadia diſtant from Canope, zs 
no more actually in Canope, tha a man 
who ig at two. hundred e aiftauce ; ſo 
likewiſe he that eee 8 ſmall crime, 
hath no more pretention to virtue, thas 
be who committeth a great one. 
That awiſe man alone was capable of. friend- 
| Bip, aud ought to be employ'd in the affairs 
f the republick, in order to ſuppreſs vice, 
aud excite the citizens to virtice; that be 
alone ang be to have 4 ſhare in the goveru- 
ment of the ſtate, ſince be vas the only per- 
fon who could determine what was ps aud 
evil; that, he alone was blaweleſ;, aud in- 
ca. ble of 0 any ane; and that he; was 
2 ouly mam who admired  wothing of all. the 
"things which Nah e the oe of 


things belonged. to the g0⁰ S, and that a- 
1 friends all things. KEE in com- 
mon. ; 


e are o Atrongty united, 
never poſſels one. virtue j t Je 
them all. We | 


better than that which is good, nor nothing 
worſe than that which is evil ; and as a mar 


| Men. 
; Tbey heid, Wich the Cynichs, that all 


They likewiſe held, that all the vir- 
that a man gan 


2 K N O. 277¹ 

That there is po medium 'between vice 
and virtue; For; ſaid they; as a man 
muſt neceſſarily be either ſtrait or crooked; 
ſo likewiſe, all actions t be either Lood or 
evil. 

That the wiſe man alone Was happy; 
that he was never in want of any thing; 
and that he ought to expoſe himſelf to 
the moſt cruel torments for the ſake of his 
country and friends; that he feared no- 
thing; that he did good to every one; and 
that he was incapable of doing an injury to 
any man; that in ſhort, he was of all pro- 
feſſions, even tho? he did not exerciſe atiy ; 
and that he might be compared to an ex- 
cellent actor, Who could with equal ad- 
vantage, repreſent the part of K ᷣ ! 

and that of Therfites. 

Zeno was of opinion; that all women 
ſhould be in common amongſt wife men; 
and that every man might pleaſe bim 
ſelf with the firſt woman he met; without 
making any particular choice; "that this 
was the way to prevent jealouſies and ſu- 
picions of adultery ; and that each man in 
particular ſhould look on all the young 
ay as if they wete his own children, 

The Stoicks held, that there was only 
one ſupreme Being; but that different 
names were given to him; ſometimes he 
was called Fate, ſometimes Spirit, and at 
dther times Jupiter; that this Being was 
an animal, 9 3 perfect; 


happy, and free from all evil ; that his 
providence governed the world, and all 
the beings that were therein. 

They admitted of two principles, which 


were the Agent and the patient; that is 


to ſay, God and the world. 
They were of opinion that matter was 
diviſible to infinity; that there was but 
one world, and that the world was of 4 
round figure, which is the propereſt for 
motion. They believed, as well as Py- 
thagoras and Plato, that it was anima- 
ted by a ſpiritual ſubſtance, which was diſ- 
poſed throughout all its parts ; that this 
ſubſtance was not diſtinguiſhed from God, 
and that it formed with the world one and 
the ſame animal ;- whereof, according to. 
ſome, the principal part was the heavens, 
and according to others, the ſun : that che 
world was placed in the center of an in- 
finite void ſpace ; ; and that none of the 
parts of the world admitted of a vacuum, 
becauſe the fluid matter, which agrees with 
all forts of figures, filled up the ſpaces 
that were left by the groſs bodies which 
could not immediately join every where, 
becauſe of their irregularity. 274 
That the world was ſubje& to corrup- 
tion ; for ſaid they, The whole is corrup- 
tible ꝛuben each part thereof is corruptible. 
Now each part of the world is-corruptible ; - 
" therefore the whole is corruptible. ; That 
the fixed ſtars were born away by the mo- 


* 
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tion of the heavens ; that the ſun was 
a fire whoſe body was larger than that of 
the earth, ſince it caſt its ſhadow in 
the form of a cone : That the ſun and 


the other planets ſubſiſted by the vapours - 
which were exhaled from the earth and 


the ſea. They had a perfect knowledge 
of the cauſe 8 eclipſes of the ſun and 
moon, and of thunder and lightning. They 


ſaid, that the two frigid zones were un- 


inhabitable, by reaſon of the extraordinary 
cold; and that the torrid zone was like- 
wile uninhabirable, becauſe of the exceſſive 


heat. 


Ariſto, the Stoick, declared himſelf an 


enemy to logick, comparing uſually its 


ſubtil arguments to cobwebs, Which re- 
ally ſhew ſomething very ingenious and 
well contrived, but are entirely uſeleſs. 
Chryſippus on the contrary, had a great 
eſteeni for logick, and ſo far excell'd in 


that art, that every one agreed, that, had 


had the gods been in need of logick, they 
never would have made uſe of any other, 


than that of CHryſippus. 


Zeno lived to the age of 98 years, with- 


out ever being ſubje& to any infirmity. 


He died in the 129th olyzzp:ad, and was 
very much regretted after his death. When 
Antigonus received the news of it, he ſhew- 
ed an extraordinary concern: Great gods, 


ſaid he, what 4 man have I bſt! Where- 
Bb 2 | 
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upon beiug asked, what reaſon he had for 
having ſo great a value for that philoſo- 
pher'; he reply'd, Becauſe the many great 
prefents which J have made him, could ne- 
ver oblige him to do an ill thing. 

 Antigonr's immediately ſent to the Azhe- 
nian, deſiring that they would _ him 

in the Ceramic ſuburbs. 

The Athenians, on their part, were ex- 
tremely concerned for the lols of Zeno. 
The chief magiſtrates celebroted his praiſe 
in a publick manner after his death; and 
in order to render the ceremony more au- 
thentick, they made a decree in the fol- 
jowiog terms. | 9 


uf WII 2 ENO. the ſon of 
* Muaſea of Cittium, bath ſpent 
92 many years in teaching philoſophy in this 
ee city, and on all occaſions hath be- 
4 hayed himſelf like a good man, con- 
e tinually recommending virtue to the 
% youth that were under his care; and 
+++ hath always lived conformable. to the 
** precepts that he taught; therefore the 
people haye thought it reaſonable to ce- 
6 Jebrate his praiſe in a publick manner, 
c and to preſent him with a crownof gold, 
* which he hath juſtly deſerved for his ex- 
* :raordinary honeſty and great temperance, 


| 
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e and likewiſe to ere& a monument for 
* him, at the publick expence, in the 
% Ceramich ſuburbs. - The people require, 
„that five men in Athens be choſen 
„ to have the direction of making the 
_ < crown and the monument, and that the 
* Scribe of the Republick | "ſhall ingrave 
* this decree upon two columns, one 
“ whereof. ſhall be placed in the "Aca> 
e demy, and the other in the Lyceum; 
d and that the money which ſhall be ne- 
ec ceſlary to carry on this work, be im- 
© mediately put into the hands of the 
_ © perſon, who is infruſted with the care 
of the publick affairs; to the end that 
* all the world may know, that the 
%% Athenians are mindful of beſtowing ho- 
* nours on men of a diſtinguiſhed merit, 
* both during weir! lives and after their 
# . 8 


„ 
1 


- This: e Was . whilt Arrbe- 
2 was Archon of Heben, a few Gays 
after the deceaſe of Zens. 

It is reported, that, Zens ended his life 
after this manner, © - | 
They ſay, that ond day coming out of 
his ſchool, he hit his hand againſt ſome- 
thing and broke one of his fingers. This 
he took for a warning from the gods, 
that he ſnould die in a little time: Where- 
upon he ſtruck the ground with his hand, 
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and faid, Doeſt thou require me? I am 
ready. Then without taking any farther 
care of his broken finger, he deliberat! y 
firangled himſelf. 

| He had taught for forty eight years 
without interruption ; and it was ſixty 
eight years ſince he began to apply him-_ 
2 to ne e the Cy- 
BIR, 
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The Names of the Philoſo hers PIT f 
ond in this Book, with the Time 


. . they * in 4 chronological : 
9 15 5 


Thales 12 about olymp. . 0 
Solon 


| 17 
Pittacus 4 2 Oaks MM 65. e 
Bias Bea wh 1% EA =, 

Periander - Jes 1 Lee add. 


Cleobulus the ſame time as Solon 
Epimenides came 4s 46 


Athens 
Anacharſis 


Pythagoras flouriſhed. I: 
Heraclitus fan, lern 69 


Anaxagoras _ ; 70 # 74. 


Democritus 77 
Empedocles flouriſhed 84 
Socrates born about the ſume time 

1 with Democritus, | 
Plato ES 88 5 
Antiſthenes cod. 

 Ariſtippus 96 


Ariſtotle Gory 92 Ft; | 


Xengerae Eau, 


| Diogenes CREE 


Crates 
Pyrcho. | 


Bion 5 | 
Epicurus be flouriffd about the fame 


about 


gx 


120 


ol „mp: 
. 12 


out 113 


** 


. 0d, 


with. Xenocrates. 


died 


. 1 
a 
9 \\ 
8 
n 700 


W h Y 7 
7 
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